HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1948
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The year 1948 was really tumultuous for Avery. In addition to being stressed in making plans for
the meeting of the Appalachian Trail Conference in Fontana Village, North Carolina, he
developed an ambitious plan for a Memorial Day weekend work trip in western Maine which he
tried to coordinate with the Bates College Outing Club, MATC maintainer Lawson Reeves, the
“new guy” Jack Clark, and others. The sequence of events is hard to believe. First, he ended up
in the hospital in April, explained only as “the Navy had a little unfinished business with
me.” As he tried to reserve lodging accommodations for the trip, he found out that booking
space in the Rangeley Region for Memorial Day weekend should have been done earlier. Then
Clark had a shoulder operation and his arm ended up in a cast, taking him out of the picture.
Reeves had ordered a new automobile after the War, but it still had not been delivered (not an
unusual delay in those days) and he had no means of transportation. Fairfield discovered that he
had to participate in a Bates College all-campus clam bake on Bailey’s Island on the weekend
and neither he nor the Outing Club could participate, until Monday of the Memorial Day holiday.
Finally, as Avery made ready to depart for Maine, air travel out of Washington was shut down
because of weather and he lost a day.
Despite all of this, Avery and the BOC had a great day on May 30 that included reaching the
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summit of Saddleback where Roy Fairfield took a memorable photograph. Robert Avery was on
the left, beside his sort of emaciated-looking father. Robert was then a Bowdoin student. The
Bates studentswere identified in Fairfield’s report of 31 May. In a 1 August 1952 letter to Roy
Fairfield, George Gamble, Alumni Director at Bates, remembered hiking with Avery:
"My only connection with Mr. Avery was through a mountain climb which I went on to
Saddleback. I remember being very impressed with his excellent physical condition at the
time and his seemingly endless supply of energy and push that kept him going when the
rest of us were apt to lag behind somewhat. It seems to me that at that time when we got
down to the foot of the mountain he announced that he was planning to return to
Washington that very night without stopping over to rest. The others of us in the group
were completely fagged from the trip up and down the mountain and couldn’t imagine
how anyone could want to travel any further than was absolutely necessary.”
They had worked in from Route 4 and reached the summit at 5:30 PM. Avery and Fairfield
continued on to The Horn, then they all hiked back out and were back at Saddleback Lake Lodge
by 7:30 to drop off Avery as the rest went back to Bates. Fairfield records that Avery set a “four
mile per hour” pace on the way out.
That was the highlight of Avery’s summer, so far as work in Maine was concerned. The letters
record him suffering “an accident” at the end of the Fontana Conference. He explained the nature
of the “accident” to John Clark in a 24 July letter:
"Miss Stephenson has indicated your concern over the nature of my illness, which I appreciate.
The situation is simply this. The drive and pressure and volume of work during the war years left
me with high blood pressure which even caused trouble for me during the last years which I was
in service. My present disability is a complication growing out of this condition. Like all
optimists, I hope for a recovery and an ability to return to old pursuits, although necessarily to a
more moderate degree, but the path seems quite clear.” His colleagues, confirmed by his son, say
that he had a heart attack.
He spent three weeks at his home in Lubec, but did not set foot on the A.T. in Maine again in
1948. In his 7 January letter to John Clark, Avery stated, “One of our problems next summer is
to reorganize the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Death has taken a heavy toll of its original
officers. It is a Maine corporation.” Until 1948, most of the organized Trail work trips in Maine
were carried out by the “Washington contingent of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club”, aka the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Ironically, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club did not really
come into its own until after Avery’s death in 1952.
In the fall, a new trail maintenance candidate appeared: Bronson W. Griscom of Long Island,
NY. I knew Bronson well and it was his assignment from Avery, between Saddleback Summit
and Orbeton Stream, that my brother and I took over in the fall of 1956.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 7, 1948. Myron Avery to John W. Clark, Westbrook, Maine
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Dear Mr. Clark:
I have been delayed by reason of the holiday season in replying to your letter of December 29th.
As the enclosures will indicate, one problem has been cleared up. That is the Ledge House
situation. Supervisor Hutton’s letter and the comments of my reply and my letter to the Storeys
are self-explanatory. Rebuilding of the public lunch ground will do a good deal to eliminate the
restricted status of the area and set the caretaker aright. As soon as I have his address, I will write
the letter of introduction and I would suggest that it would be politic for you to write him when
you are planning to be in the area, and to make yourself known. Supervisor Hutton’s activity
eliminates that uncertainty.
Turning now to your letter of December 29th. One of our problems next summer is to reorganize
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Death has taken a heavy toll of its original officers. It is a
Maine corporation.
I am much interested in your suggestion of trying to arouse interest in the Penguin Ski Club and
the Derring [Deering] High School Ski Club. That is the sort of thing which we should attempt to
do. It will be excellent publicity and may well develop volunteers. Generally speaking, ski clubs
are so specialized that, even while they are inactive in the summer, they seem to have no interest
in summer hiking or trail maintenance. The Mt. Greylock Ski Club of Massachusetts is the one
exception in our organization. Since skiers should keep in shape by summer travel for strenuous
winter activities, we have theoretically an excellent approach. I have known of the activities of
the Penguin Ski Club. One of the Cowans, the son of the former Attorney General of Maine, has
traveled some of the A.T. Most of these people have been to Katahdin. A few years ago we made
contact with the Interstate Hiking Club of Portland, of which Mr. Fogg was the presiding officer.
They scheduled one work trip to Pleasant Pond Mountain and then faded out of the picture.
Coming to our available material. We could supply you with as many copies as you require for
free distribution of—
1, Publication No. 17.
2. The Silver Aisle Booklet.
3. The Silver Aisle Pamphlet
We could also send to you a supply of other publications, including the Maine Guide and
Katahdin Reprint, maps and some photographs for exhibit purposes. Here is what we have in the
way of Kodachrome lantern slides:
1. Lecture on the entire Appalachian Trail, approximately 100 slides, with cards. This
covers the entire route from Maine to Georgia and affords a very excellent account of the
entire route.
2. Katahdin lecture. Kodachrome. 100 slides. This also is accompanied by cards.
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3. Maine slides. These are in addition to the twenty odd slides of Katahdin and Maine
which are found in the master set.
We have also found it of much interest to show the reel on trail maintenance. However, if other
activities are scheduled for the evening, this may produce an overlong program.
If you have or can readily obtain a projector, I would suggest that the best procedure would be to
have us send the three boxes of slides to you so that you could run through them at your leisure.
You might conclude to work out a combined talk from all of them or schedule a couple of
sessions.
I expect to be in Maine some time within the next month and if they had come forward to you by
that time, we could discuss the procedure to advantage.
My letter to Supervisor Hutton indicates the sections which are most in need of work and I think
easiest to reach from southwestern Maine.
If you have no projector, we could perhaps have the one used here sent on to you.
If you are in Lewiston, Professor Sawyer will tell you of Mr. Reeves. He is a very hard worker
but unfortunately has only gotten to Sugarloaf twice in six years. We felt considerable hesitation
in declaring the section re-opened after his 1945 or 1946 trail activities. We fear that he is far too
optimistic and has no appreciation as yet of the tremendous amount of work which will be
required. I hope that your letter will serve the purpose of getting him into the area. I think it has
definitely stirred him up. His problem seems to be one of a lack of transportation.
I would suggest that it would be desirable for you to write the Perhams to hold the Gulf Hagas
signs.
I regret that my trips to Maine during the past half year have been such that I have been unable to
give you advance notice of being in Portland. I have telephoned you once or twice
unsuccessfully. Next time I shall give you definite word. I suggest you let us know at soon as
possible as to your ability to obtain the projector.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay,
Enclosures - sent under separate cover:
1. Publication No.17.
2. The Silver Aisle Booklet.
3. The Silver Aisle Pamphlet.
4. Maine’s Second Mountain.
5. Artists at Katahdin.
cc to Mr. Sawyer, Miss Stephenson
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January 7, 1948. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. E. E. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps,
North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. & Mrs. Storey:
As usual, we read the latest chapter from the Storeys of West Carry Pond with great interest and
enthusiasm. It is now going the rounds. I still think that the best book that will come out of the
Maine woods will be the one that Mrs. Storey decided to write if she ever finds time for anything.
I am enclosing a letter of December 27th from Forest Supervisor Hutton and my reply to him. We
think that this will end the problem as far as the Appalachian Trail is concerned and will mean
that none of our identified trail workers or travelers can meet any difficulty. I rather think that
nobody would have made as much progress as somebody from the Forest Service and when they
rebuild that lunch ground (which perhaps should be kept quiet), that will really set the stamp on
the whole thing.
I am going to write a letter of introduction for Mr. Clark to the caretaker so that Mr. Clark will
not run into any trouble. On the contrary, when he goes there, I think it would be smart business
for him to go to the Ledge House, letting them know that he is coming, and leave his car there.
That will enable him to care for the re-clearing which he was obliged to skip last fall from the
highway to the dam. I need to have the caretaker’s name. I know you have given it to me some
time ago but I just cannot put my finger on it. I am enclosing an addressed postcard, asking if
you will send the name to Miss Park, who will get the letter off. I am suggesting to the Clarks
that on their next occasion, they take more time to become acquainted with our friends at West
Carry Pond.
As you will see from our literature soon, we have our grand meeting in the Southern
Appalachians in June. Officially, we have not planned any Maine trip. I rather expect, however,
that after Labor Day, the urge will be, I think, too strong to be denied and I think will manifest
itself in the form of an excursion to repaint Mt. Bigelow and to do some clearing on Mt.
Spaulding. By the time this is over, we ought to rate a few days at West Carry Pond and your
guests should have departed so as to leave us in sole possession of the area.
Things have not have gone quite so well with some of your friends here. Miss Stephenson has
been ill for about two weeks but says she is recovering.
The Trail Conference publications will keep you informed of what we are doing generally and
we shall hope to get up to date next fall. In the meantime, a chapter on the Storey adventures in
the winter of 1948 will be most welcome.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Enclosure: Postcard addressed to Miss Park.
cc to Mr. Clark, Mr. Sawyer, Miss Stephenson
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January 7, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I was glad to have your note of 31 December.
I should have remembered what you have written but your suggestion is most timely. It is going
to be a matter of reducing the Traveler map to fit it in with the same scale as the others. Thaxter
has been most generous and we have photographed down the maps so that the block is complete.
We are starting now to make a rough tracing. Please regard as confidential what I say to the
effect that the draftsman of the map which accompanied the June Appalachia has volunteered to
do this work and is anxious to put out a super-Katahdin map. The problem of the scale for the
overall area with that for the mountain presents some difficulty. We will be obliged perhaps to
put in an insert to cover the mountain portion.
Incidentally, we have finished the first draft of Map No. 4. There were very considerable changes.
I take it that you are spending the winter at Sherman Mills. We should like to have been back at
Tarrytown when this last snow hit. It did very little around here.
As soon as we have even a rough draft of the map, we will send it on to you. My idea is that your
work and the Northern maps will give us the best base as far as streams, etc., are concerned. We
will then have to put in the trails, roads, etc.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
To go in Katahdin file.
cc to Miss Stephenson.
{This is not the Katahdin file copy.}
January 7, 1948. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service,
Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I was glad indeed to have your letter of December 27th. I have been prevented from replying
earlier by reason of the holiday season.
We are most appreciative of your taking the initiative to see Mr. Viles about the trail problem at
the Ledge House grounds. We had become apprehensive over his increasing activity in posting
his signs and his general attitude. It was difficult for any of us to have a chance to talk with him
and I am inclined to think that the availability of an official from the Forest Service, such as
yourself, carried much more weight than any individual could have done. We are glad to know
that we are not going to face this difficulty.
I note with interest that you plan to rebuild the public lunch ground. I think that will be of a good
deal of help in clarifying the status of the area and I should be glad to see it back in operation.
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I have thought that it would be useful to write Mr. Viles so that he will know of Mr. Clark's
connection with the trail work and that Mr. Clark will make himself known to Mr. Viles when he
undertakes next spring his work of reclearing the Trail between the Kennebec and the Ledge
House. This will relieve Mr. Clark from any apprehension.
I have been waiting for the situation at Augusta to become clarified before taking up the matter
of further Trail work by the Forest Service in 1948. As you will have noticed from Trailway
News, we were able to clear up the lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range and to do an
excellent job from Joe Mary to the Penobscot West Branch last fall. Our major problem is right
in your own dooryard. From Little Wilson Campground to Monson is very badly ingrown. It is,
however, not hard to reach from either end. Then there is a mile and a half between Blanchard
and Monson. The last portion which I had thought would give more trouble was between
Blanchard and the site of the Moxie Bald Lean-to. The lumbering has apparently opened up
some of this. These sections are close together and quite accessible. The other bad area is
between Yoke Ponds and Third West Branch Pond, which we had closed while the
Hollingsworth and Whitney Company was lumbering and extending its road. I am told that they
did little damage to the area around the Trail and their cutting is some distance away.
I mention areas where we would want work done, so that you would know of our tentative plans.
Perhaps nothing will come of it but I was interested to read of the suggestions made to reclear
some of the old trails and roads in Maine after the holocaust of this fall. If such a movement got
anywhere and funds became available for work in other localities, it would put us in a position to
hitch the trail work to it.
We appreciate your storing the paint at your headquarters in Greenville. We had hoped that we
would make use of it last season.
We have our Trail Conference in 1948 in June in the Southern Appalachians. You will get a
notice in due course. If you are able to get away, we would show you some very interesting
country. In any event, I certainly expect to be in your area next summer and count on the
pleasure of seeing you then.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Clark, The Storeys, Miss Stephenson
January 10, 1948. DRAFT OF SUGGESTED NOTE FOR APPALACHIA
PRESERVATION OF KATAHDIANA
This note records an outstanding development in the preservation of Katahdiana. As indicated by
the Appalachian Trail Conference’s Katahdin Bibliography, Katahdin is the most publicized
mountain of the Americas. It is, therefore, most fitting that constructive steps should be taken
toward the perpetuation of its historic material.
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The initial suggestion was contained in the comment of Myron H. Avery, Chairman of the
Appalachian Trail Conference, in his article, "Photographers of Katahdin”, which appeared in the
issue. Mr. Avery announced that his Katahdin collection had been willed to the Maine
State Library. This announcement was intended as a suggestion for others possessing this unique
material. Two major items have gone to the Library. One is the extraordinary photographic and
lantern slide collection of William Dawson of Lynn which covered the period between 1916 and
1925, when the Appalachian Mountain Club's interest in Katahdin was being re-awakened after
the long interval following Prof. Charles E. Hamlin's activities. The second collection, following
Mr. Avery's suggestion, was the result of testamentary directions of Edward B. Draper of Bangor,
Maine, and Canton, Massachusetts. It was Mr. Draper whose activities between 1905 and 1920
constituted the extraordinary development in the Katahdin area - The Old Sluice on Tip Top,
Mountain Brook Dam, the Draper Big Hills Trail, the Wassataquoik Lake Sluice and The Pogy
Road, are landmarks of the amazing activities during these two decades. In all, eleven cases, with
all of the Draper plates, negatives and prints, were delivered in June, 1947, to Maine State
Librarian, Mrs. Robert Stubbs.
J.S
The Rogers’ collection is the next outstanding instance. I suggest that we might send him a note,
copying the Draper letter and with your item. We could also send one to Dyer and to Prof.
Leavitt who is supposed to have gotten hold of the Merrill contribution which we cannot locate.
Please file the Dyer letter and the Draper letter in my Katahdin file together with a copy of this
note. A paraphrase might be worthwhile for Trailway News because of its greater publicity.
M.H.A.
January 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Virgil Davenport, Camp Bemis, Oquossoc, Maine.
Dear Mr. Davenport:
You will recall that at the time when you assumed proprietorship of your Camps, we sent to you
a copy of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club's loose-leaf 1941 Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. We have since sent to you Supplements and Appalachian Trailway News, which is the
publication of the Conference. We are now engaged in revising some pages of the Guidebook
and I wish to ascertain whether the approach to your Camps from the Houghton-Oquossoc Road
is still a trail or whether it is passable by automobile. We presume that you could tell us the
approximate distance to the Camps from the road. Since we are engaged in revising this section
of the Guidebook, we would like to be accurate on the point of whether the Trail has been
superseded by a road.
I shall hope to see you at your Camps when I am next on the Trail in that area.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Mr. Sawyer
January 13, 1948. Myron Avery to Miss Marjorie Hooker, 4110 Third Road North,
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Arlington, Virginia.
Dear Miss Hooker:
I have been trying, without success, to reach you by calling Interior 2046. I wanted to explain
that we had sent back the tracing which we have proofread. The list of names for the printer has
been compiled and typed. It is being checked for correctness now. My corrections for the
Muskrat Ponds are probably difficult to make out. I have held the source map, for I wish to use it
in Boston in the near future. I probably should send it to you when you reach the point of
working on that item.
We have made excellent progress in assembling the material for the base of a super-Katahdin
map. It is our plan to prepare from this a rough working draft and then talk to you about it.
LARGE TYPE
T.3 R.12
T.3 R.11
T.3 R.10
T.3 R.9
MT. KATAHDIN
CHESUNCOOK LAKE
CHESUNCOOK POND
RIPGENUS LAKE
PAMOLA
BAXTER PEAK
MT. O-J-I
BARREN MTN. (3681)
ABOL MTN. (3306)
T.2 R.11
T.2 R12
T.2 R.10
T.2 R.9
CARRY POND
CARIBOU LAKE
RAINBOW LAKE
HURD POND
TOGUE POND
NAHMAKANTA LAKE
T.1 R. 12
T.1 R.11
T.1 R.11
T.1 R.10
T.1 R.9

PEMADUMCOOK LAKE
T.A R.12
T.A R.11
T.A R.10
T.A R.9
LOWER JOE MARY LAKE
INDIAN NO. 4
UPPER JOE MARY LAKE
TURKEY TAIL LAKE
T.B R.11
T.B R.10
BIG BOARDMAN MTN.
BLACK PINNACLE
JOE MARY MTN.
WHITE CAP MTN. (3707)
“B” POND
CEDAR MTN.
LITTLE SPRUCE MTN.
GAUNTLET POND
GREENWOOD POND
EAST BOWDOIN COLLEGE GRANT

MEDIUM TYPE
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Depot Pond
Basin Ponds
Slaughter Pond
Harrington Pond
Harrington Lake
To Nesowadnehunk Stream
Little Frost Pond
Frost Pond
McKenna Pond
Polly Pond
Rocky Pond
Deer Pond
Foster Campground
Tracy Pond
Chimney Pond
Draper Pond
Jackson Pond
Beaver Pond
Bradeen’s Camp
Elbow Pond
Celia Pond
Little Beaver Pond
Ripogenus Dam and Gorge
Wharf
Old Chesuncook Dam Site
Big Eddy
Third Debsconeag Lake
Passamagamet Falls
Fifth Debsconeag Lake
Female Mtn.
Female Pond
Wadleigh Valley
Prentiss Valley
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Mahar Campground
Ambejijus Lake
Ambejijus Falls
Cypher's Camps
Musquash Ponds
Wadleigh Mtn. (F.S.)
Farrar Mtn.
Fire Warden's Camp
Tumbledown Dick Pond
Potaywadjo Ridge
Second Roach Pond
Penobscot Pond

Big Ambejackamus Falls
Kidney Pond
Grassy Pond
Katahdin Stream Campsite
Millinocket-Greenville Road
Millinocket-Basin Ponds Road
Little Ambejackamus Falls
Clifford’s Garage
Horse Race Ponds
Horse Race
Windy pitch
Daicey Pond
Lost Pond
Foss & Knowlton Pond
Holbrook Pond
Pym Pond
McDonald Pond
Rainbow Lake Camps
Nesowadnehunk Deadwater
Falls
Bradeen's West Branch Camp
Abol Deadwater
Bridge
Abol Camps
Round Pond
Rum Pond
Third Roach Pond
Monkey Pond
Little Rocky Pond
Rocky Pond
Henderson Pond
Cooper Mtn.
Potter’s Camp
Mud Pond
Dam
Haynes' Buck Horn Camp
South Twin Trail
Middle Joe Mary Lake
Duck Pond
Bridge Telephone
Cooper Pond
Church Pond
Haynes' Outlying Camp
Big Pleasant Pond
Birch Ridge Ponds
Long Ridge

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

10

Turtle or Sing Sing Pond
Rabbit Pond
Burned Country
Haynes' Camp
Leavitt Pond
Antlers Camps
To Kokadjo
Trout Mtn.
Fourth Roach Pond

Big Spring
Sixth Roach Pond
Seventh Roach Pond
Alligator Pond
Berry's Camps
Yoke Ponds
Spruance Pond
Cooper Falls
Cooper Ridge
ITALICS

Nesowadnehunk Stream
Big Eddy
Thoreau Spring
Roaring Brook
Knife Edge
Avalanche Brook
Abol Steam
West Branch of Penobscot River
Abol Stream
Katahdin Stream
Chesuncook Brook
Big Niagara Falls
Windy Pitch
Indian Pitch
Rainbow Stream
Stratton Brook
Bean Brook
Pollywog Stream
Gulliver Brook
Farrar Brook
Trail brook
Hurd Pond Stream
Grant Brook
(Beaver Flowages. Obscure)
Nahmakanta Stream
Deed Brook
Twitchell Brook

Upper Joe Mary Stream
Lower Joe Mary Stream
Cooper Brook
Johnston Brook
Logan Brook
East Branch of Pleasant River
Wangan Brook
White Brook
South Inlet Brook
Slaughter Brook
“B” Inlet Brook
Mud Brook
Philbrick Brook
Pratt Brook (obscure)
Tumbledown Dick Brook
(Obscure)
(Obscure)
Caribou Brook
(Abandoned)

MEDIUM TYPE
Johnston or Lost Pond
Potter's Camp
Haynes’ Outlying Camp
Haynes’ Outlying Camp
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Mountain View Pond
Second West Branch Pond
Third West Branch Pond
Chadwick’s Outlying Camp
Berry's Outlying Camp
Clifford Deadwater
Joe Mary Pond
Watchman's Cabin
Griswold's (Private) Camp
Cedar Pond
The Gauntlet
The Shanty Range
To Katahdin Iron Works
Fourth West Branch Pond
Seventh Roach Pond
Sixth Roach (Mud) Pond
“B” Bog
Mink Pond
Rat Pond
Rocky Pond
Cranberry Pond
Duck Pond
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
Clifford Pond
Woodman Pond
Big Pond
Rainbow Lake Dam Camps
Fisher and Greer Pond
Greenville-Millinocket Road
To Kokadjo and Greenville
Bean Pond
Kelly Pond
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Rainbow Lake Camps
Rainbow Mtn.
Doughnut Pond
Little Beaver Pond
Little Hurd Pond
Pitman Pond
Abol Falls
Togue Pond Camps
Oak Hill Pond
Sunday Pond
Pockwockamus Falls
Hull Pond

Stratton Pond
Bear Pond
Murphy Ponds
Gould Pond
Ninth Debsconeag Pond
Eighth Debsconeag Pond
Seventh Debsconeag Pond
Big Beaver Pond
Little Minister Pond
Big Minister Pond
Hurd Pond Logan
Pockwockamus Deadwater
Debsconeag Falls
Debsconeag Deadwater
First Debsconeag Lake
Second Debsconeag Lake
First Bog
Second Bog
Third Bog
Moose Pond
Stink Pond
Sixth Dobsconeag Pond
Nahaakanta Lake Camps
Black Pond
Little Female Pond
Pollywog Pond
Nesuntabunt Mtn.
Fourth Dobsconeag Lake
Shorey's Camps
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January 14, 1948. Howard M. Goff, Chairman, Guide Book Committee, Appalachian
Mountain Club, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
On the basis of our further investigations, it still seems clear to us that there has not been any
infringement by the Appalachian Mountain Club Guides of any copyrighted material of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and that no material in any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide
has been used in the preparation of any Appalachian Mountain Club publications.
1, Wassataquoik Tote-Road - We cannot understand what you have in mind by the comments
regarding the Wassataquoik Tote-Road made in your letter of July 11. We find that the
description of the Wassataquoik Tote-Road in the 1945 Edition of our Katahdin Guide follows
closely the description thereof which was contained in our 1933 Guide. And upon comparing this
description in the 1945 Edition of our Katahdin Guide with the description contained in the
fourth Edition of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide published in I942, we find no
similarity.
2. North Peaks Trail - We also cannot understand what you have in mind by the comments
regarding the North Peaks Trail made in your letter of July 11. Upon comparing the description
of the North Peaks Trail in the 1945 Edition of our Katahdin Guide with the description
contained in the Fourth Edition of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide, we find no
similarity.
3. Cathedral Trail - The Cathedral Trail was changed between our 1938 Edition and our 1945
Edition. All measurements contained in our I945 Edition were from actual measurements made
on the trail by one of our members with a measuring wheel. None of these measurements were
taken from any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide.
4. Hunt Trail - The lower end of the Hunt Trail was changed between our 1933 Edition and our
1938 Edition. The measurements contained in our 1938 Edition for the entire Hunt Trail were
from measurements supplied by the National Park Service. None of these measurements were
taken from any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide.
5. Hamlin Ridge Trail - The figure for the distance between the North Basin Trail and the
Hamlin Peak Cairn in the supplement to our I945 Edition was supplied by Hal Dyer, changing
the original figure made by us based upon our own measurements with a measuring wheel.
Neither of the figures was taken from any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide.
6. Map covering area North of Katahdin - According to our information, even if your claim could
be established to be correct that any material of yours existing in 1929 was in fact used in
connection with the map which appeared in our 1933 Edition, none of your material had been
copyrighted and you had given permission to make use of any of your material. In this
connection, the map which appeared in our 1933 Edition was duly copyrighted by us, and such
copyright of ours would of course take precedence over any later purported copyrights.
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7. Descriptions and measurements East of Old Speck - We find that the description in our 1946
Edition of the White Mountain Guide of the trail leading from Grafton Notch to the summit of
Baldpate goes back at least as far as the same language used in our Guide in 1928, six years prior
to the first Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide, which did not appear until 1934. It is
accordingly clear that the description used in our 1946 Edition could not have been drawn from
any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide. We also find that the description in our 1946 Edition
of the trail up Baldpate on the Eastern side was not taken from any Maine Appalachian Trail
Club Guide, but was obtained from other sources. This description of ours first appeared in the
1941 supplement to our 1940 Edition.
Incidentally, we find that a considerable portion of the descriptions in the 1934 Edition of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide under the heading "Katahdin", on pages 11-17 inclusive,
appear to follow very closely the language in our 1933 Guide, as does some of the language on
pages 39 and 44 of 1936 Edition of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide.
January 18, 1948. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
I’m sending the enclosed clipping for your information. The Governor in his wisdom decided not
to reappoint me upon the completion of my second four-year term. Nutting has been Extension
Forester for the past 16 years and I’m sure will cooperate with the App. Trail Assn. as you will
wish.
I have enjoyed our meetings and shall look forward to seeing you again in the future. I shall
return to Alfred but not until spring.
Rendall Will Open Forestry Office

AUGUSTA, MAINE

(AP) Raymond E. Rendall, retiring forest commissioner, said Friday he would leave the capitol
Monday, return to Alfred and reopen his office as consulting forester.
His successor, Albert D. Nutting of Orono, told him, Rendall said, that he would be in Augusta
Monday to take the qualifying oath, and Rendall said he would remain for a time to help acquaint
Nutting with the office.
The retiring commissioner, a graduate of the University of Maine and the Yale School of
Forestry, said he would devote much of his time to salvaging of burned timber and “aiding in
every possible way the restoration and reforestation of the York county 131,000 acre fire burn.”
PERSONAL
January 20, 1948. Myron Avery to Mr. Raymond A. Rendall, Maine Forest Service,
Augusta, Maine.
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Dear Ray:
I was extremely sorry to learn through the medium of the Maine newspapers the workings of the
political gyroscope. With your training as a professional Forester and your broad vision, we had
looked forward to a new era and an advancement of Maine Forestry practices. I only hope that
what you have inaugurated will carry forward.
I am writing this letter to ask if at some time you would indicate to us your future address. We
want you to continue to be kept informed of developments along The Appalachian Trail through
the medium of maintaining your name on our Appalachian Trailway News mailing list. So, when
your plans are definite, if you will let us know where you are to be located, we can be guided
accordingly.
Some time, at your convenience, I would like to know if you had an opportunity to mention to
your successor the matter of the cooperative arrangements under which work has been done on
The Appalachian Trail by the Maine Forest Service. We had in mind for 1948 reclearing on Mt.
Bigelow and work in the vicinity of Monson and Blanchard, which is Supervisor Hutton's own
area.
{Miss Stephenson, Prof. Sawyer}
January 26, 1948. Myron Avery to Howard M. Goff, Editor, Guidebook Committee,
Appalachian Mountain Club, The First National Bank of Boston, Boston 6, Massachusetts.
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of January 14th in response to my communication of July 11th, attaching
specific illustrations of unauthorized use of data contained in Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine.
I fully appreciate that, with forethought, any admission might lay the Club open for copyright
infringement, and your organization would hardly be disposed to admit any conscious
infringement. Further discussion of past incidents is to little purpose. My concern is to avoid
future occurrences and eliminate any possible impression of consent to and acquiescence in the
use of copyrighted Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s publications. This correspondence will make
that unmistakably clear.
While your letter purports to reply to some of the specific instances set forth in my letter, the
response is totally evasive and seeks to becloud the issue by discussing irrelevant factors. (You
are to be complimented upon an excellent performance in the way of dragging a red herring
across the issues.) After all, the matter could have been disposed of very shortly by a categorical
statement that none of the editorial force, in connection with the A.M.C. White Mountain or
Katahdin Guides, utilized, either directly or indirectly, or made use of any data contained in the
Maine Guide. That no disavowal of use of the Maine Guide is forthcoming is significant. Your
response is to the effect that, on comparison, such use does not appear.
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The procedure has been one of use of measurements, basic facts, etc., with slight alteration,
transposition of decimals to fractions, etc., with this disguise. (For illustration, compare the use
of the distance of .44 m., 2.6 m., 3.4 m. appearing at pages 213-4, 1938 Maine Guide, with
identical distances which you write first appeared in your 1941 Supplement. Can there be any
pretense that these precise decimal figures were not taken from our 1938 volume? If you seek to
deny such a specific illustration, I suggest you furnish specific proof of measurement by an
A.M.C. member for your use.)
To settle the record, we deal briefly with your items:
1. Wassataquoik Tote-road:
You refer to the 1942 Maine Guide edition. Our Wassataquoik Tote-road measurements
appeared in our third (1938) edition and are repeated in the 4th (1942) edition. Note the greatly
revised description of your 1945 edition over the ten lines, pp. 15-6, of your 1933 edition.
2. North Peaks Trail:
1938 A.M.C. Guide: Forks of Wassataquoik to Howe Peak -7 m.
1938 Maine Guide: Wassataquoik Tote-road to Howe Peak - 4.45 m.
1945 A.M.C. Guide, Wassataquoik Tote-road to Howe Peak – 4 ½ m.
What interpretation can be given these distance corrections and the time sequence?
3. Cathedral Trail:
Your statement implies a change in location from 2 ¼ m. (1938 edition) to 1.7 m. (1945 edition).
Some relocation for that trail! The 1942 Maine Guide published a distance of 1.7 m.; three years
later your revision to identical (to a hundredth) figure appears.
4. Hunt Trail:
Mr. Sylvester of the Civilian Conservation Corps, with a wheel which I supplied, measured a
relocation of less than 2 miles on lower Hunt Trail. Is it not a fact that any data the A.M.C. might
have is copy of what was sent to me?
5. Hamlin Ridge Trail:
Here is the extraordinary coincidence of an A.M.C. distance with an erroneous distance of the
Maine 1942 edition. The identity of error demonstrates conclusively the source of the A.M.C. 1.5
m. figure from our error, 1.48 m. It reads like a copyright violation trap. We publish a wrong
figure; later the A.M.C. does the same. Do you suggest your responsibility is less if some third
party supplies the data from a copyrighted publication? Was inquiry made from Mr. Dyer as to
the source of this figure and did he not make clear its source? The figure is that of the Maine
Guide. Your letter of January 11th advanced the explanation of the movement of the cairn.
6. Map north of Katahdin:
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Grudgingly you seem to concede that the extended data west of South Branch Ponds, north of the
1928 A.M.C. map limits, was my work. (See the sketch map and article in the 1928 In The
Maine Woods.) If not, what was its source? Or why was credit noted on your 1931 and 1933
maps?
(The note at page 422 of the June 1947 issue of Appalachia, which has just come to my attention,
is less qualified; you should avoid these inconsistent expressions.)
I have pointed out in my past letter the effect of the Club's appropriation in its 1938 edition; the
underlying motive is one I fully understand. Hence, the terms of any consent were then violated.
But your letter represents an astonishing attitude. Your position is that, if someone gratuitously
makes a contribution and the Club copyrights the product, then the individual is thereby
precluded from use of his own data and has unwittingly parted with all claim. I suggest you
publicize your impression. It will interest would-be contributors. As one who has perhaps
contributed as many items to Appalachia as any individual, this attitude makes very inadvisable
tendering further items for publication. You have importuned me for items on The Appalachian
Trail in New England for each issue of the A.M.C. Guide. Now I learn that you will assert claim
to the data I supply and would preclude my use of it elsewhere. If we find ourselves unable to
assist the Appalachian Mountain Club further under these conditions, there is no justifiable
complaint.
7. Baldpate and East:
1 have already noted your use in 1940 of identical figures published by us in 1938. The use of a
hundredths in the .44 m. is an uncontrovertible indication. (Mr. Blood wrote us after his trip over
Baldpate.) As to the other sources, can there be any pretense that your data was not written by
someone who used the Maine Guide for basic data? As to the other data on The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, you have not attempted to offer any alibi, except on Baldpate. We will take the
remainder as admitted.
The above, I think, disposes of your attempt at explanation. I am sorry to note no expression of
regret over your would-be derogatory comment at page V of the 1945 edition. I called attention
to that previously. It is indeed bad editorial taste, apart from its nature as a reference to a
competing publication. We should have had less complaint over unwarranted use if the source of
data (such as Baldpate figures) characterized your editorial policy. I still expect that your sense
of editorial propriety will lead you to disavow even at this late date this expression. I take it that
no progress can be made through discussion of this matter.
We leave it on the basis of having conveyed to the Appalachian Mountain Club our protests
against past infringements and disguised use of basic data. The suspicion of such practices is
unworthy of the prestige which it enjoys.
With this explicit statement, any future incidents can be only deliberate and intended and will be
so dealt with.
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Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
Editor, Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine
4531 - 45th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C
File Katahdin (2), Maine Files, Miss Stephenson
January 26, 1948. Myron Avery to Kenneth C. Henderson, Editor, Appalachia
238 Chestnut Street, West Newton, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Henderson:
My attention has just been called to the item, "Nomenclature in Katahdin Area", page 422 of the
June 1947 issue.
I have to direct your attention to the last sentence of paragraph 1 and the substance of the second
paragraph. These I consider utterly foreign to the editorial policy which should control a
magazine such as Appalachia. In these days I regret very much to have to give any attention to a
matter of this character.
I am advised as to the system of division of editorial responsibilities in Appalachia and I can
readily appreciate that the full intent of this item may not have been apparent. Further, I do not
believe that it represents an editorial policy which you sanction.
Omitting the last sentence, paragraph 1 and of course paragraph 3 are unobjectionable. However,
the ill-disguised purpose of the remainder is to attack the correctness of map data which I
prepared for the region north of Katahdin. The matter was publicized with a sketch map in the
1929 issue of In The Maine Woods and various editions of Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine,
all of which I wrote.*
When pages of a publication are devoted to this sort of procedure, fair editorial policy requires
opportunity to reply. The "my original sources" in paragraph 2 of the anonymous statement
(presumably Arthur C. Comey) is, of course myself. The situation is self-evident and I cannot
conceive that you will do other than publish, intact, my reply. Responsibility, if the matter
partakes of the controversial, is neither yours nor mine but rests with the original note. Moreover,
Appalachia is a permanent repository and for later readers both versions should be recorded.
{*See also page 179, December, 1928 Appalachia.}
{Copy Miss Stephenson on original.}
I view as much more serious the charge in the last sentence of paragraph 1. The Maine
Appalachian Trail Club with its Maine Guidebook and its Katahdin Reprint is the only other
organization and body issuing maps of this region. Thus, Appalachia is used to charge another
organization with copying its map. The implications and responsibility in publishing such
charges are obvious. The record of publication dates, as outlined in my note, demonstrates how
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the copying occurred. Apart from that, I have a direct admission in the Guidebook Editor's letter
to me of January 11th in the statement –
"If your claim could be established to be correct that any material of yours existing in
1929 was in fact used in connection with the map which appeared in our 1933 Edition, *
* * you had given permission to make use of any such material."
I do not believe that you will question that the pages of Appalachia should not constitute the
forum for publication of libel. The minimum amend for an unintended, as I assume it, editorial
action is to afford opportunity to set the record straight by a reply. This is what I formally request
here.
I enclose as additional copy of this letter, in the event you wish to place it before your A.M.C.
Nomenclature Committee to dispel any burden I might have to prevent its taking action with
non-availability of material facts.
Enclosures:
Nomenclature in the Trout Brook Region, Maine.
Extra copy of this letter and above item.
{Copy Katahdin File (2), Article File (1)}
Note for Appalachia
NOMENCLATURE IN THE TROUT BROOK REGION, MAINE
Mr. R. L. Gower in the June 1947 issue of Appalachia (p. 422) sounds an alarm in a matter of
seemingly momentous importance, involving the authenticity and reputation of A.M.C. maps.
Not only, it is suggested, have grievous transpositions of nomenclature been perpetuated in the
three separate editions (1933, 1938, 1945) of the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide but possibly there has
been committed the heinous offense of portraying non-existing mountains. Volunteers are urged
to traverse this wilderness - less than 2 miles from a motor road in our "roadless” Baxter State
Park - and to furnish "evidence" for his report to the A.M.C. Nomenclature Committee as arbiter
of nomenclature in the State of Maine. Surely, in these days this matter of disinterring a twentyyears' consistent usage is a matter of gravest moment. However, requiescat in pace! The Club has
not here committed grievous errors; there has not vanished within the short space of a decade
what we, in Maine, with due reserve, term a mountain.
As far as I have been able to determine, I was the first, certainly in the Appalachian Mountain
Club, to travel those peaks and to write of them. Others were a decade later. In 1927, with Henry
R. Buck, I came thru the woods from Haymock Lake on Allagash waters to The Traveler and
thence on to Katahdin. {The record of} my 1928 trip, with Dr. J. F. Schairer, appeared in the
1929 In The Maine Woods (Bangor and Aroostook Railroad) and the December 1928 issue of
Appalachia. The first item contains not only our sketch map (the first) but detailed travel
directions. Space restrictions limit me to very brief quotations: "From South Pogy we continued
up the Pogy Road to Burnt Mt. *** climbed the tower to Burnt Mt. Between Burnt Mt. and the
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famous South Branch Ponds, five peaks lie in an east and west line in the following order: Burnt,
Squirt Dam, Black Brook, Black Cat, and the two peaks of the South Branch Mountains. We
descended the south side of Burnt Mt. * * * to the “elbow” of Hathorn Brook. Here we left the
road and traveled northeast through a gently rising upland country, strongly suggestive of an
abandoned New England pasture, passing to the north of a ridge ending in a prominent bare
dome, known as Sable Mtn. until we reached the rocky eminence of Black Cat. * * * From Black
Cat we took a due east course toward the northern and higher of the South Branch peaks. We
crossed a deep valley - Gifford Valley - through which a tote-road to South Branch Ponds once
ran and commenced the climb of the South Branch Mountains through a burned-over area."
My diary for the trip contains rather specific comment for {these alleged} non-existent
physical features. My note on the view to the east from Burnt Mountain is: "Squirt Dam, Black
Brook Mountain (flat ridge), and the two-toothed sharp ridge of Black Cat, backed by the South
Branch Mountains, two-peaks and between the North and South Peaks of Traveler".
The account at pages 174-9 in the December 1928 issue of Appalachia (now buried in obscurity),
less detailed than the account published in "In The Maine Woods", has the following comment:
"There had been some confusion on the Club map with respect to the three eastern mountains
and we had wished to visit them to rectify the error".
My diaries and photos of the trip contain more details of the range which, a comparison with the
sketches indicates, were incorporated into the Appalachian Mountain Club's map, marked
"Copyright 1931”--not as late as 1933, as the Appalachia note erroneously states.
Our trips into this area occurred at a significant time. After the suspension of the wide-spread
activities of the late Edward B, Draper, the Trout Brook country was closed. (See The Story of
the Wassataquoik, The Maine Naturalist, September, 1929.) In 1927 the region was again stirring
after a long sleep. The old Pogy Road from Trout Brook Farm to the Wassataquoik was being reopened. The Pogy Firetower was abandoned in 1918; the Center Mtn. Firetower was
discontinued in 1923 and the Burnt Mtn. Tower built in 1924. The then Lincoln Pulpwood
Company's Trout Brook Farm was in a caretaker status under Superintendent Sumner Potter.
Only two or three individuals--all Maine Forest Service employees--knew the region. Qualified
by years of familiarity as a trapper and patrolman was J. Charlie Maher, whose unerring
knowledge of the terrain is still a vivid memory. Maher traveled with us. The nomenclature
reflected in our writings and sketch map is that used by him and the few who frequented the area.
It has been that since.
My map collection reveals little. The earlier township surveys, which resulted in maps such as
those described in The Monument Line Surveyors on Katahdin, Appalachia. June, 1928, were
totally lacking in any detail. The Edwin Rose Map of 1831 depicts the drainage with fair
accuracy but of the mountain mass he indicates only what is meant for Matagamon Mtn. beside
the Penobscot East Branch. Zebulon Bradley's Map of T.5 R.10 (the region involved) of October
26, 1830, portrays the stream structure but has only vague hachures for the mountains along the
South Branch of Trout Brook. The interesting Sewall Map of 1881 does not include this terrain.
The only State map, "Map of Mt. Katahdin State Park", dated January 20, 1921, made in
accordance with order of Legislature, depicts "Black Cat Mt." as on the east bank of South
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Branch Ponds Brook and Black Brook Mt. as on the west bank. A personal lumbermen’s map of
1920 has such non-existent names as Scovil Pond, Bumpy Brook and Joy Tote-road, etc. and
Little South Branch Pond for the South Branch Ponds. That map, like the present day map,
places Black Cat Mtn. as the second range west of the South Branch Ponds.
The Maine Forest Service’s Burnt Mtn. Firetower Map indicates "Black Brook Mtn.” in its
panorama of peaks visible from Beetle Mtn. The Appalachia item states: "This mountain in part
is said not to exist”; the Maine Forest Service has apparently thought to the contrary since 1921.
The closest fire- tower to the area is Burnt Mtn. The profile of the Forest Service panoramic
Burnt Mtn. Map, dated 1925, accords with the nomenclature of our sketch map.
The most detailed lumber company map, that of the Lincoln Pulpwood Company, in 1922 has no
nomenclature for its hachured elevations. The Appalachia item refers to the nomenclature "of
generations". It is interesting to note that the Club's map of June, 1925, of which Mr. L. F. Cutler
was the delineator, extended north only to Sable Mountain at the south end of The Traveler. This
map reflected the revived interest of the A.M.C. in Katahdin following the trips there at about
that time. In 1928 the first separate edition of the Katahdin Guide extended the northern
boundary of the map to the South Branch Ponds area. It used the Black Cat nomenclature. Its
source, if now determinable, would be a matter of historical interest. However, the Forest Service
State Park Map of 1921, the first to publicize the name, is at variance with the A.M.C. Map of
seven years later. This alleged legend of generations of use is extremely illusory, particularly
when we trace the history of the area and know that until 1920, the region was frequented only
by lumbermen.
The Appalachia item also suggests A.M.C. maps were copied on the point of this nomenclature
arrangement. The Maine Woods article appeared in 1929; the first A.M.C. map incorporating
this appeared in 1931. The sequence of dates makes quite clear the situation; the writer of the
Appalachia note no doubt inadvertently misinterpreted the significance of the data sequence and
when the copying occurred. This comment will serve as a correction on that specific point.
This is the record. The ranges are there. The nomenclature is that of those who lived there and
knew the terrain. It has been perpetuated and publicized for over twenty years. (An inadvertent
draftsman's error in switching two names on the Maine Guidebook's Katahdin Maps 3A and 3B
was corrected in the 1947 Supplement at page 6.) Presumably, no more need be said. However,
on the A.M.C. Katahdin Map, the use of “Traveler Mtn." for the century-old form of "The
Traveler" and the ignoring of the U.S. Geographic Board decision of "Nesowednehunk”
(contradicting an unvarying principle of nomenclature) makes it difficult to rationalize these
nomenclature decisions. Perhaps not even local usage, plus three Guidebook editions and the
various editions of the Katahdin reprint from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, fix a pattern over personal preference. At least these
considerations should serve to acquit the editors of the 1931 map and 1933 A.M.C. Katahdin
Guide of any suggestion of ill-considered and unsubstantiated action.
Myron H, Avery
February 3, 1948. Myron Avery to Franklin D. Gaskell, Proprietor, Carry Pond Camps,
349 Water Street, Skowhegan, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Gaskell:
I am indeed glad to have your letter of January 16th in reply to my letter of December 7th. You
did not indicate whether the Trail Guide had reached you but since my letter was sent to
Bingham, that is perhaps the explanation of the situation. We want to place a copy in your hands
and I hope you will let us know if it has not arrived. We plan to carry your permanent address on
the Appalachian Trailway News list and for other literature at Bingham, unless you advise us to
the contrary.
I am glad to know of your interest in the Trail and that you hope you will be in a position to do
something in the way of the repair of the lean-to and on the section around Carry Pond. I
appreciate all of the labor problems and the difficulties which you will have in getting the Camps
renovated and under way. As I wrote, we could care for some of this work out of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club funds but in order to know our commitment, we would need to have
some word from you in advance.
We would very much like to see this section in good order. Apart from the mile immediately
north of the Camps, there was a mile through the hardwood growth just north of the lake where
the beech sprouts gave us a lot of work the last time we were clearing. I am afraid they are
coming back now.
When you get to camp and see how matters stand, we will hope to hear from you.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
February 3, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold Viles, Ledge House, North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Viles:
Maine Forest Supervisor Hutton wrote to me recently as to his discussion with you in connection
with the “No Trespassing” signs which have been posted on the Ledge House property. Mr.
Hutton told me what you had said, that it was a matter of trying to handle local nuisances and
that the signs did not relate to the use of The Appalachian Trail and were not intended to have
any connection with it. I am glad indeed that Mr. Hutton was able to take the matter up with you.
We stayed at the Ledge House while doing Trail work on Mt. Bigelow in 1942. In 1945 I
happened to be passing by the Ledge House while in the country for a day and stopped there to
see you but you were away.
As perhaps you know, the Trail across Maine is cared for by various groups and individuals. I
wanted to write this letter as an introduction for the man who has taken over the section between
the Kennebec River and the Ledge House. He is Mr. John D. Clark, 113 Cumberland Street,
Westbrook, Maine. Next spring and summer, Mr. Clark will be working on both ends of the area,
reclearing and repainting it. I thought I would write you so that you would know when he
appeared that he was an official representative of the Trail Conference. I am sending a copy of
this letter to Mr. Clark, suggesting that, when he works on the west end of the section, he see you
and let you know of his plans to be in the area.
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We also expect in the fall, probably after Labor Day, to have a party in the area repainting the
route on Mt. Bigelow. If this plan goes through, we will see you at the Ledge House at that time.
cc to Supervisor Hutton, Mr. Clark
February 10, 1948. Myron Avery to John W. Worthington, 112 Pinckney Street, Boston,
Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Worthington:
I have had in mind for a long time, since our delightful visit with Ned Draper, that I would repeat
this pleasurable occasion when I should be in Boston. Unfortunately, I had always been too
rushed and came to Boston upon too short notice. The fact that, like so many other things, I had
been forced to delay the matter until it was too late was brought home very forceably to me by
Mrs. Draper’s very kind letter in response to my Christmas card.
I was, however, delighted to learn that Ned had adopted the suggestion which I had made and
had arranged to have deposited in the Maine State Library his Katahdin collection.
I had also wished to be in touch with you to ascertain whether the pioneers of 0-J-I, meaning Mr.
Knickerbocker and yourself, had continued or extended the 0-J-I developments.
We had a very delightful time, as you will note in the last issue of Appalachia, between Joe Mary
Lakes and the Penobscot West Branch. I stayed only over night at Daicey Pond and consequently
did not learn what you might have accomplished in 1947.
I was in Boston on the 29th and 30th, but as I came there on short notice, I did not have an
opportunity to write you in advance. Miss Meserve was unable to help me locate you via the
telephone route.
We are engaged in making extensive revisions of the Katahdin map where, as you will recall,
you very kindly furnished extensive corrections, all of which will be incorporated.
I hope that we will be able to carry out our unfulfilled luncheon arrangement following our last
meeting with Ned. There will, however, be only two of us now.
If you have a telephone number which you could indicate to me, I could make use of it in the
event that I am in Boston on short notice.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
File under Katahdin
February 10, 1948. Myron Avery to Guy C. Peterson, 290 Cumberland Street, Westbrook,
Maine.
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Dear Mr. Peterson:
I have seen the item in the February 3rd issue of the Portland Evening Express in connection
with your desire to travel the entire Appalachian Trail.
As both a Maine resident and a former employee of the Maine Forest Service, I should be
delighted to see a resident of Maine accomplish this venture.
I have checked at our Trail Conference Headquarters and find that it does not have a record of
any previous correspondence with you as to your project. While the Trail Conference is not in a
position to afford any financial support for such a project or place you in touch with any
sponsors, such as equipment manufacturing organizations, we would want to make sure that, if
you undertook this trip, you would have the benefit of the Trail literature and guidebooks which
we have.
Accordingly, simply so that you would know with whom to communicate, I thought that I would
write you at this time so that, if your plans ever become definite, you will know with whom to
make contact for information.
You certainly got your training on a very rugged section of the Trail in Maine.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but Washington, D.C. written and sent out during his absence to avoid
delay.
cc to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Attwood, Mr. Clark, Miss Stephenson
February 12, 1948. Myron Avery to W. P. Shultz. Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Shultz:
I am enclosing copy of the letter of December 15, 1947, which I wrote to you. Due to the fact
that you have moved around and the difficulty of forwarding your mail, I have thought that
probably the letter did not reach you, so we wrote to the Postmaster at Kokadjo to ask your
address in order to send the letter on. We did not have a reply from him, so I am trying again to
reach you.
We would like nothing better than to hear from you that it was a mistake and an incorrect rumor
and that you will be back at Rainbow Lake next year to greet your friends there.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
{Copy sent Schultz in care Millinocket Bank.}
February 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
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Extreme pressure has kept me from checking at an earlier data with the Geological Survey the
progress made in connection with the five quadrangles of which the index sheets were sent to
you. Incidentally, I found them very unsatisfactory and of less value than I had expected.
Apparently they are useful only for the purpose of identifying the sheet which covers a particular
feature. One can then put that sheet under the instrument which causes the relief to stand out.
Unfortunately, the index map, I learn, cannot be so treated. So the availability of these index
maps has not advanced us much.
I have disappointing news to report. The project has bogged down and unless something can be
done locally in the way of making representations that there is interest in the project, I fear that
there will be little progress for a long time to come. Nothing has been done since the
photographing of the area. Usually blue-line prints are made from the photographs. These give
an excellent idea of the region and would he just what we need. The story in the Survey is that
there is no interest in these quadrangles; no one seems to want them; and consequently they have
been laid aside. They will not be revived until stirred up by some manifestation of interest. There
are even two degrees of deadness. The Stacyville Quadrangle, for some reason I was unable to
determine, is considered to be more dormant than the other four.
This means that the only way of making progress is through you via the Park Commission to the
Public Utilities Commission or whoever it was that we discovered had the direct contact. I would
have undertaken to have written Ray Rendall if he were still in office. My acquaintance with Mr.
Stobie is very casual. The other two I do not know personally. Hence, I fear that if anybody is
going to get in motion work on those quadrangles, it will have to he started by you. They
certainly will remain in the dead files until someone takes steps to rejuvenate them.
I think I have had sent to you an advance copy of the item for Trailway News which relates to
Draper's death. I urged him to deposit his collection in the State Library. I, of course, could not
press him as to his decision but I was tremendously pleased to learn from his widow that his will
covered the matter and that he had already taken all of his stuff to the State Library. It was so
extensive that the Library may have thought that it was getting something of the elephant
category. With the Dawson collection in hand, the Rogers' collection is the major item outside of
the fold. I shall take that up again here. You know that he spends his summers from May to
November at Patton. Perhaps you will see him there sometime.
One thing which we seem to be unable to get any response on is the matter of the Merrill
negatives which Professor Leavitt located. Perhaps his silence is due to the fact that he wants to
use then to illustrate some article or he has some other project of his own in mind. I am
wondering if you know him well enough to jog him in the matter.
Presumably you know the new Forest Commissioner but I feel that Rendall's departure is a great
loss. It means some new person to become familiar with the problems.
Bob is running the 600 for the Bowdoin freshmen and getting, I think, more of a kick out of track
than out of football.
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Sometime I will look forward to learning what the late fall and early winter brought to the
Katahdin area.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
P.S. In working on our Katahdin map, I had made photographic enlargements of the sections of
the three separate plates which cover the mountain area. This enlargement made the trail system
very clear. It is a valuable working map and accordingly I am sending you two enlargements of
the Photostats. If you plan to have a room at headquarters available to the public, we can prepare
some time some exhibit material. For instance, this photostat with the trails prominently
indicated would be an item of interest.
M.H.A,
cc to Miss Stephenson, File in Katahdin file, Maine file
February 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
Recently someone asked me whether I had read the item in Appalachia about the nomenclature
problems north of Katahdin. Although I suppose I have written as much for Appalachia as any
individual, I seldom read it. I said that I was not aware that in this day there were any such
mistakes and proceeded to read the article.
I have prepared a note for Appalachia in reply, with a communication to the editor. I am not over
sanguine that it will appear. When I read the item, it brought to mind that somewhere in your
letters you had referred to the matter. Accordingly, I got out my Katahdin folder and read back
over your correspondence. At the same time I turned back twenty odd years to review the
situation which was the subject of the nomenclature note. I am sorry indeed that, at the time of
your original inquiry, I was unable to have taken the time to check back through the matter as
exhaustively as I have now. I could have given you much clearer pictures than perhaps I
conveyed by my letters. With the pressure of these years and the amount of material that I have
to cram into my mind, a lot of these things become forgotten.
Accordingly, while it is belated, I thought that I would send to you some material which is quite
specific on the point of Black Cat - Black Brook. I assume that you have available or access to
the 1938 In the Maine Woods which printed our sketch map and contained the more extended
item on our trip. However, I am enclosing the following:
1. Reprint from December 1928 Appalachia. (You will note with interest my comment about the
questions which were then current as to the names of the mountains and the reason why we
covered the terrain. I do not know the source of the Black Cat on the Club’s abbreviated 1928
map. However, it was at that time when interest in this area north of Katahdin was being
revived.)
2. Photostatic copy of our sketch map.
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3. 1928 and 1933 issues of the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide. (I would ask that you return these two
items as soon as possible, as they are now probably irreplaceable.)
This, I think, will give you the story. Warned of the specific question, we checked topography
and nomenclature. Our sources were Charlie Maher, who traveled with us, the firewarden on
Burnt Mtn. and Walker. Apparently what we had to say was considered as resolving the
difficulty and the nomenclature has gone through something like twenty odd years' usage.
We know that nomenclature in these remote areas of Maine is often confused, contradictory and
often does not rest on any too well established basis. However, when it becomes published,
accepted and has been on several editions of maps, I think that the problem becomes settled. I
have written you about the erroneous transposition which you picked up on Maps 3A and 3B and
your Traveler map. That will be corrected. Other than that, I feel that since these matters have to
be settled at some time, they should be considered at rest and, irrespective of what our Boston
friends may do, I think that we should deal with this thing in the Maine Guide as a resolved issue.
Looking back at your letters, I note what you say about John Mitchell. That is curious indeed. I
was at great pains to send Mitchell guidebooks, maps. etc., and asked if he knew of any errors.
He never suggested this at any time. Further, we spent in 1937 half a day listening to his father's
most interesting stories on Matagamon Mtn. It would seem to me that Charlie Mahar, by reason
of being in the locality, should have known the local usage.
I am interested in what you say about the Sewall map. I have one which does not reach up that
far. I would be greatly interested in seeing it, if you would loan it to me for a few days. I assume
if the Cobb map has correspondingly curious nomenclature, it could have been based on it.
In view of what I know about the history of the Trout Brook area, I would be surprised if there
could have been any settled usage for a peak of this sort by lumbermen or anyone else. It could
vary with each operation. I have not had an opportunity to secure an opinion from Rogers as to
the situation.
I have checked the outline of the Great Northern Paper Company's aerial photographs and
apparently there are none available for the area.
I appreciate your position in the matter, but since I have been forced to dig up ancient history in
order to make clear who did the copying in this instance, I thought that I should write you at
some length what I would have written, had I examined the archives as closely then as I did
recently.
In reading over my diaries, I was surprised to see how many notes I had there which dealt with
details that I had forgotten. For instance, the account of our going over the packhorse trail,
camping at the Old Road at Mullin Pond and particularly the comment on the Annis Brook
Valley. (You spoke to me of your attempts to follow the old road and your search for the camp.)
My notes refer to the broad Valley, the pond about a quarter of mile below where we crossed the
divide and our thinking that we saw Smart’s old camps which Draper told me were built well up
on Annis Brook. I am going to have these notes copied verbatim without any editing some day
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and I will send you a copy, for I think some of the comments as things were twenty years ago
will be of interest and value to you.
It was one of those rare Washington snowstorms on a weekend that set the stage for this
unearthing of the prehistoric. My old diaries make interesting reading and I note that I refer to
Black Brook as a flat ridge and to the two-peaked appearance of Black Cat from Burnt Mtn. My
photographs are not too helpful.
February 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Eldrldge, Editor, The Pine Cone,
3 St. John Street, Portland 4, Maine.
Dear Mr. Eldridge:
I am writing to you in connection with a matter which I trust will not involve too much difficulty
in the way of checking what may be somewhat on the order of ancient history.
About two years ago we sent to you by express a package which contained a large number of
enlargements of exhibit photographs taken on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We thought that
these might be suitable for use in "The Pine Cone”.
As the enclosed announcement will indicate, we are making arrangements for our Eleventh
Appalachian Trail Conference in the Southern Appalachians. The program includes an exhibit
and since we wish Maine to be adequately represented, I am asking if you can check the situation
and return these photographs to me.
It would be a convenience if you could have them sent express prepaid to me at my address as
given below. I shall be glad to remit the express charges on receipt of your advices.
This package, I may say, was about two feet square and was covered with brown wallboard. This
may serve for its identification.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Miss Stephenson
February 16, 1948. Myron Avery to Honorable Albert D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
As you assume your new duties as Forest Commissioner, you will undoubtedly notice that The
Appalachian Trail route across Maine leads over many mountains where the Maine Forest
Service maintains lookout towers. In fact, some sections of The Appalachian Trail were the
routes to the lookout towers.
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I would also assume that some of the articles on The Appalachian Trail in Maine which have
appeared during the past fifteen years would have come to your attention. We have enjoyed the
most cordial relations with the Maine Forest Service and I hope at some time in the near future
when I am in Maine I shall have an opportunity to pay my respects and discuss with you some
aspects of The Appalachian Trail program.
In order that you may have available more detailed information as to our activities, we have
taken the liberty of sending to you under separate cover a copy of Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine and the Katahdin Reprint. A new edition of the latter is in the course of
preparation. Many of the maps in the guidebook cover areas where there is no U.S. Geological
Survey map or any other available detailed map of the route. The completion of The Appalachian
Trail in Western Maine was due to the work by the Civilian Conservation Corps under the
direction of the late James W. Sewall of Old Town. Mr. Rendall may have had occasion to tell
you of the arrangements during the past two years whereby, with the approval of the Governor
and Council, the Forest Service accepted funds from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club which
were used in Trail work. The work was on the Mt. Bigelow and Moxie Bald regions, where the
Maine Forest Service maintains fire-towers and hence fitted into the Forest Service program. The
details were carried out by Forest Supervisor Hutton. Since the trails fitted into Forest Service
activities, it was a program which was to mutual advantage. We had planned to continue the
program in 1948 with particular emphasis on Mt. Bigelow and the section between Bodfish Farm
and Moxie Pond, which is adjacent to Supervisor Hutton's headquarters.
Apart from the guidebooks and other items on special subjects, our Trail Conference publication,
Appalachian Trailway News, contains frequent items on Maine and the Trail route. The Maine
Forest Service, its Supervisors, as well as the Commissioner have all been on our mailing list and
we trust that you will find these items of interest.
I may say that some thirty years ago, when I was attending Bowdoin College, I worked during
the summer for the Forest Service on its telephone lines and thus was able to acquire an
extensive familiarity with the State, an opportunity which I have very much valued.
1 shall look forward to having an opportunity to discuss with you matters of mutual interest.
February 17, 1948. Marion Park to S. B. Carter, Federal Reserve Bank of Rlchmond,
Post Office Delivery Unit 13, Richmond, Virginia.
Dear Sir:
We have your letter of February 12, 1948, in regard to the interest checks due on our Series G
Savings Bonds Nos. Dl, 390, 8370 and D2, 385, 0150, issued in June of 1941 and October of
1946, respectively. These interest checks should be sent to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Inc., 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington, D.C., as that will be the permanent address and
will reach the Club without delay.
February 17, 1948. Richard A. Hebert, Editorial Manager, State of Maine Publicity Bureau,
Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I am returning the box of Maine "Trail" photos railway express prepaid, as per your instructions
of the 12th. We used these some time ago as an exhibit in our lobby here, but did not wish to
dismount them to have any engravings made.
Our last article on the Appalachian Trail in Maine was in the Summer Pine Cone, 1945, a general
descriptive article, entitled "The Silver Aisle".
I would welcome another article for the coming Summer issue, such as the latest information on
the Trail in Maine, sections which have been resigned or recharted in the past few years, etc.; and
possibly containing description of an actual trip during the same period--personal, camping
experiences, etc. I wonder if Miss Stephenson, or some other staff member couldn't cull such an
article from recent issues of the Appalachian Trailway News? Perhaps three or four photos to
illustrate?
Best wishes for your June Conference.
February 19, 1948. Guy C. Peterson, 290 Cumberland Street, Westbrook, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In regard to your letter of February 10, I was very pleased to hear from you. I wrote you people a
letter about a year ago and addressed it to The Appalachian Mountain Club, New York City; but
it was returned as wrong address.
I have had this proposed trip in mind since 1943. I would appreciate any help you could give me
in regard to a sponsor. Due to the fact that my wife would have to take the car and go from one
road to another so as to save me off trail trips, I figure that it would take between four and five
thousand dollars to sponsor the trip and still leave me a margin to get out of it with the whole
skin, in so far that my wife and I would have to lose our time at work all summer. I am stating
this so as to give you an idea if you should contact anyone that is interested.
Within a week or two I plan to get in touch with the National Geographic Magazine or True
Magazine, or with Abercrombie and Fitch or concerns in that category.
Any possible help would be appreciated.
Will state again I was very pleased to hear from you and thank you sincerely for your interest in
this matter.
{Copy Stephenson, Sawyer, Attwood, Clark}
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February 20, 194.8. Elizabeth Powell, Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, to Captain Myron H. Avery, U.S.N.R. Maine Appalachian Trail Club 1916
Sunderland Place, N. W. Washington 6, D. C.
Dear Captain Avery:
In addition to the usual yearly reminder relative to the contribution made by your organization to
the Appalachian Trail Conference, your attention is called to the fact that at its December
meeting the Board of Managers voted to hold the next session of the Conference on June 26, 27,
and 28, 1948, at Fontana Village, North Carolina. This date was selected in order that those
attending might see the laurel, azalea and rhododendron, so abundant in the Southern
Appalachians, at its peak, as well as take advantage of the Fourth of July holiday.
There is attached to this letter suggested summarized announcement for inclusion in bulletins of
conference members. Further information has been furnished in the form of the detailed
announcement recently mailed to you.
Contributions to the Appalachian Trail Conference should be addressed to F. F. Schuetz,
Treasurer, 233 Broadway, New York 7, New York.
February 21, 1948. Marion Park to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I am enclosing herewith check in the sum of $100.00 to be applied to our account for printing the
1948 Supplement to the Maine Guide. Will you please send to me at 1228 Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C., a statement showing the amount paid and the balance still due?
February 21, 1948. Marion Park to Goldsmith Brothers, 77 Nassau Street, New York 8,
Now York.
Dear Sirs:
I refer to your letter of February 17, 1948, in which you quoted a price of $20.39 for two No.
0123 Scrap Books. I wish you would send these scrap books to the following address:
Miss Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
c/o The Appalachian Trail Conference,
1916 Sunderland Place, B.W.
Washington, D.C.
Very truly yours,
Marion Park, Treasurer,
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Maine Appalachian Trail Club
February 23, 1948. George M. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I once heard that it was bad form to commence a letter with an apology, but in this instance I feel
confident you will permit the departure from "Emily Post" or whoever it is designates proper
letter form. Aside from the levity, however, I and my family live on Chamberlain Lake some 50
miles back in the woods and I am only able to obtain my mail at Greenville when the weather is
sufficiently moderate for me to fly my littly Cub plane to Greenville for that purpose; or when
the Game Warden decides to fly up this way to find out if we captured our winter meat in the
legal manner. This particular winter I spent from Jan. 1st., to Feb. 7th. trapping Beaver and of
course during the trapping season had no time for anything else.
I had some conversation with Mr. Shultz regarding your visit there last fall, and I inferred from
him that some of your group will again visit Rainbow this year. I am very strong for the
"Conference" and would like to take this opportunity to assure you of my heartiest cooperation. I
will be happy to go along with any arrangements you may have made with Mr. Shultz, or with
any plans you have made for the future.
I am very pleased to learn that your stay at Rainbow last year was so pleasant. Sincerely hope
that Bill (Mr. Shultz) did not create a precedent too difficult for me to emulate.
I would be pleased to have you drop me a line at your convenience and will look forward to
meeting you in person when next you come to Rainbow Lake.
March 1, 1948. Myron Avery to Richard A. Hebert, Editorial Manager, State of Maine
Publicity Bureau, 3 St. Johns Street, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hebert:
We are most appreciative of the action which you have taken in response to our letter of
February 12th, addressed to Mr. Eldridge. We are glad to note that you were able to locate the
photographs without difficulty. We are also pleased to note that you were able to make use of
these photographs as an exhibit.
By reason of my Maine residence, the Trail in Maine is an item of particular interest and concern
to me. We accordingly welcome any opportunity to publicize its attractions. Since the end of the
war we have been somewhat hard put to restore the Trail to pre-war condition. We hope to
accomplish this during 1948.
I shall talk with Miss Stephenson in connection with the suggestion of paragraph 3 of your letter.
You suggest culling an article which brings to mind that we have been publicizing, each year, the
very sort of an item which might be of interest to you. I mean that each year we have issued short
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accounts of our work trips in Maine. They are unique and of interest. Those items have appeared
in the Bulletin of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and in issues of Appalachia. I think that it
might be productive if we were to assemble these and forward them to you for your thought as to
the type of an item you might wish to use.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the fact that for many years "In The Maine Woods” of the
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad carried extensive items on the Trail, It will be very easy to
provide the photographs. We should like to know your date limit for the summer issue.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Miss Stephenson
File in Katahdin, Maine Photographs
March 1, 1948. Albert D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was pleased to receive your letter of February 16 and shall look forward to seeing you in Maine.
I am sure that we will be glad to continue arrangements with you in the future. I will discuss with
Robert Hutton your program for Mt. Bigelow and other nearby areas.
March 1, 1948. Myron Avery to Guy C. Peterson, 290 Cumberland Street, Westbrook,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Peterson:
I have your letter of February 19, 1948, and I am interested to hear from you as to your plans.
I am somewhat surprised that the communication sent to the Appalachian Mountain Club would
not have been sent on to us here at Washington.
I think that you are quite right in your estimate as to the overall cost. I am afraid that it will be
extremely difficult to find any firm which would feel that the publicity would be worth that
amount of money in the way of advertising. I should doubt if you would obtain much help from
the National Geographic, since most of its work is done by its employees. It might be that some
other magazine might be interested in having a continuing series of stories. The Appalachian
Trail, however has been written of quite extensively.
I am sorry to have to say that there is nothing that we can do to help you on the financial aspects
of the matter but if your plans reach the stage of where you are going to actually undertake to
travel, we would want to know of your plans in order to make sure that you had all of the
available information and could accomplish as much as possible.
It may be of interest to you to know that the Conference is meeting in the Southern Appalachians
in June. I enclose a copy of the Announcement.
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I am glad that we were able to make contact with you to clear up any misunderstanding arising
out of the fact that we did not receive your letter sent to the Appalachian Mountain Club at
Boston last year.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Sawyer, Clark, Atwood, Miss Stephenson with copy of incoming letter
March 4, 1948. Albert D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I discussed your letter of February 16 with Mr. Robert G. Hutton, our Supervisor for the area
around Bigelow Mt.
I suggest that if you are planning on having him cooperate with you that you write and let him
know your plans. He says that he will be real busy, especially this spring. He suggested that
possibly his chief warden in that area could help by hiring the necessary labor for you from
crews outside the Maine Forestry District. Possibly later in the year his own crews might be of
assistance. However, I suggest that you discuss the matter fully with him. I have told him to
cooperate in any way possible.
March 5, 1948. Myron Avery to G. M. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rear:
I have your very welcome letter of February 23rd. Whether your communication proceeds on
“Emily Post” form or not, we are glad indeed to have some word which clarifies the somewhat
mysterious situation as to Rainbow Lake Camps. In due course, when we see you, we shall learn
of the change in Mr. Shultz’ plan and of your own connection.
As a resident of Maine, I am very familiar with Chamberlain Lake. I have not been there for
some twenty years. My son, however, went by there last summer with the St. Croix Voyageurs. I
note that you have been trapping beaver and wonder whether you were staying at Chamberlain
Farm or at the sporting camps which I understand have been built in the area.
Mrs. Eckstorm gave me, a number of years ago, an extensive collection of documents which had
come into her possession, relating to Chamberlain Farm, so I feel well acquainted with the area.
Those of us who have become familiar with the attractions of Rainbow Lake since the Trail route
went past are glad to know of your interest in the Appalachian Trail. All of the sporting camps in
Maine are on our mailing list to receive our publication, Appalachian Trailway News. You
should find at Rainbow Lake a copy of the green-covered loose-leaf Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine which Miss Park, our Secretary, brought up to date when we were at Rainbow last
fall, by inserting all of the Supplements. If, by any chance, when you take over you do not find
the volume, please tell us and we will replace it.
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Thinking it might be of interest to you to have back issues of our publication, I have asked the
Editor of Trailway News to send you copies of the past two years. You will note the account of
our trip last fall.
I do not know of any particular arrangements we have with Mr. Shultz, except one which was to
avoid future irritation and difficulty. As you may know, the telephone line from the Camps to
Rainbow Lake Dam was put in along The Appalachian Trail. Two years ago, when the
Goodwins had the Camps, bushes were cut knee high under the line and thrown in the Trail as
the best place to put them. This caused a lot of irritation to Trail travelers and caused us much
real work. We spent three days clearing that section and putting it in standard form. Mr. Shultz
agreed to “boil in oil” anyone who cut bushes under the line again and did not throw them out of
the Trail. We would be delighted to hold you to that commitment.
Last year we cleared the Trail from Joe Mary Lake to Rainbow Camps. We repainted all the way
to the West Branch. We were not able to clear to standard fashion between Rainbow Camps and
the West Branch. If you knew that section, you will recall that some parts of the Trail are mighty
tough going. It was unfortunate that old hauling roads were used in some sections. There is an
awful lot of up and down and rough travel. Some portions are very pleasant and interesting. The
ledges above Rainbow afford a delightful trip and make a one-day excursion from the Camps
which we urged Mr. Shultz to feature.
This route was put through just after the lumbering stopped by the CCC in order to get rid of the
uncertainty of being ferried across Rainbow. The old roads which were used in part were not that
bad then but they have since become very tough. We had given some thought to trying to
relocate by using the blue-blazed trail from the West Branch to the height of land and then
turning east along the ledges to hit the Appalachian Trail at the top of the ledges where one gets
the view. From these ledges south to Rainbow Lake Camps is the best part of this link. Mr.
Clifford intended to scout out this possibility but his death cut short the project. I have thought
that the best way to determine whether this is feasible would be to fly over the link that would
have to be cut. Presumably you will have your plane in to Rainbow and I hope that on some
occasion you can search this out. However, since we first discussed this plan, it has become less
feasible because of the deterioration of the old tote-road along the West Branch. From the Cable
Bridge to your outlying camp, that has become a mass of beech sprouts and would take a lot of
work to clear. I have heard that the Northern intends to put in a dirt road along the south bank of
the West Branch in the near future. Leaving out that possibility, last fall I concluded that to
reclear the old route was the most expeditious method of procedure. It will require considerable
work. We have it on order for the next item of business in 1948, but unfortunately, early in the
season our activities will be taken up with the Trail Conference in the Southern Appalachians, so
we cannot get to Maine at that time. I am enclosing a copy of the announcement.
Between Rainbow Lake Camps and the head of the Lake, the conifers have grown in a good deal
and need cutting back. However, due to our repainting the Trail, it is well marked but it will take
a week’s work.
The Conference keeps up the white trail. The blue-blazed trails were the Camp owner’s trails and
while we helped with the marking, if they were not cleared by the Camp owner, there was no
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maintenance. The Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail which goes over to your outlying camp was a
sort of exception. We advertise this as a preferable alternate route. So last year we recleared this
from the Lake to the height of land and repainted it blue to the West Branch. There is only half a
day's work from the height of land down to the West Branch. We are going to replace the signs
on Horserace Brook. Mr. Shultz said that he was going to reclear all the down timber on the east
slope of the ridge and this was one of his commitments. I doubt, however, if he succeeded in
getting around to it. There was then a small beaver flowage just above where Horserace Brook
crossed the West Branch Tote-road. It could conceivably develop considerable trouble. I do not
know whether this section was opened for trapping.
There was one other matter which I might mention, since I am trying to give you a full story.
Fred Clifford and Walter Greene cut out a trail to Rainbow Mountain. Mr. Clifford did not
maintain it and it became ingrown. We took down the sign and removed it from the guidebook
description. Mr. Shultz, however, told me that he had gone up on several occasions, that it could
be readily followed and he planned to repaint and re-open it.
We keep at the sporting camps along the trail material for use when our work parties come
through. In order that you may know what is supposed to be at Rainbow, I enclose the list. You
may want to check it over in the spring and advise us if anything is missing. We count on the
items being there and if they are not available, it upsets our arrangements.
There was another matter which was a commitment of Mr. Shultz. He was to place a sign which
we sent him on the path leading to the Big Spring about half way between the Camps and the
Dam and to put up some signs at the Rainbow Lake Lean-to. I wanted to mention that situation,
because it has become a great nuisance.
There is one lesson which we have learned on the Trail and that is that lean-tos should never be
located on lakes. It is too bad to deprive trail travelers of this opportunity for swimming and
views, etc., but the local fishermen make an awful nuisance of the place. At Rainbow,
particularly when he was operating the Camps at the Dam, Mr. Clifford had the practice of
renting boats and letting fishermen camp at the lean-to. This not only resulted in fishing out the
lake to the detriment of the other guests and no income to the camps, but it resulted that the leanto was always left in an awful mess. We had to spend half a day cleaning up the cans and
straightening matters out. Mr. Shultz said positively that he would rent no more boats to anyone
using the lean-to and would take all the steps he could to keep it cleaned up and avoid its
becoming such a nuisance and eyesore. Since people can walk in, they will probably continue to
come in, stay at the lean-to and fish the dead-waters and the lake with rafts. Those rafts can
disappear promptly and there are other ways of discouraging those visitors who make such a
mess of things. I would guess that you would feel the same way as Mr. Shultz did after his brief
experience and I hope you will do all that you can to assist us in meeting the problems of the
nuisance of these lean-tos and keeping the structure from becoming such a mess and eyesore.
I may say that we receive most excellent cooperation in Trail work from your neighbor to the
south at Nahmakanta, Mr. Schoppe. Probably you know him. The Yorks at Daicey Pond have
been long friends of The Appalachian Trail.
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Since I am making this long letter to give you the full story, I will cover one other phase of the
matter. In the past, before the labor situation got so bad, the Camp proprietors used to assist in
the Trail maintenance by having their hired men do some of the clearing. The Maine
Appalachian Trail Club used to send a certain amount which the Camp proprietors paid the men.
When the work was thought to be done for the proprietor, we found that we got better work than
if the idea was abroad that the money was coming from some city individuals who had more
dollars than sense. For many years Clifford used to get work done from the West Branch to the
Dam. I know that, with your rebuilding and the labor situation, you will probably have little
chance to cooperate with us, but I thought it desirable to go into this aspect of the matter. We
have to do a lot of clearing from your Camps to the West Branch as well as mow the Trail each
year with the weeders from your Camps to the Dam. If your situation is such that you have men
at any time that you can use for this Trail work, if you will let us know, we will place you in
funds and it would be of tremendous help to us if we could get, early in June or July, assistance
in doing a real job of clearing to the West Branch, I know that it would not be to the
disadvantage of your camps and I am sure that you will help us in this connection, if it is at all
possible.
We look forward to meeting you next year and in the interval, what I have written will be enough
to make the situation quite clear and enable us to proceed as far as possible on a program of
mutual cooperation.
cc to Miss Stephenson, Two extra copies
March 5, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
1 am glad to have your letter of 28 February with the listed enclosures. I intended for you to keep
the December 1928 Appalachia reprint, as I have extra copies of it. The 1925 A.M.C. blueprint I
did want back.
I hope that as matters develop, we can build up at the Park Headquarters a library or exhibit of
historical materials. articles, etc.
I am wondering whether you received my other letter telling of the stalemate in the matter of the
Maine maps and the necessity for developing interest in Maine, if we are to move the situation
on. Unless you can build the fire there. I think that matters will continue deadlocked for some
time to come.
If you go to Orono at any time, I wish you would try to find out whether Professor Leavitt made
prints of the Merrill negatives. Dr. Rogers was asking me recently. His reticence, after our
inquiries put him in a position to locate the material, suggests that he may have in mind some
project or article which he is working on and for that reason he wishes to hold them back in order
to have them available.
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I appreciate what you have said about being concerned over having stirred up this nomenclature
matter. I hope that you will dismiss that aspect of the situation from your mind. The Appalachia
note was of course totally pointless, since there are three or four of us who know the story and
whose sources of information can be readily tapped. I am afraid there is a little more to the
"copying" aspect of the matter than any overlooking of my 1928 article.
You will see how the nomenclature in the 1938 article ties in with the 1925 map in some way,
which I have forgotten, the question had arisen after our trip and that was a specific point of
inquiry in 1926. You will set how it all ties in together. I have not had a chance to go back into
my 1928 and 1929 correspondence to see if I can learn what it was which raised the initial
question as to Black Cat, which we considered settled in 1928.
It may be that these ranges are not over-well defined but unless there is something radically
wrong, my view is that the whole thing can best rest as a matter of interesting speculation. I shall
he much interested to know what you find on your trip.
I am also interested to know that you were in Pogy Valley. I should certainly like to be there.
You spoke of a Sewall Map. I have a print of their 1881 (?) for T.3 R.9, which has the panoramic
sketches on the edges. If your map is something else, I would like very much to see it. I think I
asked if you could send it on.
If I am able to attend the New England Trail Conference at Amherst on April 10th, I am
supplying the evening's entertainment by the Katahdin lecture route. I shall be revising our
master Katahdin slide collection and if you have any new items which you have intended for us,
I should be glad to have them now to work into the collection.
When you see Charlie Mahar, tell him that Frank and I count on renewing our acquaintance
some of these days.
I hope to be in Maine soon to meet the new Forest Commissioner. He has written that he wants
to carry on the cooperative arrangements with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and I feel that
Mr. Rendall has very kindly paved the way for keeping the continuity.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
File under Katahdin
March 6, 1948. Myron Avery to Honorable A. D. Nutting, Forest Supervisor [sic],
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I have your letter of March 4th.
In keeping with your suggestion, within two or three days I shall write to Supervisor Hutton and
go into the details of these projects.
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With the memories of the fires of last fall, I can well imagine that the entire Forest Service faces
a very busy season.
We are most appreciative of your interest and cooperation and particularly the directions given to
Supervisor Hutton.
You will have received a copy of our Announcement of the Fontana session of the Conference. If
the Maine situation should permit your being in that section of the country at the time, I hope
that you will make arrangements to be with us at Fontana.
I hope to be in eastern Maine for a day or two in May. When my plans become definite, I will
write to arrange an appointment at your convenience.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
March 10, 1948. Myron Avery to Robert Hutton, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service,
Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I suppose you have received a copy of Forest Commissioner Nutting's recent letter in which he
suggested that I should take up with you as soon as possible the details of the trail work which
we would like to accomplish, saying that whatever arrangements you were able to effect, would
be with his full approval.
Mr. Nutting's letter indicated that you had plans for a very busy season which would pretty well
occupy your regular force. I suppose this may be the aftermath of the fires of last Fall.
You may recall that my previous letters discussed the situation somewhat. Mr. Clark of
Westbrook is taking over between the Kennebec and the Ledge House. He is a very energetic
and capable worker, so we are eliminating that unit from our plans.
The areas are two-fold, in the Dead River District and close to your headquarters at Monson,
respectively.
(1) Mt. Bigelow.- It is our hope after Labor Day to stage the same type of excursion as we had
last year for the purpose of painting the Trail on Bigelow. This means that despite the work of
the past two years it will need re-clearing. The growth in the lumbered area on Little Bigelow
and from Horns Pond to Stratton Flowage will be troublesome. It is the sort of stuff that an ax
and bush hook does not take out too well. Our amateur trail practice which uses a weeder is
really most effective in this type of growth.
{2} Monson area.(a) From Little Wilson Campground to the Watson Place on the old stage road we have about six
miles which is badly ingrown. It is easy to reach from each end.
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(b) There are two miles in the woods between Monson and Blanchard.
(c) We shall need to repeat each year the mowing from the Moxie Bald Lean-to to Moxie Pond.
Most of this is along your telephone line and can be reached by the Moxie fire-warden. In
addition, we have that uncertain section from Blanchard to Bald Mountain Pond. I understand
there is still lumbering in that area.
Since this section is close to towns and quite accessible from roads, it probably can be worked to
best advantage by a hired crew. This section has the least attractions for our volunteer trail
workers, who like the lakes, mountains, and deep woods.
We have one other area which I might as well mention, although I am not sure that it is in your
territory or that it could be worked. This extends from Yoke Ponds on the Kokadjo-B Pond Road
for 10 miles to the Hollingsworth and Whitney Road at Third West Branch Pond. I suppose it
would be out of the question to work it with outside help and I mention it only if a situation
should develop that there were ways and means of opening this up.
I think we could budget $400 for the work this year. If it turned out to be highly successful, we
could try to find more, in an effort to finish up these problems of putting those sections into good
condition which have been bothering us since the war.
As a resident of the State, I know quite fully how these things work out. If the workers think that
they are doing something for the Forest Service it is quite a different matter from when they
think they are being paid by people who have more money than sense. Trail mileage per dollar is
mighty low under such circumstances.
Too, we would like to get this work in July, when this year’s growth would be cleared out. If
1948 is like 1947 that is a tough time of the year for any trail work.
We have an ample supply of weeders, which we could furnish. The 33-inch pruning shears,
which are so good for this small stuff, have been off the market for the last half a dozen years.
We are, however, quite hopeful that we shall have some by next summer.
I think that I have probably given you in a general way enough of the situation so that you can
see how it fits into your plans and what can be accomplished. I will be glad to hear from you
when you have had a chance to check into the matter.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
March 1948. To Constituent Members of the New England Trail Conference –
We wish to remind you that the Trail Conference’s Annual Meeting will be held at University of
Massachusetts on April 10th starting at 10 a.m. in the Bowditch 4H Club Lodge. If you cannot be
present please send me a brief summary of your Club’s activities and plans for the future.
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An attractive program on Mountaineering will be given in the afternoon and evening following
the morning session of the Trail Conference.
John V. Vondell, Chairman
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, Massachusetts
March 11, 1948. Harold Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I noted with interest that you are planning to give an evening’s entertainment at the New England
Trail Conference at Amherst, April 10. I am planning to give an illustrated talk to the
Recreational Conference at Amherst, April 9. I will screen my slide collection so that there will
be no duplication of material. This will be possible because of the time limitations on my talk
(see enclosure). I hope you can be there the 10th, and I shall look forward to seeing you.
I have enclosed four slides, and I have about 10-12 others that I promised long ago, but haven’t
had them copied. We can go over my collection at Amherst, there may be several others that you
would like to have. I have been giving illustrated talks with my slides through the winter, and the
first day of May when we start the season’s work on the park, I will get some long overdue
copies made.
I am planning to see H. Walter Leavitt at Orono soon, and will prompt him on the Merrill photos.
I am planning a conference with the new Forest Commissioner the first of April, and will prod
the stalemate on the mapping program.
My plans to confer with John Mitchell and Charlie Mahar this week were interrupted by the
arrival of a baby daughter (two weeks early). The family is back home now and everyone is fine.
The baby was born March first. As soon as I can recover from the “night shift”, I shall take up
where I left off. I will send the Sewall map (dated 1935) and the 1925 AMC blue-print along
with any other constructive data I may be able to get. I am vague as to what I wrote regarding
this Sewall map. It is very poor and little can be gained from it. It does however show what we
know as Gifford Brook to be Black Brook. It is a poor map and doesn’t mean much. The Cobb
map was probably made around 1925 and I have no idea as to the source of his nomenclature.
You will be interested to know that John Worthington has made some fine trail signs for the
trails of the Kidney Pond region. These will be erected this season, and include signs for the
trails on O-J-I. My comments to him regarding this trail brought an interesting reply. He stated in
a recent letter that “the trail up beside the north slide ends…at the top of the lower ledges. There
are no signs prepared for the woods above the top of the slide…” I advised him that I was
planning to put the park crew on the O-J-I trails this spring. There are some confusing spots in
that section between the wash at the foot of the slides and the ledges as well as from the head of
the slide to the summit.
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I was glad to have your notes regarding Snub Pitch. I came down there in 1940 and could not
locate the fork at the junction of the Pogy Road and the Draper Pack Horse Trail. I hope to be
able to check this out soon.
March 13, 1948. Myron Avery to John Vondell, Chairman, New England Trail Conference,
80 Fearing Street, Amherst, Massachusetts.
Dear John:
I have just learned of a duplication of activity in connection with the meeting of the New
England Trail Conference on April 10th, of which you are probably totally unaware. I had
mentioned to my good friend Harold Dyer, the Custodian of Baxter State Park, that I was to be in
Amherst on the 10th to talk on Katahdin. Dyer wrote back, saying that he, too, was on the
program for forty-five minutes on the preceding day to talk on the same subject. Except for this
chance interchange of correspondence, all of us would probably have learned of this duplication
to our mutual consternation when we met by chance at Amherst.
Dyer has done extraordinary work with his Kodachromes; his winter and fall scenes are
particularly striking. In fact, since few others are in the area at that time, he has more or less of a
monopoly on that aspect of the mountain. We have worked in cooperation and more and more
we have substituted Dyer's slides for corresponding inferior slides which we might have had
covering the same locality. While Dyer spoke of screening his slide collection there would
obviously be considerable duplication or at least showing the scenes of the same locality. In any
event, it would seem that two talks on the same locality for the same length of time on following
days is a bit too much and might even suggest a totally erroneous reason for two speakers on the
same subject.
So, under these circumstances, which will probably come as much of a surprise to you as to me,
don't you think that it would be wiser for you to shift to some other subject for your Saturday
evening affair. I am under continuing pressure and if you concur in my thought that the
duplication seems slightly on the ludicrous side and hence should be avoided, I would have a
feeling of relief in that there would be one less thing which had to be cared for. I would,
of course, regret not seeing you, Mr. Hamlin and my other acquaintances in the Conference.
I feel that you will agree that the situation leaves no alternative except some substitute
arrangement.
While there may be a difference in audience on Friday morning and Saturday afternoon, I do not
feel that that factor warrants the duplication.
cc to Mr. Hamlin, Mr. Dyer, Miss Stephenson
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
{Copy in Katahdin File.}
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March 13, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
It was certainly fortunate that I made the chance reference to the Katahdin session at the New
England Trail Conference. My letter to the Chairman is self-explanatory. I think this duplication
is quite amusing.
You perhaps do not know the extent to which your slides are increasingly forming the bulk of
our own collection. We recently went over the entire thing and have revised our master and
reserve sets. These new photographs are superb. The ones of Wassataquoik Lake are particularly
welcome. Our greatest weakness at the present time is the one across Chimney Pond to show the
full rise of the cliffs. The area which is uncovered now is the Northwest Basin. I hope when you
are next in the area, you can secure some.
I am so driven with work that I was rather reluctant to undertake a commitment to be in Amherst,
which means two full days. Accordingly, I hope Mr. Vondell will adopt my suggestion. He could
use you again on Saturday evening, if he wants to duplicate the theme. I would, some time, like
to have a chance to have you go over our collection in detail and see what we have. When this
gets out of the way, we could send both slide boxes to you.
Dr. Rogers has indicated that he is going to try to put some pressure on Leavitt.
The Cobb maps, as you may recall, covered a very extensive area in Maine. They are dated 1920.
I do not know anything of the source or the origin and I have forgotten where I obtained them,
probably from Oliver Cobb. He might be able to tell you something about it. I would assume that
he would have copied any current maps.
I apparently misunderstood your reference to a Sewall map. I thought it one of much earlier
vintage. The Katahdin Park Map of the Maine Forest Service of 1920 certainly has everything
very much confused. Black Cat is east of South Branch Brook on that map.
Congratulations on the daughter. That makes a very well balanced family. I am afraid, however,
that you will be on the night shift for a very considerable time to come. Aren't you a little
optimistic in thinking that you will be off duty on that score soon?
Mrs. Avery has just come back from the hospital after having undergone her third major
operation. We had thought that her two months' stay at Bethesda last spring might avert the
necessity for it. She had a very rough time but she is improving steadily now.
I hope to see the Forest Commissioner soon in Augusta. He is continuing the cooperative
program of Trail work.
I am interested indeed to learn of Worthington's activities. The 0-J-I trails should be of interest to
people at Katahdin Stream. Your quotation from his letter as to the route through the woods
beside the slide accords with my understanding of the matter.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

43

Since you are proceeding down to the New England Trail Conference, I hope that your next trip
will be Fontana Dam. After you have been in the Southern Appalachians, with your war
experience, you will have covered a good deal of North America.
{Copy in Katahdin File}
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
March 15, 1948. Marion Park to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House. Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I am writing in regard to the statement of the account of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club with
Shenandoah Publishing House, which was furnished me on my request during the latter part of
February. This statement gives the total bill as $872.31 with credits of $500.00, leaving a balance
due of $372.31.
Upon inquiry of Mr. Myron H, Avery, he informed me that he had received a letter from Mr.
McCarty dated December 17, 1947, in which a reduction in the bill of $43.60 had been allowed.
The statement to me of late February does not take this into account.
May I ask that you have the statement checked and that a revised statement be sent to me at the
address given below.
March 19, 1948. Harold Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 13th. I made several attempts last summer to get a good slide of the
Chimney Pond area to show the basin and the cliffs; however because of haze setting in each
time I went up, or was there working, I took no shots. I will get it one of these days. I have taken
several of the NW Basin from Fort Mtn. but had poor results. They are too dark to be of any use.
Regarding the Amherst situation, I have enough material, particularly winter scenes, so that I can
avoid any duplication with a showing to the Trail Conference. The 30 minute time limit restricts
the material considerably. Usually I figure 1 ½ hours for showing my full collection.
I have been uncovering some extremely interesting and, for the most part, unrecorded history of
the Trout Brook region as I get more material on this nomenclature business. The picture is
beginning to piece together very nicely. My trip with John Mitchell was very enlightening.
I went over the whole situation with Mitchell, and we examined in detail a very fine and valuable
collection of maps. He had the Katahdin Park Map of 1920 and a Katahdin Region Map of 1925
both by the M.F.S. He felt that Sewall was the source of this data which has the same confusion
and similar location of mountains as the Sewall map of 1935 that I have.
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The Cobb map was the work of Charles Cobb of Patten, and Mitchell’s comment was that his
material was undoubtedly copied and not of his own survey or knowledge.
Mitchell stated that in 1917 the Lincoln Pulp and Paper Co. sent foresters into the area and they,
being unfamiliar with old usage, put names on everything. Shortly thereafter Mitchell was called
to Lynch’s office to correct the names.
In the early days, South Branch Ponds were Webster Ponds and the names were changed to
avoid confusion with Webster Lake. The mountains next west were called Branch Mountains. As
to the name Gifford Brook, he had no knowledge as to how that came to be, because that valley
is not Gifford Valley.
Gifford Valley is that valley between the Black Brook Range and North Pogy which drains into
Hathorn Brook.
The mountains we have now recorded as Black Cat, Black Brook, Squirt Dam were first known
as the Black Brook Range. Later Squirt Dam was built and the name applied to the western spur
of the Black Brook Range. Later in 1914, a fire tower was built on the west spur of the remaining
Black Brook Mountain, or that mountain we now have named as Black Brook Mtn. The Tower
was never used and was burned in 1915. Black Brook Mtn. is that mountain we now have
recorded as Black Cat.
Black Cat Mtn. is in the Gifford Valley (Hathorn Brook drainage) and sets a little SE of Black
Brook Mtn. (as pointed out by Mitchell to be what we call Black Cat now) and is a little NE of
Sable Mtn. This small mtn. shows on all our maps.
He also showed me the original Black Brook Camp about a mile west of Black Br. Farm and
then told of a fire in 1911 which started here and went down Trout Brook burning much of the
green woods left by the 1903 fire and burned Trout Brook Farm.
I note that your Katahdin Region Map, third edition of 1942, shows what Mitchell has named
Black Brook Mtn. (corrected by your 1947 supplement by transposing names), and it appears
now that the only correction that should have been made was to shift the name Black Cat from
where it was located on the 1942 third edition to that peak shown on the same map at a point SE
of what was shown as Black Brook, and NE of Sable Mtn.
Since Mitchell oriented Lebanna Porter, Burnt Mtn. fire-lookout, his comments would be of no
value; however, Frank “Bungy” Macalroy was tower-man before Porter and also worked for Burt
Howes all through the region. As soon as I contact “Bungy”, Fred Walker and Charlie Mahar, I
shall give you the condensed opinions.
I talked to Fred Walker and Charlie Mahar last week. Mahar was busy cooking at the “farm”.
Walker was recovering from a “trip to town”, so was unable to get much concrete data except
that they are definite as to South Branch Mtns; however they have mixed versions as to the
location of Black Cat and Black Brook. As soon as I can get them with me in the car, I believe
the whole setup will unravel and give us more of the story.
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Both Fred and Charlie were tickled to have heard of you and I conveyed your best regards. They
wished to have me convey the same to you, and each expressed the hope of seeing you in that
country before too long.
I hope Mrs. Avery is coming along O.K.
March 23, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have read several times with extreme interest your letter of March 19. We think that the history
has been quite well combed over, yet your letter sets forth some matters quite new to me.
First as to the slides. I am waiting a response from Chairman Vondell. I suspect that he will look
for another subject or may attempt to draft you for Saturday evening.
I should like to check our collection with you. We are just having made, in kodachrome size, ten
of the finest of the Dawson Chimney Pond photographs. It serves me as a throw-back to illustrate
Chimney Pond and the Basins in their full wilderness glory.
Returning to your letter: That trip with Mitchell must have been most interesting. I wish I could
have made it. I used to think how much going in there with Dr. Rogers' father and with Mitchell
senior, or even with Tracey, would have developed over what they told us.
There are two points in your letter that are entirely new to me. The first is the location of Gifford
Valley. I had never heard any suggestion of this. The second is the building of the firetower on
the west spur of the remaining Black Brook. I wonder why Maher never mentioned it. It seems to
me that that spur must have been the one we climbed.
I am also at a loss to know when we were on "our Black Cat” and on Burnt Mountain, why John
Mitchell’s Black Cat would not have shown up. If distinct enough to be named, it is odd that it
did not register an impression. Sable, for instance, low as it is, definitely did.
This shift of thought as to the nomenclature I think is a warning against any hasty conclusions or
reaching any final view. After all, there is no exigency in the matter. Two things would seem to
be desirable before one could now pronounce any final conclusion: (l) A west to east traverse
from Squirt Dam to South Branch Mountains, covering more to the west than we did. (2) The
appearance of a map based on airplane photographs in order to obtain accurate information as to
elevations. Until all this can be developed, there is the chance that tomorrow's conclusions might
be as different as today’s is from last year's. Perhaps you will develop enough data to prepare the
post-Draper story of the Wassataquoick.
Bungy was a favorite of Draper's. I am glad indeed to have the word from Charlie Mahar and
Walker.
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Your notes on the Webster lake road are most welcome. I attach a copy of revised page 5-25b
with which I have incorporated these changes. I am not clear as to whether I correctly interpreted
your notes under 6.8 m. and I shall be glad to have your corrections.
The note as to the road to Telos Dam will be re-assuring to those who did not want to see it
opened up. Can you get in there now on foot from the Webster lake Road?
I have checked the status of the Katahdin map. Still no action.
The raising of the head on Grand Lake is of interest. Does that flow back any of the recent
Baxter purchase?
We are making good progress with our Map No. 4 and have the preliminary sketch of the new
Katahdin map well under way. We shall be very busy with that this summer.
I hope that Mrs. Dyer and the daughter are doing well.
I shall look forward to more of this interesting story.
{Copy Maine Files}
March 23, 1948. John H. Vondell, Massachusetts State College, Amherst, Mass., to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
After several calls I have just been able to get in touch with Hal Dyer at Sherman Mills. He is
perfectly agreeable to give a Katahdin talk before our Mountaineering Section. This would in no
way conflict with his Friday talk which is going to be given for the Nature Section composed
mostly of recreational leaders.
Dr. Vinal, chairman of the Nature Section, told me sometime ago that he had some men coming
down from Maine but I did not get any details and assumed that these speakers would be talking
more on recreational developments than anything as specific as Katahdin. We have had only a
few meetings of our committee this year so the fact that the overlapping escaped my attention. I
have noted in your letters that you seemed to have an extremely busy schedule ahead of you and
accepted my invitation rather reluctantly. Having Dyer substitute for you will probably be a
relief but we should certainly like to have you attend the conference if you happen to be up this
way and find it convenient. I know that the Hamlins especially will miss seeing you and I should
certainly like to have an opportunity to talk over trail matters with you.
I hope that you have not gone so far with your plans that this change will inconvenience you in
any way.
I shall see that your Appalachian Trailway News and conference announcements are distributed
at the meeting.
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March 25, 1948. Kenneth A. Henderson, Editor of Appalachia, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I deeply regret the delay in answering your letter of January 26, but it arrived when I was
packing up to move, and I am only now beginning to get things straightened out again.
I am glad to see that you still retain your interest in the Mt. Katahdin region, but feel that it might
have been better to have directed your letter to the signer of the note in Appalachia who
requested the information that you sent to me. This hardly seems a matter for editorial
consideration, as the note in question was a simple request for enlightenment on an obscure point,
and contained no reference to the acts or omissions of any individual or organization. Since you
have addressed me in this connection, however, I shall endeavor to answer your questions.
The note, as it appeared in Appalachia, was put in at the instigation of the Club committees in
charge of guidebooks and nomenclature, which had been requested by the Baxter State Park
authorities to clear up the rather confusing assignment of names in that section of the state park.
The present nomenclature, as you probably are aware, does not agree with the previous names
applied by the various timber cruises made in that area from 1870 on. Furthermore, it does not
appear to agree with the local nomenclature as applied by the woodsmen in the region. The
request for information which we published was an endeavor to straighten out the confusion
which apparently exists. I think your very interesting explanation should be passed on to the
proper authorities and I have noted your request to turn over a copy of your correspondence to
the A.M.C. Committee on Nomenclature. I also believe this should be brought to the attention of
the Guidebook Committee, as they are charged with the responsibility of writing the description
of the trails and naturally they need to be cognizant of and should give considerable thought to
the proper naming of any trails in the region.
I think that you will agree, upon reconsidering the matter, that it would serve no useful purpose
to publish the rather lengthy note which you sent me on the subject of nomenclature in the Trout
Brook region, Maine, as the original note in Appalachia was merely a request for information,
and the information should properly go to the person who requested it and can bring it to the
attention of the proper committees. It might perhaps be of interest to some of our readers to
publish a short note in the current Appalachia to the effect that you had traversed this region in
1928 and had described these mountains in your note which appeared in Appalachia, Volume 17,
pages 174-179» possibly in the following terms.
Nomenclature - Katahdin Area. In connection with our note in Appalachia. Volume 26.
page 422 (June, 1947), Myron H. Avery advises us that he traversed the region to the
west of the Traveler in 1927 with Henry R. Buck, and in 1928 with Dr. J. F. Schairer. An
article, complete with sketch map, describing the latter expedition, was published in the
1929 issue of "In the Maine Woods" and also in the December, 1928 issue of Appalachia.
(Myron H. Avery, A Circuit of the Katahdinauguoh, Appalachia, Volume 17, pages 174179.) Mr. Avery states that he believes it is upon the record of this trip that the present
questioned nomenclature is based.
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I think, you will agree with me that this covers the matter quite fully and gives credit where
credit is due.
Thank you for bringing this to my attention.
cc: Committee on Nomenclature
March 26, 1948. Jean Stephenson to Dr. Marion Smith, Secretary, New England Trail
Conference, Fernald Hall, Massachusetts State College, Amherst, Mass.
Dear Dr. Smith:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has received the post card requesting a report of the condition
of The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I enclose a report, short enough to be read at the New England Trail Conference in the event that
none of the Club’s representatives are able to be present.
Copy to Mr. John H. Vondell
March 28, 1948. Myron Avery to John Vondell, 80 Fearing Street, Amherst, Mass.
Dear John:
I received on March 25 your letter of March 23. I am not quite clear as to how I stand with
respect to any commitment. (1) Have I been “scratched” on the printed program and Dyer
substituted for Saturday evening? (In that event I would attend totally as a spectator.) (2) Is the
situation one where I still appear o the program with an arrangement that if I am unable to attend
you have a first stringer available to put into the play?
We shall have sent to you in ample time and to Miss Smith a report on The Appalachian Trail in
Maine, so that there will be no gap in this connection. The report has been written and it is just a
matter of it being mailed.
There is one matter of Appalachian Trail Conference business which I trust the member from
Massachusetts can care for. I am concerned as to whether the distance will preclude the
attendance of any delegate at Fontana. Can you take up at your meeting the matter and see if
there will be available some one in attendance to whom reports for New England, other than
Maine, the White Mountains, and Connecticut, could be funneled. It would be most unfortunate
to have this gap in the reporting units.
cc: Harold J. Dyer, Wm. R. Hamlin
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
Below on copy to Dyer only:
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My availability, divorced from any commitment, remains undetermined. M.H.A.
March 30, 1948. George M. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your favor of Mar. 5th. received and note the inventory attached. I do not know exactly where
all of this material is at the moment but will locate it as soon as I go over to Rainbow for the
spring clean up.
You will be interested to know that I have been a resident of Chamberlain Farm for the past four
years and some day hope to have it paid for and will retire here if my plans work out. I am
planning to build sporting camps here if and when I am financially able.
I am tremendously interested in the papers relating to the farm. I knew of their existence and
after some inquiry concluded they had burned in the fire here at Chamberlain some years ago.
Do these papers hold any value for you? If not I would like to have them, if you wish to retain
them would it be possible to read them.
With regard to the placing of signs etc. Will have to see what Mr. Shultz did in the matter. If he
has not taken care of putting up the signs I will. Believe as you do that itinerant fishermen can
only harm a situation like Rainbow and am sure I will be able to discourage them from coming.
It was on this account that I did not conclude a deal with Mr. Clifford before his accident. I felt
he had cheapened the camps and wanted too much money under the circumstances.
With regard to trail work by my men this spring. I feel that any work done along these lines is
beneficial and would be very happy to have some such work to take up the labor slack. I can of
course make no stipulation as to how many man days I can provide but I feel sure that I will have
some excess labor. This is my first year at Rainbow and it would be too much to expect a solid
booking the first year. I would suggest you write me as to the exact work you wish done and
some description of the way you want it done. You can send whatever funds you desire in this
connection and I will give you an accounting whenever you so specify. If you will specify how
much I am to pay for this work it will facilitate matters somewhat. I will have at least two men
on a straight wage basis and if I am not full all the time it will be a godsend to have your work to
do. I probably will have to pay these men three or four dollars per day and board, I have one man
that may come for two per day when not guiding. You can use your own judgment in this matter
and I will do my best along the lines you suggest.
In the meantime if you think of any other way I can be of service to you or the conference do not
hesitate to call on me.
March 31, 1949. John Vondell, 80 Fearing Street, Amherst, Mass. to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Myron:
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Am sorry that my letter of the 23rd has led to confusion. I’ve checked over my dictated letter
carbon of that date, and though it seems clear to me perhaps my phraseology is misleading.
To go back to the beginning: I wanted a Katahdin talk this year. Knowing your love for the
mountain and the numerous articles you’d written I felt that you would be the man to give it.
Somewhere along the line I remember that Dr. Vinal mentioned having some Maine men coming
down to talk to this Nature Section. I assumed that they would be park men and would talk along
maintenance lines.
From your letter of March 13th, mentioning Dyer, I inferred that you did not care to give a
Katahdin talk, and if Dyer took your place on any program it would be a welcome relief to you.
You have constantly mentioned that you were under pressure and I have felt that you were
somewhat reluctant to take the time to come to Amherst.
You did mention shifting the subject for Saturday evening, but we distinctly need the Katahdin
talk as it has been advertised and if changed would disappoint many people. Dyer’s two
presentations would cause no audience duplication.
Miss Stephenson sent me a report of the M.A.T.C. I assume that Max Sauter will attend the
Fontana Conference. After our N.E.T.C. annual meeting he can be will armed with New England
trail reports.
March 31, 1948. William Hamlin, 60 Fearing Street, Amherst, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
A copy of your letter of the 28th. to John Just received. Since I was on the point of answering
your previous letter, I phoned John, and arranged to reply to your letter of the 28th. for him.
The first of the two alternatives you mention in your letter letter is correct. You are “scratched"
from the printed program and Dyer is substituted."(To be more exact, at the time when the
programs went to press, John did not know which of you would be speaker, so they read for 7
P.M. Saturday evening, KATAHDIN, GRAND MOUNTAIN OF THE EAST, with speaker
unnamed.)
From reading your letter of the 13th., John and I independently got the idea that work had so
piled up on you, that you would find it a great relief, if you did not have to come to Amherst. So,
although you had been John’s first choice, when you gave Dyer a fine recommendation, he
phoned him, as he wrote you, and arranged for him take the Saturday eve. assignment. And,
understanding you would not want to come to Amherst, he canceled your hotel reservation for
Friday evening the 10th, at the Lord Jeffery Hotel.
John says he will see that some one is appointed at the N.E.T.C. meeting to give the reports for
New England, other than Maine, the White Mountains, and Connecticut. Some time ago Max
Sauter told Vondell, that he expected to be at Fontana, so probably Max will be the funnel.
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We hope, even now, that your work will let up so that you can get to Amherst. If it does, let me
know your train, and I will meet you with my car at the Northampton R.R. station. I had been
saving up several things to talk over with you at that time, but if you can’t come, I will write later.
I hope that Mrs. Avery is making a good recovery from her two major operations.
P.S. Mrs. Hamlin wants me to say, that she thinks we can find a room for you somewhere , if you
can make Amherst.
copy to J.H. Vondell

March, 1948

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, INC.
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
NOTE TO PURCHASERS OF THE MAINE GUIDEBOOK

In 1947 there was sent to you, as a purchaser of the Maine Guide, the 1947 Supplement, together
with some 158 revised pages and corrigenda. Previously there had been mailed to you copies of
the annual Supplements as issued to this Guide. The substitution of these new pages made the
Fourth Edition of the Guide just as if a new edition had been issued. The procedure is explained
in "Note to Purchasers of the Maine Guide", which was sent to you with the 1947 revisions.
We have no record of having received the $1.00 contribution toward this material on the basis of
which future Supplements and revisions would automatically be sent to you. We are now in the
process of distributing the 1948 Supplement and some 30 revised pages representing 1948
corrections.
Since we have endeavored to handle this guidebook matter as a continuing service, before
removing your name from the list to receive automatically Supplements, we thought it advisable
to send this additional notice. If you do not wish to keep your Guide current, no action is
required; if you have overlooked the matter, on receipt of the $1.00, the 1948 Supplement and
revised pages will be sent to you. For this purpose, the form sent with the 1947 Supplement is
repeated below, which can be used to send the dollar.
Detach here
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
Care of Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.,
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
Enclosed* is $1.00, representing my contribution toward the printing of the 1947 Supplement.
I wish you would continue my name on your mailing list to receive additional Supplements and
materials at the address indicated below.
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Very truly yours,
Name ________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
*Stamps are satisfactory if in denominations of three cents or less.
April 1, 1948. Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service, Monson, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I regret not answering your letter sooner. My reason for the delay was that I wanted to know
better to what extent we will be able to assist you in the work of Trail cleaning.
This year the work will, of necessity, have to be done by outside labor which can be recruited
locally. We have a very full season’s work for our Forest Service personnel and I doubt very
much, at this time, that I can promise a great deal in this respect. Local labor is more plentiful at
present than it has been for the last few years and it shouldn’t be difficult to pick up enough to do
the work which you have planned.
April 2, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I read in the Portland Telegram the item on Coffman. I took it to Trail Conference Headquarters
and found that in the latter part of February he had sent in an order for $15.00 worth of literature,
including the Maine Guide, New England Guide, Blue Ridge Guide, Suggestions, and several
other items. The order was air mail and he asked that the publications be sent air mail to him at
the Naval Hospital, Brooklyn, N.Y., but he did not mention any intention of making a trip, nor
did he ask for any information.
1 suppose we people in New England are so used to travel only in the summer that it never
occurs to us that anyone would undertake such a trip in winter. The particularization of June to
October was to avoid the impression that a month earlier or later would be satisfactory.
Miss Stephenson has the item now and she plans to elaborate on it in APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS. We know nothing of the two sailors you mentioned in 1946. Could you
send her more details? It would strengthen the article by showing the Coffman incident was not
the only one of the kind.
I think you are quite right and since these incredible things are happening we will have to play
them up more in the Guidebook. I will tell you sometime when I see you about a serious episode
on the Barren-Chairback Range. We have incorporated into p. 3 of the Guide a detailed warning
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when there is apprehension that the route may have been missed. Next year we will stress the
weather situation.
Your further report of Katahdin research is of much interest. I couldn’t believe that Mitchell
could be right on Gifford Valley. There isn’t enough of a valley in there to have warranted a
characteristic name when names were so scarce in the area. After all, Mitchell has not been there
for a long time. His failure to register any disapproval back twenty years ago plus your confusion
on his about-face on the nomenclature indicates that it would be perhaps highly inexpedient to
place too much reliance upon his recollection to-day and make his opinions determinative. After
all, this nomenclature business has to settle down some time and my thought would be that the
most productive procedure would be to adhere to the present day usage.
I also would find it hard to believe that there is a Blackcat of any prominence where Mitchell
indicated, although he may be very much right.
I am glad indeed that Vondell made definite arrangements with you for Saturday evening. I think
you will enjoy the performance and will meet a lot of fine people. I am considering myself
relieved of responsibility and plan to make no further effort to attend.
As to your added note, "This road is passable in winter only.” I suppose you mean by automobile.
April 3, 1948. Myron Avery to Kenneth Henderson, Editor of Appalachia, 29 Agawan
Road, Waban 68, Mass.
Dear Mr. Henderson:
I have your reply of March 26th to my letter of January 26th.
I was surprised at the "lecturing" tone of your letter. As 1 seldom read Appalachia,, I did not
know of the note until a reader brought it to my attention. Rather then taking other action, I
immediately afforded the editor on opportunity to correct a gross abuse of the columns of
Appalachia, and to have withdrawn the totally unsupportable statement that the A.M.C. map in
the Trout Brook area had been "copied" in our maps. If the situation requires a long exposition to
set the record straight, that is not a matter of my concern and responsibility. Your quarrel is with
those who have placed the magazine in this position. I have addressed no questions to you, as
you suggest in par. 2.
As a member of the A.M.C. Council, you are fully aware that I, as editor of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club’s Maine Guide and Katahdin Guide, have filed formal protest against
copyright infringement and unauthorized use of material.
You justify the Appalachia item as a "simple request for enlightenment". It might have been so
understood except for the last sentence of par. 1 and for par. 2. Your explanation confirms to me
that you did not appreciate the background or the intent of the item. However, when you re-read
it, with particular reference to the last sentence of par. 1 and par. 2, you will see, of course, what
those who read it have quickly grasped, that it is a not too clever insinuation intended as a
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reflection on me, on the publications which I have edited, and on the articles which I have
written. What other purpose can be suggested for these sections of the item?
I might add that I am thoroughly aware of the extent of the so-called "request of the Baxter State
Park authorities". Park supervisor Dyer is interested in the solitary use of the name “Black Cat”,
on the (non-copyrighted) A.M.C. 1925 map. My note explains it. There is no confusing
assignment of names; the matter has been settled for two decades. Statements made to you as to
various timber cruises from "1870 on", apart from being ludicrous, indicate either ignorance or
lack of frank dealing with you.
Looking at the matter objectively, had information been the purpose of the note, the usual ways
and means of obtaining it would have been utilized. In such cases, the authors would have first
consulted Club records and then the Nomenclature Committee made inquiry, if it wished any
further elaboration. None of this was done. The intent was otherwise and the manner of
presentation served in getting it past your editorial check.
When this was brought to my attention, I felt that you could not originally have been aware of it
and that when you re-read the item, in the light of my communication, you would take the action
expected of any fair-minded editor who has unwittingly published a near-libel--that is, correct it.
The item you suggest using not only does not correct it, but it intensifies the damage. I definitely
do not consent to its use. It is not a matter of credit; it is a matter of whether the pages of a
publication like Appalachia are to be used for a personal attack. If that attack was made without
the knowledge of the editor, it should be corrected at once; if made with his acquiescence, the
member affected should be given appropriate space in the same magazine to make an answer.
This is a standard editorial policy with all reputable publications. It would be expected that the
Editor of Appalachia would observe such ethics.
I still feel that you will not wish to have publized [sic[ that your concept of fair editorial policy
permits the use of the magazine which you edit to make such charges and that, when you fully
understand all that was implied in the item, you will act as does any reputable editor whose
journal has been so misused.
cc: Miss Stephenson, Committee on Nomenclature
April 7, 1948. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I have your letter of April 1st. I appreciate your bearing in mind to write me as to the situation.
I rather expected that the Forest Service would have ahead of it a very intensive work program.
We are greatly obliged for your interest and your willingness to see the matter carried on by local
labor. I suggest that you leave them under the impression that they are working directly for the
Forest Service and that you will inspect the results. I have the feeling that we shall get more of
a return.
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This brings us down to ways and means. We would like to have the work accomplished as early
as possible. Should we proceed as in previous years by sending the money to the Forest
Commissioner? It occurred to us that the use of outside labor might make some other medium a
more convenient one. If you will let us know we will act accordingly, so that the work can get
under way at the earliest moment.
The Trail Conference meeting at Fontana (if World War III has not broken out then) will keep
me from getting to Maine in June, as I would like to do. I shall, however, get up there at a very
early date to check over the work.
We have indicated where the work is needed and would leave it to you to take the available
money and use it to greatest advantage in the area involved. My earlier letters went into detail as
to the conditions in the respective localities
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
Undated, 1948. Herbert A. Erf, Jr. 308A James Hall, Amherst College, Amherst, Mass., to
Myron Avery, Overseer of Trails of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Dear Sir:
Late last summer a Mr. Charles Windle wrote you from Camp Kawanhee regarding Trail
clearance. In his letters I was mentioned also as being interested in this type of work. Since that
time Mr. Windle has learned he will be unable to participate in such a project this summer.
During this spring vacation I saw in the Trailway News a notice of the Maine Trail Crew for
1948 in which I am very much interested. I am 18 years old, a freshman at Amherst College and
have spent the last seven summers in the Maine woods. You may remember that I am acquainted
with the Trail from Katahdin to the Kokadjo road, from Gorham, N.H., to Old Spec and from
Madrid to the Ledge House. I have been to Katahdin on several two day trips and feel that I can
handle myself while camping. Last August I visited Prof. W.H. Sawyer at his Lewiston home to
learn of the work expected in Trail clearance. He thought I was physically fit for the project.
I am interested in this summer's project because of the opportunity to become familiar with
another phase of Trail activity, to meet others who enjoy this type of experience and at the same
time to offset some of the expenses involved in a vacation. Needless to say, I am concerned with
the work because of what it is rather than what its remuneration may be.
If I am not writing too late I hope you will be able to send me more particulars on the project. I
could probably begin work around June 20.
In the event references are needed, you might contact Clarence F. Bateman, West High School,
Columbus, Ohio, or Dr. Ross Miller, Jamestown College, Jamestown, N.D. I have camped and
spent several summers with both of these men.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

56

Further correspondence should be mailed to the college address as I return to Amherst April 12.
April 7, 1948. Myron Avery to Mr. Herbert A. Erf, Jr., 308A James Hall, Amherst College
Amherst, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Erf:
I have received your letter to the effect that you are interested in working on The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. 1 have not heard from Mr. Windle for some time and I had guessed that he would
not be available.
Professor Sawyer spoke most commendatorily of you, as the result of the call which you and Mr.
Windle made on him last August.
We have made arrangements for Forest Service work in Western Maine. However, there is work,
particularly between the West Branch and Rainbow and between the Kokadjo-B Bond Road and
Yoke Pond Camps, as well as on the Barren-Chairback Range. We have received several
inquiries but they are rather speculative, so we do not have any definite assurance of the
availability of anyone else for trail work. Since you did not mention the matter, I assume that you
did not have in mind anyone to work with you. Our idea would be to base on the Sporting Camps.
I do not know whether your parents would want you, even under these arrangements, working
alone or how that would work out. By reason of the Trail Conference being held at Fontana in
late June and early July, I would not be available to go into the woods and start you off until
some time in July.
You can let me know as to what you had in mind as to working with anyone else and how being
in the woods alone, but staying at the Sporting Camps, would work out, as far as you are
concerned. It would mean considerable planning and careful work on your part to make the
project worthwhile from our point of view.
cc to Mr. Sawyer, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
April 9, 1948. Myron Avery to Mr. Hebert.
Dear Mr. Hebert:
You will recall that you wrote to us some time ago in connection with the possible use of our
material on The Appalachian Trail in Maine in The Pine Cone.
We sent to you some of the recent items which have appeared and as we have had no farther
letter from you we have assumed that you have found that you could adapt this material to your
editorial uses.
We share the pride of all good State of Mainers in The Pine Cone and wish to contribute to it.
We have thought that a few photographs of outdoor activities might be of interest to you and
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accordingly are sending for your perusal a dozen enlargements. We would ask that if used the
legend be "Photograph by Mark Taylor” Courtesy of Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I am wondering if there has come to your attention the items in connection with the paintings and
photographs of Katahdin. They make quite an historical item. On the chance that you have not
seen them, I enclose reprints.
Some time ago we sent to Mr. Eldridge some enlargements of our Maine Photographs which he
used for exhibit purposes. One of our photographers has interested himself in making
enlargements of some of the old photographs. In order that you might know of this possibility, I
have sent on to you by express these enlargements for your inspection. I suppose to make the
story really worthwhile, we should have a legend to indicate the significance of the photographs.
We would be glad to do this if the enlargements fit in with your program.
I was sorry to have missed your representative at the time of the Sportsmens’ Show here and I
shall hope to have the pleasure of seeing you on some occasion in Maine.
April 12, 1948. John D. Williams, 170 Hubbard Street, Glastonbury, Conn.. to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery,
I am glad to see the notice concerning Maine Trail Crew Applications in the January 1948
number of Appalachian Trailway News. Interested as I am in trail work of this sort, I would be
glad if you could tell me how this summer's project will be financed. If the workers pay their
own expenses, the cost for the two month period from June to August at current sporting camp
rates would I presume come to quite a figure. Of course there are various ways of self help which
may be relied upon to some extent to help defray expenses but I wonder if various clubs or
groups using the trail could be counted upon to contribute something also.
April 12, 1948. Myron Avery to George L. Winter, St. Regis Paper Co., Bucksport, Maine.
Dear George:
While the cherry trees have bloomed in Washington, Spring is probably a long ways away in the
Maine woods. I did, however, want to write and ask if you would bear in mind to try to find out
how far down the Trail and on the Barren-Chairback Range this year’s lumbering came.
The worst trouble are those road blocks where they put the haul roads right across the Trail.
I shall be very much obliged to you for any information which you can send me as to what has
occurred since our last correspondence, and the plans for 1948.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 12, 1948. Myron Avery to George M. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Rear:
I am glad to have your letter of March 30th.
I am much interested in what you have to say about purchasing Chamberlain Farm and planning
to build camps there. My younger son went by there last summer with the St. Croix Voyageurs,
which is run by Mr. Dwelly of Auburn. I had heard that there were sporting camps on the Lake
which were built since I was last there.
The Chamberlain Farm papers occupy folders which are about a foot thick. I intend to deposit
those papers in the Maine State Library but I would be glad indeed to make arrangements for you
to examine them.
I recall Mrs. Eckstorm telling me that the most valuable book, the account book, which goes
back about a century, was obtained about fifteen years ago and placed in
Library.
I am glad to know that you think you are in a position to help with the Trail work. I don’t think
there is much that I can say as to how it can be done that you would not know, better than we do.
The appearance of the Trail from the Camps to the Dam, since it will not have had a chance to
grow up, will give you a pretty good impression. We try to cut it clear for about four feet and to
get overhanging branches as well. Because of the trouble with the growth we made the trail from
your camps to the Dam very wide. Going north from your Camps to the head of the Lake it is a
matter of limbing the firs, which have grown in, to make a wide tunnel. The long-handled
pruning shears may seem to an experienced woodsman such as yourself a sort of sissified
method of trail clearing. However, experience will, I think, bear out that these are by far and
away the best tools for this small stuff when cut close to the ground and at an angle. This tool is
much better than the bushhook. In the summer when the brakes and berry bushes hide the Trail,
the weeder does a great job in opening up the route. It is much easier than a scythe and really
makes a trail look like something. Along the Lake and even up to the Ledges would be easy to
handle. From the Ledges to the West Branch, due to the distance, is hardest to reach and of
course that is where the work is most needed.
As far as what is paid, I think we would have to leave that with what you can do in the way of
getting as much trail work done as possible.
As for funds, perhaps the best way would be to let us know when you are going into Rainbow
and we can send you the money in advance to be paid against the work.
I feel as you do about the matters at Rainbow and I think that this labor would be to mutual
advantage in giving you better trails around the Camp.
When you go over to the West Branch, I shall be interested to know if the beaver at Horse Race
Brook have done any damage.
All of the tools which you will need you will find at the camp, for they are listed in the inventory.
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Some of the people here who had your letters about Rainbow have been very much interested
and are preparing to send you their suggestions.
You have a very interesting locality and with your energy and work I think you will build
Rainbow back up in a very short time.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
While the meeting at Fontana is going to eliminate any early summer work in Maine for us, I
have been turning over the prospect of giving myself a three or four day vacation over Memorial
Day. I had thought that I might go up to Daicey Pond Camps and spend the time between the
West Branch and Rainbow. On the other hand, if you had any thought of going up to the north
country for Trail work, I could join you and do some of the painting. I do want to travel between
Maine Highway 7 [27? 17?] and Orbeton Stream to check the Trail data. That would mean a
couple of days.
As I think I told you, the section from summit to the county line is really very much in need of a
first class intensive paint job.
I was interested to hear that David was the moving spirit in organizing an outing club at
Brunswick. For some reason there has never seemed much interest down here. I hope that the
project makes progress.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Helen E. Attwood, Camp Adeawonda, Spring Lake,
Flagstaff, Maine.
My dear Miss Attwood:
You will recall our correspondence last year with respect to the work trips of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. Last year, we found it necessary to do our trail work farther east in the
State.
This year. It is possible that there may be a small party in the Mt. Bigelow area after Labor Day,
and I thought I would write at this time and inquire as to your plans for Spring Lake Camp this
summer and when you would expect to close it in the Fall.
The Appalachian Trail Conference session, the first since 1941, is to be held in the Southern
Appalachians the end of June and prior to that time we shall probably not be able to complete
plans for the Maine trip. However, it is important that we be formulating some plans and
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possibly make some tentative arrangements prior to that time. Hence, I would be glad to hear
from you at your convenience.
April 15, 1948. Herbert A. Erf, Jr., 308A James Hall Amherst College Amherst, Mass., to
Myron H. Avery, Overseer of Trails.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have received your letter of April 7 regarding Appalachian Trail work in Maine. I am writing
my parents in view of what you wrote and will write you again as soon as they reply.
My father would like me to attend a meeting the very days during which the Fontana Conference
is being held. Consequently, the early July start you mentioned is also more convenient for me.
Working alone on the basis suggested would not bother me at all. If my parents approve of the
project I assure you all possible effort on my part in terms of planning and careful, diligent work.
There is no need to acknowledge this letter as I will follow it with another as soon as I have the
opinion of my parents.
April 15, 1948. William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Your letter received today reminds me that I haven’t written to you for a long time.
The ever increasing pressure of affairs here forced me to a decision some six week’s ago to
resign as faculty adviser and treasurer of Outing Club. I am very happy that the students chose as
my successor a younger member of the faculty, Roy Fairfield, who I expect will not only take an
active interest in the affairs and guidance of Outing Club, but will continue, and I hope stimulate,
interest in the Appalachian Trail project. I know that he is already considering the possibility of a
work trip over Memorial Day or during the examination period in the early part of June, and if
you are able to be around here over Memorial Day, as your letter suggests, it might work out that
you could take him over a part of the trail and initiate him at that time. I would like to say at this
point that my interest in the trail has not lapsed, but the amount, of time which I can devote to it
becomes progressively less.
David tells me that the boys at Bowdoin are showing much interest in the newly organized
Outing Club. I understand that about 50 men have already joined, and that they have drawn up a
constitution and elected officers. It has occurred to me that work on the Appalachian Trail might
well become a joint project for the Bates Outing Club and the Bowdoin Club, and work out well
in several ways. While David and I have spoken together about the matter, neither of us has
broached it to the respective clubs. thinking it wise to wait until you had expressed a judgment
on the matter.
I hope that you will be able to get to Maine this spring, and that you and I will have an
opportunity to talk together.
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April 18, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
It seemed to me that we might as well send to you our slide collection now so that you would
have still, apart from the night shift, some time to check it over at your convenience.
Accordingly, I am sending you the Master and Reserve Collection. That is so that you can know
all that we have in the way of Kodachromes.
I am also enclosing a copy of the lecture which will indicate our method of approach. We, of
course, do not follow this slavishly but you will see how we deal with the matter. First, we try to
give a general impression of the mountain from each side (the north end is missing). Then, as
seems fitting, we take people to the mountain by the Trail route (A.T.). After getting to the
summit, we then utilize the other approaches.
Our sunsets are particularly good.
In addition to this collection, we have, of course, the old Katahdin collection of 4-inch black and
whites which may turn out to be the more permanent than the Kodachromes.
This will give you a chance to look over what we have at your leisure.
When it comes to returning them, it would help us if you could send them back express prepaid
and send as a note as to the express charges which we will remit. Since there is no one at
Headquarters during the day, express collect packages cause considerable difficulty.
I have gotten the first draft of the map between the East Branch and the West Branch, based on
the lumber maps. I am delighted at the possibilities. It is going to require very considerable work
and I am engaged in having it re-drawn. We plan to cover the mountain by a large scale insert. If
you can give us some help on the areas which you know, I feel we shall have ultimately a very
commendable and most useful product. The new two-color map No. 4 is well along and at the
end of the month we shall mail out the 1948 Katahdin Supplement and revised pages.
We were pleased to have Mrs. Dyer’s note. Mrs. Avery is making a very slow recovery.
It is almost summer down here.
April 18, 1948. Myron Avery to Virgil Davenport, Camp Bemis, Oquossoc, Maine.
Dear Mr. Davenport:
Some time ago we had written to you in connection with The Appalachian Trail and have sent to
you the guidebook covering the route across Maine. As I think you know, the Trail route in your
area is maintained by the Bates College Outing Club. Due to war conditions, the section got into
a rather bad state and our plans last year for a complete renovation did not work out.
Consequently, we have a very considerable volume of work on hand this year.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

62

I expect that I may be in the area with two or three people over the Memorial Day weekend and I
thought that I would write to ask if your camps will be in operation at that time. If they are and if
I find that I shall be there, I will make a definite reservation. It would cover Friday and Saturday
evenings.
I understand that one can drive in to your Camps from Maine Highway 7 [17]. For your
convenience in replying, I am enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 19, 1948. Myron Avery to Prof. Will H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I have your letter of 15 April.
The Navy had a little unfinished business with me and I have just returned from the Medical
Center.
I can fully appreciate why you have found it necessary to give up your duties with the Outing
Club. We expect life to become simpler but it seems to me only to become more complicated and
involved as the years go on. While you have a married daughter and a son a member of the
faculty of a distinguished institution, it is quite apparent that the over-all load is still heavy. Your
change in status will make no difference in our association, for I know you will still maintain
your interest.
There is a good chance that I may see you before Memorial Day. However, I would suggest that
you might mention to Fairfield my availability for over Memorial Day. Monday will
undoubtedly be a holiday. I could get down on Thursday evening and come back late Monday.
To avoid the difficulty of accommodations which we ran into last time, I think it would be well
to make definite arrangements well in advance and I am dropping a preliminary inquiry to Camp
Bemis.
Your thought of trying to interest the Bowdoin Club in taking over some of The Appalachian
Trail work sounds very good to me. If the Club accomplishes only a fraction of what the
B.C.O.C. did, it would be very much worthwhile.
I think it would be well to check the equipment over to make sure that you have a double paint
carrier, good scraper, brushes, blacking-out paint, and the equipment which I use for painting.
This might avoid a last minute scramble on my arrival.
I shall hope to see you very soon.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
April 19, 1948. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
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Maine
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
You will remember that last fall you wrote us about the sale of the Rainbow Lake Camps. We
were very much surprised because our impression from Mr. Shultz was that he was having a
great time of it and was there to stay. I suppose when we get back into the country, we will learn
of the development which brought about the change. His successor, George Rear, has written to
us and has indicated that he will cooperate in every way. So, I look forward to continuing
pleasant relations. Mr. Rear says that he has sporting camps at Chamberlain Farm and is buying
that locality. I have a lot of historical material on Chamberlain Farm but it has been a long time
since I have been up that way.
We have been working on the new "Map No. 4” and I expect very shortly to be able to send you
an advance copy for the purpose of obtaining the benefit of your very extensive knowledge of the
country. This map will be in two colors and we expect it will be very worth while.
We are also preparing a new map of the Katahdin country to take in all of the territory between
the East and West Branches. It should be a very fine job. We are basing it on the lumber
company maps.
1 saw Mr. Fernald recently in Boston and got the news from the Penobscot country.
I suppose you will be going back to Nahmakanta soon and I hope you will bear in mind our
interest and will write us of any developments that affect the Trail, etc. I doubt if I will be up that
way until late in the year and you will have to be our listening post.
I hope that arrangements are working out so that you can get the Trail cleared on the tote-road
and the foot of the lake which we were obliged to leave. I hope that there is not too much winter
damage.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
April 19, 1948. Robert Schlabohm, 527 Bement Ave., Staten Island #10, New York, N.Y., to
Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Sir:
I would like to work on the Appalachian Trail this summer as a laborer. I understand that the
work is voluntary but would you please send me details on whether you cover expenses such as
food, shelter, etc. I have had outdoor experience in working on a farm but have had no
experience as yours would probably require.
April 19, 1948. Myron Avery to John D. Clark, 113 Cumberland Street, Westbrook, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clark:
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This is just a short note to say that the indications are quite good that I will be up there this
weekend. I had expected to be in Maine this past weekend. I now have to be in Lubec on May
6th. I shall call you when I am in Portland.
Is there anything which we were to send you for your operations in 1948 which have not arrived.
Due to the delay in executing some of our commitments, some matter might have gotten
overlooked. Consequently, I wish to make sure that there is nothing that you are waiting to hear
from us about.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
April 20, 1948. Myron Avery to Richard A. Hebert, Editorial Manager, State of Maine
Publicity Bureau 3 St. Johns Street, Portland, Maine. [This is, curiously, an exact duplicate of
Avery’s letter to Hebert of April 9.]
Dear Mr. Hebert:
You will recall that you wrote to us some time ago in connection with the possible use of our
material on The Appalachian Trail in Maine in The Pine Cone.
We sent to you some of the recent items which have appeared and as we have had no further
letter from you we have assumed that you have found that you could adapt this material to your
editorial uses.
We share the pride of all good State of Mainers in The Pine Cone and wish to contribute to it.
We have thought that a few photographs of outdoor activities might be of interest to you and
accordingly are sending for your perusal a dozen enlargements. We would ask that if used the
legend be: "Photograph by Mark Taylor; Courtesy of Maine Appalachian Trail Club."
I am wondering if there has come to your attention the items in connection with the paintings and
photographs of Katahdin. They make quite in historical item. On the chance that you have not
seen them, I enclose reprints.
Some time ago we sent to Mr. Eldridge some enlargements of our Maine photographs which he
used for exhibit purposes. Recently one of our photographers interested himself in making
enlargements of some of his old photographs which are of especially interesting types and it
occurred to me that you might find than suitable for the some purpose. It is planned to exhibit
them at the Appalachian Trail Conference at Fontana the end of June, so that I will not be able to
send them to you until after that time. I mention them now, so that you may know of their
availability. To make the story worthwhile there will need to be suitable legends, to indicate the
significance of each photograph and if the enlargements fit in with your program we will be glad
to provide these.
I was sorry to have missed your representatives at the Sportsmens' Show here and I shall hope to
have the pleasure of seeing you on some occasion in Maine.
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April 23, 1948. Herbert A. Erf, Jr., 308 James Hall Amherst College Amherst, Mass., to
Myron H. Avery
Dear Sir:
I have received permission from my parents to decide myself as regards to Appalachian Trail
work in Maine this summer. My parents are, however, concerned with one point: duration of the
work. They would prefer me to work four weeks but would permit me to work six. I too am a
little uncertain about this matter but consider six weeks about right if I would be as interested in
the work as I feel I could be.
If I am to work alone (and I have no one in mind), I would prefer, of course, to base at sporting
camps. This plan seems satisfactory to me in terms of safety and people.
Would you kindly enlarge or define what generally would be expected of me, when you would
suggest starting, where you would probably use me, arrangements as to accommodations and my
part in determining any work or accommodation schedule. I appreciate the limitations in
answering these questions. I think I would enjoy working on the Maine Trail this summer, but
before any commitments are made I would like to know a little more of the nature of my work
and position.
Professor Sawyer presented a general picture of the actual work involved. I have, too, your letter
of April 7 which mentions the work in the Kokadjo and Katahdin areas. If there is anything more,
now that my parents have approved the sporting camp plan you suggested, I would appreciate
hearing of it.
April 25, 1948. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I was able to get into Katahdin Stream last week, and have shipped your measuring wheel to Mr.
Frizzell, Knoxville, Tenn.
I checked with Fred Pitman regarding the two sailors who attempted to go into Katahdin in the
spring of 1946. He could not recall names however they contacted him and he took them to
Millinocket Lake. They were improperly clothed and had tremendous packs, and Pitman waited
a time after the party struck off. It wasn’t long before they came back. Fred advised me that the
incident was in the late fall of 1945 (not spring of ’46) and the men were out of the Merchant
Marine (not Navy).
The game wardens at Millinocket told me that Coffman was in bad shape when they found him
and it was about a half hour before they could get a sensible story from him. They examined his
wallet and got his name, and stated that he had a large sum of money with him. They had quite a
time to get him to come out with them.
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Contrary to the newspaper article, the wardens had no idea that this man was in the region. They
were headed for Katahdin Stream with the snowsleds on routine patrol. They observed that
whoever was making the track was in trouble and found him at Abol Field. His feet were swollen
and he had removed and thrown away his socks, but still had his boots on. His feet were numb
and red as “boiled lobsters”. He was wearing Cowboy Boots. Coffman’s plan was to go to
Katahdin Str. then to Baxter Peak and then out along the AT from there. It was just luck that they
intercepted him.
P.S. The wardens feel that Coffman was mentally ill.
April 26, 1948. Myron Avery to Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S Street, N.W. Washington, D.C.
and Mr. Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Dr. Rogers and Mr. Dyer:
I am sending this note to Dr. Rogers with the request that he send a copy of it and the enclosure
along to Hal Dyer.
A good many years ago a Bostonian who was Editor of one of the outdoor magazines and wrote
under the name of "Voyageur" was in contact with us on Appalachian Trail matters. He had been
writing some articles in that connection. He dropped out of sight for a number of years and then
recently re-appeared in the capacity of editorial consultant for the Ford Times. That is quite a
little magazine. Smith was here to persuade Sieker, Chief of Recreation and Lands in the Forest
Service, and myself to do a series of articles on the mountains in the east and west, respectively.
We made arrangements for trying to carry out the series, since we can use the return for Trail
projects in Maine. To my surprise, someone told me that he had moved into the Maine woods
and was now living on the north shore of Matagamon Lake where he has built a camp. He is
anxious to get the lumbering background and I told him that Dr. Rogers was his source, so I
presume you will see him in Patton. Since he will be a close neighbor of the Park and will be
writing about the country, I thought that Supervisor Dyer would want to know of his literary
neighbor to the north. The enclosed article is to appear very soon in the Ford Times. You will be
interested in it because of its local color.
While I was at the hospital, I read two Maine books: Ridge Runner by Gerald Averill, goes back
to the time when I worked for the Forest Service and he talks about the localities which I knew.
The other is a very excellent treatise, St. Croix - Sentinel River. by Murchie.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
April 26, 1242. Helen E. Atwood, Owner and Director, Camp Adeawonda, Flagstaff, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
My dear Captain Avery:
It was indeed a pleasure to hear from you and to know that there is a possibility of one of your
work groups coming to the Mt. Bigelow area this year.
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You will be interested to know that we are now operating Spring Lake as an adult and family
vacation camp beginning June 1st, and continuing until October 1st. We would be very happy to
have your group with us and would be glad to quote a special "group rate" if you could give us
any idea how many might be interested.
As you know we have transportation facilities and can meet busses in Stratton, Rangeley, and
trains in Farmington. We have forty one cottages available and will be glad to quote rates for the
cottages, or per person, per day. Do you know what the group plans are for the length of visit?
Our rates during the summer include cabin service and average about $7 a day. However for a
large group we could undoubtedly do better than this. We would be glad to transport guests to
the trails etc., and I feel sure that your people would enjoy the swimming, boating, sailing, etc.
on the side. Our large recreation halls have ping pong, shuffle board, and badminton equipment,
and plenty to do during inclement weather.
Thank you again for your inquiry, and we shall he glad to quote a group rate if you will inform
us just what your needs might be? Hoping that we shall have the pleasure of having you with us
in September.
{Copy reply to same to you.}
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D. C.
April 28, 1948. From Myron Avery
MEMORANDUM FOR MESSRS. SAWYER, ATTWOOD, CLARK, REEVES:
I am sending this note so that those interested in Trail maintenance in Western Maine will have
common knowledge of recent developments.
After my visit with Mr. Clark at Portland on April 24th, I saw, at Lewiston, Professor Sawyer
and his successor, Mr. Fairington [sic, Fairfield], the Director of the Bates Outing Club. We
discussed plans for Trail work over the Memorial Day holiday. Messrs. Sawyer and Fairington
are very anxious to get work under way in order to complete the renovation of the Bates Outing
Club section. Accordingly we worked out tentative arrangements which will permit repainting
from Summit west toward Elephant Mountain as a demonstration on one day; painting from
Maine Highway 17 to Maine Highway 4 on another day.
I am most anxious to cover the section between Maine Highway 4 over Saddleback and to
Orbeton Stream, in order to get a first-hand appraisal of Trail conditions in this unassigned
section. As soon as we can see what has to be done, I had hoped that we might schedule some
sort of a super-trip to complete reopening these areas.
Mr. Reeves wrote Mr. Clark in the late fall that he had expected this year to really clear up the
Sugarloaf-Spaulding section and this note will serve as an inquiry as to whether he sees any
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opportunity to join the Memorial Day trip and if there is any prospect of a real work trip. Mr.
Attwood can let us know the probabilities of the Maine Alpine Club continuing Mr. Clark's work
over Baldpate last year. Clark intimated that his camp in the Denmark area might afford him an
opportunity to do miscellaneous clearing in Western Maine. I told him that I felt sure that any
sponsor would welcome his activity.
To accomplish this, the tentative arrangement is as follows:
Friday, May 28th - Maine Highway 4 to Redington Pond. (Stay over night at Redington Pond
Camps.)
Saturday, May 29th - Redington Pond to Bigelow Village and return to Camp Bemis.
Sunday, May 30th - Paint and clear from Summit west. (Stay at Camp Bemis.)
Monday, May 31st. Repaint Maine Highway 17 to Maine Highway 4 and return to Lewiston.
These plans are all subject to revision but I thought it desirable to spread the word at this time in
the event that the situation permits any one to join us.
Unless Mr. Reeves is able to stage some of his pre-war work trips (and I am afraid that several
will be required), the Sugarloaf-Spaulding area is going to present a terrific problem.
The 1948 Supplement to the Maine Guide is now being sent out and contains extensive revisions
for the Trail in Western Maine.
Some weekend this summer, I hope to be able to take advantage of Mr. Clark’s invitation to
check over the Baldpate section and to go up on Old Speck. The Trail data for this area have not
been checked since the book was published and represent the most out of date portion.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
April 28. 1948. Myron Avery to C. W. Bradley, Redington Pond Camps, Rangeley, Maine.
Dear Mr. Bradley:
You will remember our previous correspondence in connection with the Appalachian Trail after
the clearing which you did Between Orbeton Stream and Saddleback.
I plan to be in Maine for four days over Memorial Day. I have heard so many conflicting reports
about the condition of the Trail Between Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream and I want to travel that
section to see at first hand how conditions are. Then I hope we can make arrangements, probably
after Labor Day, to schedule some kind of a master work trip and really open up the section from
Saddleback to Sugarloaf.
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I have made arrangements to be with the Bates Outing Club which will be working west over
Saddleback over the holiday. First, however, I intend to come from Maine Highway 4 to Orbeton
Stream and then go on to Rangeley Village. My plan is to come from Maine Highway 4 to
Orbeton Stream on Friday, May 28th and I would like to make a reservation to insure a place to
sleep and food. I assume that you will be pretty busy with fishermen at that time and when you
confirm that you will be in operation at that time, I will tend a check so that you will hold space
for me.
I am going to be rather hard pressed for time, since I doubt if I will get to Maine Highway 4 and
be on the Trail before noon, so it will mean that I probably will not get in to camp until close to
dark. I rather imagine that I will be alone; if not, there probably will not be more than one with
me. I would plan to go on to Bigelow Village the next day.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope so that you can let me know whether you can take care of
me the night of May 28th. I would be very glad to have a chance to see how matters are, for I
have not been in the area since the war.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
April 28, 1948. Marion Park to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston. Maine.
Dear Prof. Sawyer:
Mr. Avery is somewhat chagrined that he came away from Lewiston without the exact name and
address of your successor in the Bates Outing Club. I am enclosing an envelope, with the request
that you send the address to me so that we may add his name to the Trail Conference mailing list.
We shall, of course, continue to send to you all of the literature which has gone forward to you
previously.
I was personally sorry to learn of this change, but Mr. Avery says that it will mean no lessening
of your interest and I certainly hope that this is correct.
cc to Miss Stephenson
This is for the purpose of adding Mr. Sawyer’s successor’s name to the Trailway News list.
When I receive the name, I will give it to you. Please send him issues for the last two years.
I will take care of all other items.
M.H.P.
April 29, 1948. Myron Avery to Miss Helen S. Atwood, Wauregan, Connecticut.
Dear Miss Atwood:
I am glad indeed to have your letter of April 26th.
We are very much pre-occupied with our 1948 Conference meeting, of which I shall send you a
copy of the program. This will be the vacation period for most of our Trail workers, but we do
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have in mind the very distinct possibility of a small group going informally to the Bigelow area.
We would probably be there for about ten days and it would be either the last week in August
and the first, week in September, or the first two weeks in September. We try now to avoid the
Labor Day crowds. However, the large number of cottages which you have would make this a
matter of less consideration than with other camps which have very limited facilities.
If we are to do any trail work, as you will appreciate, we will need to drive to various places,
such as the Ledge House, Parsons Trail, Bigelow Village, etc. That requires some time and
shortens the day. The transportation would add materially to the expense of the trip and, in
determining whether basing on Spring Lake would be practical, I would need to know the details
as to transportation costs. We may assume that we would have from half a dozen to a dozen
people.
I remember Spring Lake very well and the convenience and most pleasant surroundings there. I
know of no place where our group should have a more satisfactory outing and while it is most
unusual for us to stay for so long a period at one place, I am really looking forward to
accomplishing it at Spring Lake. Our one requirement would be accommodations that would
provide a single bed for each tired Trail worker.
I believe you are on our mailing list to receive copies of our Trail Conference publication and
have our Maine Guidebook. A supplement has just gone forward.
By reason of our Conference situation, our plans at the present are most indefinite but I have
every expectation of being able to work out something along the lines I have suggested.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Miss Stephenson
We may want to revise the notice of the Maine trip to be more definite on Spring Lake and to
play up its attractiveness as a family base with transportation to the points of working on the
Trail, etc.
M.H.A.
April 29, 1948. Myron Avery to E. Guy Frizzell, University of Tennessee Experiment
Station, Knoxville, Tennessee
Dear Guy:
Harold Dyer, Supervisor of Baxter State Park Commission [sic], has complied with a request that
I made to have shipped the measuring wheel to you. I at first intended to get this to you last fall
but the country was snowed in and I am afraid that it must have meant considerable trouble for
Dyer to have brought it out. Since the Fontana link has been measured, we will not need the
wheel for that, but we do want it available as a part of the tool exhibit, which is under Mr.
Schairer’s direction. I am sending him a copy of this letter, so that he will know that you will
have the wheel available locally and we will not bring another one from here.
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Its availability is also important, for 1 would want to use it in rechecking on the hikes after the
Conference. I would greatly appreciate your letting me know that it has arrived in good order and
arranging to have it available at the Conference.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
cc to Mr. Dyer, Dr. Schairer, Miss Stephenson
Dear Hal:
If you could make a note of the shipping charge and send it to Miss Marion Park, 1228 Eye
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., she will reimburse you for it.
I have turned the data on the Katahdin misadventure over to Miss Stephenson for the
forthcoming Trailway News.
April 1948

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE

The 266 miles of Appalachian Trail in Maine probably suffered as much from war vicissitudes as
any portion of The Appalachian Trail. At the outbreak of hostilities, except for the BarrenChairback Range where extensive lumber operations were beginning, the Trail was in excellent
condition. It had been completed as a whole by the CCC in 1937, with some 23 shelters. Damage
from the New England hurricane had been largely remedied. All of the woes known to trail
maintainers seemed to manifest themselves in concentrated form during the war years. Nature
retaliated the invasion of her solitude through unusual prolific growth. Those who maintained the
Trail were either in Service or unable to reach the areas because of travel restrictions. Death of
key personnel and the astonishing turn-over in sporting camp proprietors intensified the
problems. A particular blow was the necessary cessation of activity of the Bates College Outing
Club on its 40-mile section.
Developments and activities in Maine are well reported in the Appalachian Trail Conference’s
publication APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. During some of the war years, small work
parties were able to clear some sections but even in rotation it was not possible to cover the
entire route. The demand for pulpwood brought a series of new lumbering operations in sections
which would otherwise have escaped the ravages of the pulp operators.
Strenuous efforts were made in 1946 and 1947 to restore the entire link. The project was just a
bit too much. The Maine Forest Service under contract for the past two years recleared Mt.
Bigelow and Moxie Bald; the cooperative arrangements were discussed in the last Forest
Commissioner’s report. The difficulties arising from an unusual season contributed to the lack of
success of a venture with a paid trail crew in western Maine last July.
We have gained experienced workers in the past two years. A recruit, John Clark of Westbrook,
has already performed prodigies on Baldpate and his project of clearing between the Kennebec
and Mt. Bigelow can be considered as already accomplished.
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For 1948 all the expedients will be utilized to complete the project of restoration: The annual
Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trip, Forest Service contract work on Mt. Bigelow, Moxie
Bald-Monson area, and a paid trail crew. The 1947 Maine work trip resulted in an excellent job
of reclearing from Joe Mary Lake to the Penobscot West Branch.
The loose-leaf Maine Guide has been kept current by annual Supplements and revised pages.
The extensive 1947 revisions resulted in a current Guide at little expense compared with the cost
of a new volume. The loose-leaf procedure has been very effective.
There has been another accomplishment which deserves reference here. There has been a gap in
the lean-to chain in Central Maine. These lean-tos are public campsites and exempt from the
operation of the Maine Guide Laws. Building of additional lean-tos at this time was obviously
out of the question but the Maine Forest Service, after conference with Mr. Avery (who doubles
as A.T.C. Chairman and Supervisor of Trails in Maine) designated 7 additional public campsites
along the Trail. These are described in the Guidebook and will be designated by appropriate
signs. Thus the dual system of accommodations, sporting camps and lean-tos, respectively, in
Maine draws nearer to completion.
It is the club’s hope that 1948 will witness the completion of its project to eliminate completely
the war deterioration.
May 4, 1948. (Mrs. Virgil) Barbara S. Davenport, Bemis Lodge and Cabins, Oquossoc,
Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Sir:
Our camps are now in operation and we have a six mile private road which connects with
Highway 17. I am very sorry but all reservations for Memorial weekend are gone. We have very
limited reservations this year because we are tearing down some of the buildings formerly used
and plan to replace them with new cabins. However, I hope that if you are in this vicinity, you
will call on us, as we would be very pleased to meet you personally.
{Copy Sawyer, Fairfield, Clark, Reeves, Attwood}
May 8, 1948. Myron Avery to Mrs. Virgil Davenport, Oquossoc, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Davenport;
I have your letter of May 4th and I restate the information which you have given me. I did not
realize it was six miles from your camps to Maine Highway 17. We had it listed as three miles in
our Guidebook, which 1 believe you have.
I am sorry indeed that I could not have gotten our reservations in before all of the fishermen,
since I have never gotten in to Camp Bemis.
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We have changed our plans somewhat and on the late afternoon of the 29th plan to come from
the Trail at Redington Pond through Rangeley and Oquossoc. We want to be as close to where
the Trail crosses Maine Highway 17 as possible for work on the 30th and 3lst. Since I do not
know the locality too well I thought I would ask if you would let me know of the nearest
convenient place to the Trail crossing, which I suppose might be in Oquossoc. I think we will
have half a dozen men on the night of the 29th and of the 30th.
I enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your convenience in replying.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
cc: W. H. Sawyer, Jr, Stanley B. Attwood Lawson Reeves
May 11, 1948. Barbara S. Davenport, Bemis Lodge and Cabins, Oquossoc, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of May 8th, I believe Oquossoc would be the only place located anywhere
near where the trail crosses Highway 17. There are only two places to stay there, Mountainview
Hotel and “Back of the Moon”. I should imagine that the hotel would be preferable even though
I cannot truthfully recommend it too highly.
So that it may not be misunderstood, the distance of our camps from Highway 17 is six miles
down the old railroad track, which is now our own private road. If we were to go over the Bemis
Trail by foot, I believe we are just a little over a mile from the highway.
Hoping that I have in some way helped you to make your trip a little easier, I remain…
May 12, 1948. Myron Avery to Roy P. Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I am writing to take care of a few loose ends which I did not have opportunity to mention at the
time of our very pleasant talk at Lewiston on April 24th.
I outlined to Professor Sawyer what I would like to accomplish and left with him the matter of
the actual schedule. I had first said that I would have to take the train out from Portland which
would put me in Lewiston around 9:00 a.m. on Friday, May 28th. On checking the timetable
further, if an earlier start is possible and if I might again tap the Sawyer hospitality, I see that I
could take from Portland the train leaving Boston at 6:30 p.m. standard, which arrives at Portland,
at 8:55. However, this does not arrive in Lewiston until 11:05 p.m. standard and that might be so
late that it would be preferable to stick to the original arrangement and come up in the morning
on Friday.
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While Professor Sawyer said that he would turn over to you Maine Guide which he has, I
thought that it would be of interest to you to have a full set of the Trail Conference publications
and some of the reprints of Maine articles. These will go forward to you as soon as the Secretary,
Miss Park, can arrange to collect them.
The Maine Guide has been extensively revised through the 1947 and 1948 Supplements. Your
copy is probably not up to date and consequently we will send you a revised Guide which will
have the supplementary pages inserted and will be fully current. Your name has been added to
the mailing list so that you will receive automatically, as does Prof. Sawyer, copies of future
supplements.
In connection with the Bates College Outing Club, I particularly want to call your attention to the
fact that the Trail data for Sections 21 and 22 are completely revised in the 1948 Supplement.
Our proposed trip covers part of Section 21. Accordingly, with the thought that extra copies of
these revised sections will be of value to you in the Trail work, I shall send to you under separate
cover half a dozen copies of the 1948 Supplement, from which you can excerpt for use as
required Sections 21 and 22, reading both ways.
Apart from the Guidebook maps, the recent U.S.G.S. Quadrangles in this section would be of
much interest to you. We have asked the Geological Survey to send forward a set, which
comprises Old Speck, Oquossoc, Rangeley and Phillips Quadrangles. You will find the Trail
plotted and the availability of the maps will be of help to you.
There is one other thing that occurs to me. In obtaining an appreciation of the trail marking
technique which is used, our 16 mm. moving picture film is extremely instructional and valuable.
It might even be worthwhile showing at a meeting of your directors and key people in the Outing
Club. We should be glad to send it forward to you when you advise that your arrangements are
such that you can conveniently exhibit it.
It may take us, due to the pressure of other matters, a little time to care for these commitments
but in due course we will see to it that you have a complete set of the literature and the material
to which I have referred.
I am looking forward to hearing from you and Professor Sawyer in due course with respect to the
Memorial Day program.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
May 13, 1948. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery,
First of all, let me say how much I enjoyed, meeting you, particularly after having heard Dr.
Sawyer speak so much about your relations over the past few years, I look forward to the
continuation of these friendly relations in the next few years.
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I have wanted to write sooner, but conditions here on the campus have been so uncertain that,
frankly, I have been in no position to give you accurate information until this very evening. This
is the way things line up at the moment:
1. The Bates Outing Club is holding an all-campus clam bake at Bailey Island on Sunday, May
30, an event at which it appears I must be present. Both the Club Directors and Doctor Sawyer
feel very strongly about this point. BUT, one of our senior fellows has volunteered to lead
another group up to the Trail to join you in your work project. There is no question that your son
will be able to join this group in Lewiston on Saturday evening or Sunday nite.
2. I shall attempt to get another group to go up to the Trail on Monday to carry on the work
project. Now, I am in hope that I can get at least one person who will go with me on the Monday
trip so that we can go back on June 5th & 6th to continue the work.
3. We have made overtures to Bowdoin but have had no reply. I attended an academic meeting at
Brunswick last Saturday, however, and talked with Dr. Sawyer’s son about it. He thinks the
climate of opinion is such that a joint project can be worked out in the interest of greater
efficiency.
I have checked the status of our equipment and am listing it in order that you may ascertain
whether or not it will meet our requirements.
2 one-man cross cut saws
7 grass cutters
5 scrapers
3 paint brushes
4 3 ½ # axes
4 2 ½# axes
3 hatchets

2 bush cutters
1 scythe
ample paint!
"numerous” AT signs (metal)

I realize that this is not a technical analysis but I hope it will be adequate. I might say that I did
not locate the paint holders which you described. Perhaps you will want to attend to the
procuring of this item.
Also, I meant to add that we shall see that you get to the spot where you desire to start on Friday.
Do you still plan to go through with the schedule you drew up on April 28 in your Memorandum
for Messrs. Sawyer, Attwood, & Co.? Please feel free to call on us for anything whatever. We
want to cooperate in any way possible.
May 13, 1948. [Roy Fairfield to David Sawyer?]
Dear Dave:
Did you find out what the name of that fellow was whose dad owns the Bailey Island estate
where the BOC held their clam bake last year? If you could shoot that information along to us, or
if you’re home this week-end and could give me a call (4-7160), we sure would appreciate it.
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Did I tell you that Avery is coming up for the Memorial Day week-end. If you have any strongarmed fellows who want to team up for the ever-rugged (?) Bates boys on this work trip, let us
know!
Good to have seen you last Saturday, Dave. Wish I hadn’t felt so rushed, but you know the story
when Lady Philosophy calls! In all seriousness it was a good meeting. This boy Brumbaugh sure
knows his stuff!
May 13, 1948. Helen E. Atwood, Spring Lake Camp, Flagstaff, Maine, Wauregan Conn., to
Myron Avery.
Mv dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much indeed for your letter of April 29th. We are very happy at the prospect of
having you with us next September and I sincerely hope that you and your group can join us.
I note that you might plan to stay in the Bigelow area about ten days. With the increase in the
cost of food, labor for laundry etc., we think that we could accommodate your party for $7, a
person per day, which would include three meals a day and cabin service. As a contribution for
the work which you people would be doing on the trails we would be glad to offer free
transportation from the bus to and from camp, and transportation for your party to all trails. The
bus at Stratton is the one we refer to, and this connects with other busses and trains at
Farmington. I feel sure that with our two beach wagons and our large rack body truck, we could
get members of your party to any of the trails in our vicinity.
We shall have plenty of good single beds, hot and cold showers, plenty of food, single, double
and triple cottages, and of course our beautiful lake for swimming, boating, canoeing, and sailing.
As soon as you can give us any idea about your plans, we would appreciate hearing from you. I
know it would be a pleasure to have you with us and we assure you that everything possible
would be done to make your work trip a success. Thank you very much indeed for the copies of
the Trail Conference publication and for the Maine Guidebook supplement. Looking forward to
hearing from you again.
May 13, 1948. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution, U.S. Geological Survey,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
Will you please send to Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Maine, the
following quadrangles and charge them to The Appalachian Trail quota:
Oquossoc Quadrangle
Old Speck Quadrangle
Rangeley Quadrangle
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Phillips Quadrangle
I would also like to have you send the same quadrangles to me at the address given below and
charge them to The Appalachian Trail quota.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
4531 - 45th Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
May 14, 1948. Howard M. Goff, Chairman, Guide Book Committee, Appalachian
Mountain Club, to Myron Avery, Editor, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., 4531 45th
Street. N.W., Washington 16, D.C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In order to prevent any misunderstanding on your part, we wish to make clear the following:Our investigations have not been confined, as intimated by you in your letter of January 26, 1948,
to a comparison of the material appearing in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide and the
material appearing in Appalachian Mountain Club publications. As stated in our letter of January
14, 1948, these investigations by us have satisfied us that no material in any Maine Appalachian
Trail Club Guide has been used in the preparation of any Appalachian Mountain Club
publications.
As to the following particular items mentioned in your letter of January 26:
1. Wassataquoik Tote-road. The changes in the description contained in our 1933 Guide were
due to the fact that in 1940 the Appalachian Mountain Club made a new trail from the head of
the Northwest Basin at Davis Pond to the Wassataquoik Tote-road. In preparing our 1945 Guide,
the distances of the new trail were measured on the ground by one of our members with a
measuring wheel up to the Pine Stub (on the Wassataquoik Tote-road) mentioned in our
description. The distances beyond such Pine Stub were independently estimated. None of the
distances were taken from any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide.
2. North Peaks Trail. Our 1945 Guide distance of 4 1/2 miles between the Wassataquoik Toteroad and Howe Peak was computed from our 1938 Guide as follows:
Distance from Forks of Wassataquoik to Howe Peak
as given in our 1938 Guide.

7 miles

Less the distance as given in our 1938 Guide from
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Forks of Wassataquoik to Pine Stub, which is on the
Wassataquoik Tote-road (l 1/2 miles from Forks of Wassataquoik
to New City Camp, plus 1 mile from New City Camp to
Pine Stub).

2 l/2 miles

Distance from Pine Stub to Howe Peak (as given in our 1945 Guide).

4 1/2 miles

As clearly appears from the above, there was no "distance correction" in our 1945 Guide
reflected by the above, nor was the distance in question of 4 1/2 miles taken from any Maine
Appalachian Trail Club Guide.
3. Cathedral Trail. The distance of 2 1/4 miles in our 1938 Guide was estimated. As stated in our
letter of January 14, 1948, the distance of 1.7 miles in our 1945 Guide was from actual
measurements made on the trail after 1938 by one of our members with a measuring wheel.
The difference in these distances is partly accounted for by the relocation of the Cathedral Trail,
but is chiefly accounted for by the fact that such actual measurements made by one of our
members showed that the original estimates of the distances were too high. It is interesting that
the 1942 Maine Appalachian Trail Guide is in agreement with our measurements, as should of
course be the case if both our measurements and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
measurements were taken accurately,
4. Hunt Trail. As stated in our letter to you of January l4, 1948, the measurements contained in
our 1938 Guide were from measurements supplied by the National Park Service. The National
Park Service is of course an independent body and not an agent or employee of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. We do not suppose that you claim the existence of any special
agreement between the National Park Service and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
5. Hamlin Ridge Trail. As stated in our letter to you of January l4, 1948, the figure contained in
the Supplement to our 1943 Guide for the distance between the North Basin Trail and the Hamlin
Peak Cairn was supplied by Hal Dyer. It is our understanding that this figure was based upon
measurements made by him. Dyer is of course not an agent or employee of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. We do not suppose that you claim the existence of any special
agreement between Dyer and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
6. Map covering area North of Katahdin. As we pointed out in our letter of January 14, 1948, it is
clear that, to the extent that the map which appeared in our 1933 Guide contained any new
material which had not theretofore been published, and which was published and copyrighted by
and for us as part of our 1933 Guide with the unqualified consent of all concerned (as our
investigations show was actually the case), our copyrights of such map would prevail over any
later purported copyrights of the same material, although our general policy would of course be
to cooperate with all concerned with respect to subsequent publication. To such extent, if any,
that such map contained any theretofore uncopyrighted material which has theretofore been
published, no copyright protection would exist.
7, Baldpate and East. As we stated in our letter of January 14, the description of the trail up
Baldpate on the Eastern side which is contained in the 1941 Supplement to our 1940 Edition was
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obtained by us from sources other than material in any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide. In
view of the allegations made by you on page 3 of your letter of January 26 in this connection, we
have compared this description with the material appearing in the 1938 Edition of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club Guide. Upon making this comparison, we find nothing which establishes
that such material was used in the preparation of this description furnished to us. Independent
descriptions by different persons of the same trail are very likely to be somewhat similar in at
least a few respects.
The distances referred to in the fourth paragraph of your letter of January 26 do not relate to the
trail up Baldpate on the Eastern side, but to the ascent on the Western side. We did not state that
these distances first appeared in the 1941 Supplement to our 1940 Edition. This ascent on the
Western side was first described by us in our 1940 Edition, at which time the distances in
question were given. This description was obtained by us from sources other than material in any
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide, and the comments in the preceding paragraph equally
apply here.
We do not know what you have in mind by your reference on page 3 your letter of January 26 to
"other data on The Appalachian Trail In Maine", and by your statement that you "will take the
remainder as admitted." We repeat that our investigations have disclosed no instance where any
data on The Appalachian Trail in Maine in any Maine Appalachian Trail Club Guide has been
used in the preparation of any Appalachian Mountain Club publications.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the Appalachian Mountain Club both exist for the same
fundamental purpose, namely, to assist climbers. It is not our intention or desire to deprecate in
any way the work done by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and we look forward to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club's growth and prosperity.
May 15, 1948. Myron Avery to The Postmaster, Rangeley. Maine.
Dear Sir:
Recently there was returned to the writer a letter addressed to C. W. Bradley, Redington Pond
Camps, Rangeley, Maine, who last year was operating the Redington Pond Camps. I am
enclosing a new communication addressed to the Proprietor of the Redington Pond Camps and I
would greatly appreciate your addressing it so it would he received by him. We do not know
whether the fact that the letter was returned means that the Redington Pond Camps are not in
operation. We have great difficulty in finding out the situation and if the Camps are closed, I
should very much appreciate your sending us a note in the enclosed addressed envelope.
Any action which you can take in the way of having this communication reach the owner or
present operator of the Redington Pond Camps will be of great assistance to us.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
May 15, 1948. Myron Avery to Roy P. Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Fairfield;
I very much appreciate your letter of May 13, 1948, and all that you have written about the
Memorial Day trip.
At the moment I am somewhat disturbed by the return of the letter which I had sent to the
Redington Pond Camps. If it develops that these camps are not in operation and that the Pond is
no longer being fished because the dam has completely gone out, I should be obliged to make
some revision of my arrangements, since there would be no place to stay at Redington. I doubt if
Professor Sawyer has any later word on the situation and I hope that the Postmaster will prove
cooperative.
I note the situation and fully appreciate the importance of your attendance at the Bailey's Island
meeting. I am anxious to make a trip to the Trail on an occasion when I would have an
opportunity to work with you on our marking system. Your plan to come up on Monday when
we would work from Maine Highway 17 east to Maine Highway 4 would meet the requirement.
If I do not find accommodations at Oquossoc, it might be necessary to reverse the work routine
planned for Sunday and Monday, respectively. This would be on the chance that
accommodations could be obtained in Rangeley, which is near Maine Highway 4.
I have to ask a word about the equipment available. Are the brushes new and are the scrapers
about two inches wide? Does the paint include any brown or blacking out paint and, if so, how
much?
This matter seems a bit complicated and I trust that I am not going to put anyone to too much
inconvenience in trying to carry out these arrangements at this time. I would think it might be
very useful in indoctrinating new groups in the marking and would thus put us farther ahead.
There still remains the problem of my getting to Rangeley after coming up on the early morning
train from Portland on Friday, the 28th.
I shall be sending my pack early next week to Professor Sawyer. I have in mind the
inconvenience caused on an earlier trip by its delayed arrival and he can be sure that that lesson
has been learned.
I think I had better give you my son's address. It is Robert H. Avery, 32 Moore Hall, Bowdoin
College, Brunswick 8151. I am sending him a copy of this letter with your address and your
Lewiston telephone number (4-7160), so that he will know how to get in touch with you with
respect to going up on Saturday evening or Sunday.
I am looking forward to this trip, if we can overcome the hurdles. I still would like to go through
with the schedule as listed in the April 28th memorandum. There are three hurdles:
1. Getting to Rangeley on May 28th.
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2. Accommodations at Redington Pond.
3. Accommodations on the 29th and 30th.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
P.S. Camp Bemis has written that the only accommodations at Oquossoc are at the Mountain
View Hotel and "Back of the Moon". The letter adds, "I should imagine that the hotel would be
preferable, even though I cannot truthfully recommend it too highly.” From the comment, I
would gather that the hotel is not of the super deluxe type, whatever its shortcomings. Perhaps
Prof. Sawyer has some knowledge of the locality. I have thought it necessary to write the hotel to
explore the situation. By reason of the holiday and the fishing season, it is absolutely essential to
have advance arrangements made for accommodations. If Oquossoc does not work out, we will
need to make arrangements at Rangeley. M.H.A.
May 16, 1948. John W. Clark, 143 Cumberland St., Westbrook, Me. to Myron Avery.
[Hand written]
Dear Capt. Avery:
I hope you will excuse the pencil and stationery. I am writing you from camp.
When I saw you a few weeks ago, I mentioned that I was having an operation on my shoulder.
The repairs proved to be considerably more extensive than I anticipated and as a result I have
just been released from the hospital day before yesterday after a two week’s sojourn. We are
planning to get rid of the “wobbliness” in the knees before going back to work.
The main trouble, however, is that I have one arm in a cast and it will probably have to stay there
for the better part of a month. Then the doctor cheerfully assures me that it will be about two
months before I will be able to use it much. While I am optimistically hoping that the two month
period may be shortened, it will probably be into July before I can do very much trail work. I am
very sorry that I will not be able to participate in a Memorial Day trip such as you suggested in
your recent memorandum.
A couple of weeks ago we planned to spend a day and a half working on the trail from Route 5
south to or beyond the Squirrel Rock Lean-to. However a driving southeast rain storm
accompanied by thirty-five degree temperature prevented the accomplishment of anything
material.
Do you know anything about the “Toro” power mower? This is a light single wheel hand tractor
mounting a thirty-six inch mowing bar in front. It sounded to me as though it might have
possibilities for the less mountainous sections of the A.T.
May 16, 1948. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
{Will, please return}
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Dear Myron,
I regret very much to inform you that I will not be able to join you over Memorial Day week-end
on the A.T.
I had planned on organizing a group to work on clearing from Bigelow Village to Oberton
Stream that weekend. I have not been able to arrange transportation here. Mr. John Clark of
Westbrook had also plan on joining me, and if necessary furnish transportation. But he has had a
recent operation on his shoulder and will not be able to do any trail work before Aug.
Therefore, I do not see any possibility of getting in a trip before late summer. I had expected
delivery of my new auto by now but it does not look as if I can expect it before fall now.
I can assure you that this is as big a disappointment to me as it is to you. I can not believe this
section is as bad as Mr. Clark reported last Oct. I realize it needs work badly but I do not believe
it could get as bad as that in but one year.
Since your proposed weekend trip covers this section, I would appreciate your sending me a
report so that I can get a clearer picture. Also advise whether or not you paint this section.
I promise to work there as soon as possible but can not see any possibility of clearing it for the
early summer travel.
May 17, 1948, Myron Avery to Mountain View Hotel, Oquossoc, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
I am planning to be in the Rangeley Region over the Memorial Day holiday, since I will be
inspecting some portions of The Appalachian Trail which runs south of the Rangeley Lakes.
I accordingly would like to make arrangements for accommodations and I am writing to make
the necessary inquiries. It is my expectation to arrive at Oquossoc on the evening of Saturday,
May 29th. I would arrive after dinner, since I would be coming by car via Rangeley from
Redington Pond. I would expect to be at your establishment on the night of the 29th and 30th.
There will probably be four in all in the party.
On receipt of your advices and rates, I would send you a deposit in order to insure your holding
the reservations against our arrival.
Will you kindly send a copy of your reply with respect to the arrangements to Roy P. Fairfield, 3
Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
I am enclosing an addressed air mail envelope so that I may receive immediately your advices as
to the situation.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
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May 19, 1948. Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College Lewiston, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery,
Thank you for your letter of the fifteenth, also the miscellaneous literature which I received in
good order last week. To comment upon your letters:
I sincerely hope that you are able to make the arrangements which you have been working on by
"remote control" during the past few weeks. Let me say this, however, we shall adjust our
program to yours come what may. It is conceivable that we might be able to muster a crew for
Friday or Saturday if you find it more convenient to "scout" on Monday. If, at the last minute
you find this necessary, let me know.
The brushes we have are new. The scrapers are two inches wide. While we have no brown paint
at the moment, I shall procure some before you arrive. I’m a little dubious about "indocrinating
new groups” for the simple reason that at this writing I am not sure as to exactly who is going!
Will attempt to iron out this detail, however, in the next ten days.
Please do not worry about getting to Rangeley on Friday. Every other student (?) on campus has
a car; we shall see that you get to your destination in good order.
Again, let’s hope that the accommodations come through. If they do not, we have sleeping bags
available if worst comes to worst. The only thing I can offer personally is a 16x16 pyramidal tent
in which my family and I stayed 10 weeks last summer. Only trouble is, it’s rather difficult to set
up! as you undoubtedly know!
Please feel free to call on for any assistance you may desire.
May 19, 1948. Ois C. Brackett, Postmaster, Rangeley, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
In answer to your recent letter wish to say that Redington Pond Camps are closed for the present
time, and do not know if they will be opened this season. Have forwarded your letter to Mr.
Bradley with instructions to forward if necessary and to return in five days if undeliverable. Trust
this is satisfactory.
May 22, 1948. AIR MAIL AND SPECIAL DELIVERY. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H.
Sawyer, Bates Collage, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Will:
I am writing most hastily, since I received word that Redington Pond Camps are closed. The
Postmaster at Rangeley furnished this information. He does not think they will open this season.
This presents something of a crisis in the arrangements for the first two days. It would mean, if
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we are to adhere to the program, the necessity for being met on the Trail at Redington Pond and
taken out to Rangeley to spend the night and a return the next morning. This would involve, I
fear, extreme inconvenience. Because of the holiday, it would also be necessary to make that day,
Friday, positive arrangements for the nights' lodging at Rangeley, since hunting for
accommodations after dark during a holiday is, as we have learned, quite futile.
I do think, if it is in any way possible, very important to cover these sections so that we can know
conditions and set up the arrangements for work in the fall concerning which I have written.
Accordingly, I thought the best procedure was to write you and Fairfield at once. After you have
had a chance to discuss the situation, you could send me an air mail letter or telephone me
Wednesday evening; between six and seven I would he at my office, Republic 7400, Branch
2575. After eight P.M., Daylight, I would be at home, Emerson 1444. My plane leaves at 4:15
daylight, Thursday afternoon.
I trust my pack has arrived. I still plan to go ahead on the plans outlined but thought it essential
to tell you of the crisis. The matter has been complicated by the return of my first inquiry on
account of its being mis-addressed and the return of the second letter by the Camps being closed.
My apologies for seeming to dump this into your lap on such short notice. I hope it will be
possible for the benefits served to adhere to our earlier program.
cc to Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
May 25, 1948. {Wire to M. Avery}
{Suggest plane Boston 6 P.M. Thurs., arriving Auburn 7:30 or Boston 8:30 arriving Auburn 9:30.
Road to Reddington Pond impassible. Suggest you start Bigelow Village Friday; spend night in
Spaulding Mt. Lean-to and Sat. night Piazza Rock Lean-to. We meet you Sunday morning
Highway 4. Pack arrived.}
May 31, 1948. [Report probably by Roy Fairfield]
SADDLEBACK MOUNTAIN WORK TRIP
Left Lewiston 8:00 PM, Sunday, May 30 In two cars. Travelled to Saddleback Lake Camps
where we awakened Myron Avery, Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail
Conference, who had been taken to the camps on Friday, May 28 by Bert Knight and Warren
Stevenson. Through the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. M. Robbins (who at first said there was no
room in the Inn!) we slept in sleeping bags in two rooms in their lodge.
Up for a breakfast of griddles, syrup, oatmeal, coffee, and donuts at 7:15. Off to the trail at 8:30.
The main objective of the trip was to paint and clear as much as possible from Route 4, four
miles below the crossing of the trail, to the top of the mountain. It was also an opportunity for us
to become familiar with the marking technique used by the AT Conference.
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We followed the lumber road for about .2 mile then turned off toward Piazza Rock Lean-to
doing a minimum amount of clearing and a maximum amount of painting. From Piazza RockLean-to, however, to Eddy Pond we did a thorough job of clearing and marking.
Ate lunch at Eddy Pond...about 1:30.
After eating, we painted all the way to the summit (4116); to keep the group together, however,
we did not allow the boys to thoroughly clear the trail much as they desired to do so. Reached the
summit about 5:30. Avery and I went on to the Horn, about .5 mile beyond the summit or the
termination of our section of the trail at the east end. Panoramic view of mountains, lakes, and
forests gorgeous and inspiring. I suspect that anybody who climbs mountains does so in part at
least for these momentary glimpses of nature at its bountiful best.
A roaring trip back down the trail with Avery leading at a four-mile-per-hour pace! At the camps
by 7:30. Back to Lewiston by 11.
Accomplishments: Five miles of trail thoroughly painted; cleared to about “B” grade. Thorough
job of orientation, especially for one freshman boy, Colburn Johnson, who did a remarkably
conscientious job marking.
Work to be Done: 1) Clear small trees from end of lumber road near Sandy River Ponds to
Piazza Rock Lean-to. Pick up debris from around lean-to; repair roof of lean-to; put up signs in
this area. 2) Clear out logs from Eddy Pond Lean-to to timber line, using crosscut saw.
Those making trip: George Billias, Joe Mitchell, William Perham, George Gamble (who took us
up in his car, but studied at the foot of the mountain). Bob Avery (Myron Avery’s son, up from
Bowdoin), Colburn Johnson, Myron Avery (from Washington, D.C.) and Roy Fairfield.
Cost for Food, Transportation, Lodging, ’Phone Calls and Wires (to Wash. D.C. to make
arrangements with Avery): $39.81.
June 1, 1948. Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College Lewiston, Maine, to
M. Robbins Saddleback Lake Camps Rangeley, Maine
Dear Mr. Robbins:
I simply want to re-iterate my thanks for the way in which you and Mrs. Robbins made the boys
and me comfortable last Sunday night. We very much appreciate it.
While you will undoubtedly receive official communication from Mr. Avery pertaining to the
Appalachian Trail, I thought you would be interested to know that we cut and painted the trail
from Route 4 to the summit. The trail is not in Al condition yet, for there are several (perhaps ten
altogether) large trees across the trail in various spots. Two men with a cross cut saw could finish
this part of the work in a day at the most. One of the boys with us yesterday is very anxious to
make this a part of his vacation when he finishes his summer work. The main consideration,
however, lies in the fact that the trail is thoroughly marked in standard fashion. It would be
perfectly possible for a group to leave your camps, take the Fire trail to the summit of
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Saddleback and go down to Route 4 to be met by car…or the reverse, of course! If all goes well,
we may try to run a mountain climb of this sort in the Fall.
One further point, would you be so kind as to send me the name and address of the fire warden at
the summit of Saddleback Mountain. We have new signs to replace those 100 yds. below the fire
tower, and we thought he might be willing to help us with this detail.
June 1, 1948. Roy Fairfield to Maine Forestry Department, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
Would you please send me the name and address of the fire warden who stays in the fire tower at
the summit of Saddleback Mountain?
June 2, 1948. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Roy Fairfield,
Faculty Advisor, Bates Outing Club, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
This is in reply to your letter of June 1.
Alfred Weston, of Phillips, is the watchman on Saddleback Mt. this year.
June 2, 1948. Clifton W. Bradley, Redington Pond Camps, Rangeley, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I’m very sorry that I didn’t get your letter in time to answer it before the Memorial Day weekend.
I didn’t see any on the A.T. over the weekend, therefore take it that you didn’t get here at this
time. But if you wish to come any time I’ll be glad to put you up. If the cabins are full, we’ll
make room for you in the lodge.
There was a man and wife over the trail from Saddleback last summer that stayed at our camps.
A lot of signs were sent to our camps last year to be held until later in the summer for the Outing
Club but no one has called for them yet. We will probably be closed the latter part of September
unless we decide to stay open for hunting.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Fairfield, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Clark, Miss Stephenson
June 2, 1948. MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CLARK AND MR. REEVES, from Myron
Avery.
In view of your interest in the Memorial Day trip, I thought you would want to know how it
developed.
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Planes in Washington were grounded and I lost one day.
Saddleback has had a snowstorm and there were three or four foot deep drifts in the woods. The
Saddleback firewarden rightly said that it would be slow traveling. Saturday and Sunday were
rainy but I managed to get a good deal of trail marking done solo. The Bates Club staged a fine
show on Monday and the result is the Saddleback is open once again. It necessitates, however,
another trip to carry the paint blazes two miles farther down into the woods.
I still can get no information on the status of Redington Pond Camps. I plan another trip to cover
from the firetower to Bigelow Village in order to have first hand information on this area and to
make plans if we go to Spring Lake in September.
Saddleback Lake Camps are a very fine establishment and the people there most cooperative.
cc: Fairfield, Sawyer, Attwood, Stephenson
June 2, 1948. Myron Avery to Monett Robins, Saddleback Lake Camps, Rangeley, Maine.
Dear Mr. Robbins:
Now that I have returned to Washington and caught up with matters down here, I am writing to
tell you of the progress made on our trip on Monday. I wish you would pass this letter on to
Brown, since he was a very vital cog in what we were able to accomplish.
First:
1. A copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been sent to you for inclusion in your
library, with the compliments of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
2. We have added you to the list of sporting camps on the Trail in Maine to receive Appalachian
Trailway News, our Trail Conference publication, which always contains items on Maine. I have
had sent to you back issues for the last three years. We have put them in a labeled binder.
3. A separate package has gone forward with Appalachian Trail literature with particular
reference to Maine.
Now coming to the Trail clearing:
Mrs. Robins will be delighted to know that those unerring white blazes lead all the way from
Sandy River Ponds beyond the fire-tower to the east summit of Saddleback. Thanks to that
excellent breakfast, the Bates crew did a remarkable job of clearing the route. There are still
blowdowns to be removed and no clearing was done for one-third of a mile below the lean-to.
The Bates Outing Club has plans to have this cleared up very shortly. While the Trail is not
perfect, it is marked in an unmistakable fashion and open enough for ready travel and you need
not have any hesitation now in recommending its use.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

88

We found the signs at the junction with the side trail to the camps totally faded. The Bates Club
has new signs, including one which reads “Saddleback Lake Camps 5.5 m.” Mr. Fairfield is
going to see if the fire warden will not put these up. There is, of course, no sign of a trail on the
ground coming down to the camps where one leaves the firetower. If one knows enough to
follow the telephone line there will be no trouble. If this round trip becomes used to any extent, it
makes all the more important what I said about having the side trail marked with blue blazes on
the rocks and on the summit.
Since the marking now ends on the east summit and there are still about two miles of open trail,
it leaves anybody crossing Saddleback stranded in adverse weather. Consequently, we are going
to try to get back for one trip this summer to continue the paint blazes over Saddleback down
into the timber where the Trail is unmistakable, so there is a chance that I may see you again for
a day this summer.
There is one thing more which I should say, so that you will have accurate first-hand information.
I spent Sunday re-painting between Maine Highway 4 and Sandy River Ponds. No one could get
lost there now but because of the tremendous amount of down timber and hard going, the Bates
Club is going to put up a detour sign at the road and at the Ponds. This doesn't affect the Trail up
Saddleback, however.
Mr. Fairfield and the Bates Club expect to run frequent work trips and soon they will have the
entire section re-cleared. They very much appreciate your interest in the matter and will keep you
informed of their progress.
From all this you can see that the way in which you people took in stride the invasion on Sunday
night was really responsible for getting the Trail on Saddleback well cleared.
I certainly enjoyed my stay at Saddleback Lake Camps and I am much indebted to you and to Mr.
Brown for all of the courtesies shown us. I shall send on to him soon some of the Trail literature.
I hope to be back at Saddleback Lake Camps in the not too distant future.
cc: Prof. Roy Fairfield, Prof. W. R. Sawyer, Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
June 2, 1948. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, Wilderness Society, 1840 Mintwood Place,
N.W., Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr, Zahniser:
After the very pleasant call which Miss Stephenson and I had at your office some time ago, it is a
matter of regret to me to note how the time has passed without an opportunity for continuing our
discussion of Katahdin matters. Preoccupation with the daily tasks of Trail Conference matters
(including the coming Conference at Fontana in June) have left too little time for other matters.
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We are enclosing an item which will appear in the next issue of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY
NEWS, which we think constitutes a most important contribution to the Katahdin problems. The
Governor's statement is important as constituting the first official recognition of the obligations
which Maine has incurred. We have been stressing this for a long time.
I had hoped that to help in this direction you would be able to make use of the material which I
sent you long ago on Katahdin. It would be most timely to add weight now to this recognition of
responsibility.
It is my recollection that you were planning a trip to the area. I presume it did not materialize.
After Fontana, we shall have to make arrangements to bring ourselves up to date again in these
matters.
June 4, 1948. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell Hall, Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Roy:
Because of the pressure of work in connection with the Trail Conference and accumulated office
work, I have to pick up matters following our trip piecemeal. In the course of time I hope to
cover all of the outstanding aspects.
First, let me say again that Monday not only was an extraordinarily pleasant trip but I think a
most effective one and that it set the stage for a procedure which will make the B.O.C. section
traversable and foolproof as far as getting lost is concerned, although the obstacles may be
numerous in the path for a while.
At the outset I want to ask if you will do something for the Conference on behalf of the Outing
Club. You have our program and know that maintaining organizations will report the status of
the Trail matters in their districts on the first day. While the report may be very much prospective,
it will help greatly if I could place before the Conference a communication from the Bates
Outing Club covering its forty miles. A double space page would serve the purpose. I want to get
emphasized the fact that a College outing club is in the Conference family, the extent of its
activities and what has been accomplished. This would need to reach me at my home address by
June 20th.
I have listed several matters which were to be covered:
1. Map Case for carrying required sections of the Maine Guide.
One has gone forward to you under separate cover.
2. Suggested wording for detour at Maine Highway 4 and Sandy River Ponds signs:
"Trail intensively repainted 1948 but down timber for distance of
2 miles makes advisable detour to Sandy River Ponds via Maine
Highway 4."
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"Trail intensively repainted 1948 but down timber for distance of
2 miles makes advisable detour to Houghton Truck Road via Maine
Highway 4."
3. The sign to Saddleback Lake Camps. I find that the Master Sign List for Maine (copies of
which should be in the B.O.C. collection) does include a sign pointing to Saddleback Lake
Camps.
4. Form used as record of Trail conditions in Maine. I enclose a sample.
5. Guidebook. You will note the 1948 revision of Sections 21 and 22 and that there are
corrigenda (1948) for other sections in which the B.O.C. is interested.
6. Pruning Shears. The situation as to the availability of the Seymour Smith type is set forth in
the September 1947 Trailway News (copy sent you).
7. Cloth Lean-to Signs. Ten have been sent under separate cover. They are attached by use of the
broad headed galvanized brads. Common nails rust. The fishermen are not enthusiastic over the
substance. We have to replace them frequently.
Later on I will send you pages covering the Trail situation as far as I know it for the various
sections in which the B.O.C. is interested, listing particular points. With Professor Sawyer's
knowledge and your own study of the Guidebook, you will have a very excellent impression of
conditions.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Enclosures sent under separate cover:
1. Map Case
2. Specimen Form Report.
3. Trailway News, September, 1947,
4. Cloth Lean-to Signs.
June 4, 1948. Myron Avery to Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
I have been thinking a great deal about our last telephone conversation and what you said as to
the necessity for another trip.
I have a tremendous mass of correspondence in connection with the Conference to get out of the
way but in due course I will get to you and to Fairfield various promised data.
If we go to Spring Lake around Labor Day and are able to throw in some shock workers for a
couple of days on Spaulding, it is, of course, imperative to have seen it before. This Fontana
Conference cuts heavily into my available time. It would be late July before I could get back
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again and if we try the project of the Amherst student on the Trail in Western Maine, that would
be another matter to be looked after.
One difficulty with our existing situation is the fact that the paint blazes now end on the east
summit of Saddleback. One who travels in the fog is definitely stranded and while it is “noman’s territory”, it behooves us to carry these paint blazes for another three miles more on the
rocks into the deep woods. Painting on the rocks is not much of a job.
On the basis of unfinished business, I would want to accomplish the following:
1. Check over between Maine Highway 17 and Maine Highway 4. This is a short walk of eight
miles and I could do it by coming up to Lewiston from Portland in the morning and we could
spend the night at Saddleback Lake camps, if we had a car available.
2. Second Day. Go to Orbeton Stream. We should have some painters to continue the painting of
the open ledges of Saddleback.
3. Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village.
The attached copy of letter from Bradley answers the question of accommodation at Redington
Pond. I am at a loss to know why the Postmaster at Rangeley said he had to forward the letter
and wrote us that the Camps were closed. However, getting the painting done from Maine
Highway 4 in was sufficient compensation and I do not regret the change of plans caused by the
faulty information.
Since you mentioned the matter, I thought I would outline the situation as it appears to me and
find out from you how you felt it could be worked in. Roy Fairfield indicated that he would get
in a trip over the first weekend in June and some of the other fellows were to go back to
Saddleback. When we hear how this turned out, we can make more definite plan. Fairfield
indicated that he would not be available during the summer, since he was becoming gentleman
farmer at Fortune’s Rocks.
While I am going over all of these matters, I thought I had better set up the possibility for the
next trip. It would mean leaving Washington in the afternoon by plane and staying at Portland granting that the planes fly on time.
cc to Fairfield, Clark
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during absence to avoid delay.
June 5, 1948. HIGHWAY 4 to SABBATH DAY LAKE - Work Trip (Section 20)
Those making trip: George Stewart (driving his car and leading the group), Arthur Bradbury,
Lewis Millett, and Phillips Gordon.
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Left Lewiston at 6AM. Arrived Sandy River Ponds about 9. Put up three or four regulation signs
in this area and one "Detour" sign at the southern end of the four-mile stretch running parallel to
Route 4. Travelled toward Rangeley four miles over Route 4 and put up "Detour” sign at the
other end of the impassible section in question which needs some heavy clearing when the entire
forty-mile section is well marked. Also put up sign #240 at the end of the Houghton Fire-road.
Blazed the trail on the old Houghton Fire-road from Route 4 to the point where the trail leaves
the road. At 5.09 miles from Route 4 the trail leaves the road (which is passable by car for only 4
miles). The trail was cleared to approximately 5.7 miles. The first .2 mile of this section is very
thick with undergrowth and will probably grow quite fast; will probably need to be checked in
the Spring of 1949. The trail then follows a stream and is very swampy and wet going. From 5.7
miles there is need for a great amount of work, especially with the crosscut saw. Stewart advises
that the next group start from Route 17 and go east to meet the point where they stopped blazing
(in the vicinity of Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to). Returned home, eating supper in Farmington and
arriving at 8:30PM.
Work to be done:

See above.

Accomplishments:
Painting carried another six miles to give us a total of approximately 15
miles which is passible and well marked.
Total cost including food and transportation: $16.14
June 5, 1948. Myron Avery to C. W. Bradley, Redington Pond Camps, Rangeley, Maine.
Dear Mr. Bradley:
I received your letter of June 2nd today. I am glad to know that you are at Redington Pond
I made my trip with the Bates Club but due to the information which I had received, we changed
plans and cleared and repainted the Trail from the top of Saddleback to Maine Highway 4.
It was certainly odd about my letter. The Postmaster wrote that he was forwarding it and that the
Camps were closed at Redington Pond. I did not find anybody at Rangeley who told me
differently, so I stayed at Saddleback Lake Camps and worked out from there,
You have probably seen the announcement of our meeting at Fontana in June and early July.
After that is over, I am coming back up to make the trip that I intended to make over Memorial
Day. This will take me from Saddleback to Bigelow Village. I will write you well in advance and
make arrangements.
The Bates Club is getting very active again and will have the Trail from Saddleback west well
cleared in a few months.
There is a chance that we will have a party working around Mt. Bigelow after Labor Day and
that we can put in two or three days trying to reclear from Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village.
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The signs can remain until we come, when we will put them up,
I found that there were pretty deep banks of snow in the woods on Saddleback, so the trip would
have been probably harder than at some other time of the year.
I shall see you some time during the summer and eventually we will get this section of the Trail
recleared.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
June 8, 1948. Monett Robins, Saddleback Lake Camps, Rangeley, Maine, to Roy Fairfield
Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thank you for your cordial letter.
We certainly appreciate the work you and "the boys" did to make a passable trail to the summit
of Saddleback. I know our guests, as well as other visitors to the Region, will enjoy making the
round-trip hike which has been next to impossible recently.
The fire warden on Saddleback comes into Camp about twice a week. I spoke to him about
putting up the new signs and he said he would be glad to do that. His name is Alfred Weston. But
you can send the signs to me, as I pick up his things in the village for him, and I will see that he
gets them.
We had a nice letter from Mr. Avery describing in detail the work you had accomplished and
suggesting we see that the trail from the summit to Camp be marked with blue blazes (at least as
far as the timber where the trail is easily found.) I know we can arrange to do this so that anyone
who arrives at the summit in bad weather can see his way to shelter.
If you come back this way do stop in at Camp. We enjoyed meeting you and are glad we could
take care of your group that evening.
June 8, 1948. Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Have had the urge to write all week but a combination of an avalanche of blue books, the
planting of a garden, and the wife’s illness (which always means the preparation of meals!) has
prevented it; so, you’ll have to forgive information which is a few days old.
First of all, let me say how thoroughly I enjoyed our trip up Saddleback. It was certainly a
pleasure to work and learn with you. I’m sure that the boys felt the same way about it. I know
that two or three of them hope they can repeat the experience with you before the end of their
college careers.
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Last Saturday, George Stewart, vice-president of BOC, took a carful of fellows up to the trail, I
couldn’t make it for the above-explained reasons, but I spent several hours going over marking
technique, preparation of equipment, and general instructions about working on the trail. They
put up all new signs in the Sandy River Pond area including the "Detour” sign at the end of the
four miles of trail parallel with Route 4. They also put up the “Detour" sign at the Houghton
Fire-road end as well as Sign #240 which we looked at when we stopped there a week ago
yesterday. Then, they proceeded along the Houghton Fire-road marking it every .2 mile or so.
They left the car at the end of the road and began to clear and paint toward Sabbath Day Pond,
They said the going was rough, but they put the trail into "A" condition for about 800 yds. before
deciding that they should try to make Sabbath Day Pond with the painting. Now, while they did
not get to Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to, from all the descriptions brought back, they did pull into
sight of the Pond itself. This is the point where I’d have pushed on to the Lean-to, come hell or
high water, but I guess they were tired and wet (for the day was rather inclement) so it is
understandable if not entirely forgivable! I might say also that the last half mile before getting to
the Pond is mighty rough. According to George it will take a couple of men in there with a cross
cut saw for at least a day to clean up the mess! So much for this trip.
I just spent an hour or so going over another trip which will come off on Thursday, weather
permitting, I shall go along this time with at least three other fellows (I hope!), George and I
called at least twenty-five fellows this evening, but we didn’t have too much luck. We intend to
strike out at dawn on Thursday, I shall send George in to the Four Ponds area to pick up the
painting where he left it last Saturday. Since the going should be comparatively easy in from
Highway 17, he should have no difficulty (with another man) accomplishing this fairly early in
the day. Meanwhile, I shall turn west with a man or two and paint from Highway 17 to the South
Arm Road where we shall meet George who will have come around to meet us! Does this sound
a bit on the rugged side? I talked it over with Doc Sawyer who felt it would be within the
possibilities of one day’s activities. I especially want to go over the Elephant and Old Blue
section because of its beauty and because I want to make certain that the whole section is
traversed before dark. If we can get this much done, it will mean that our section of the trail will
be 80% painted and passable if not in Al condition. One or two trips in the Fall will bring it all
under control so that the Spring of 1949 should find us in a position to do some real clearing.
Another development of the past week will interest you. First, Colby Johnson and I spent an hour
or so making tentative plans for him to do some cross cut sawing from Eddy Pond Lean-to to the
timber line of Saddleback, He has a friend at home with whom he has fished, hunted, and
camped who will accompany him either between now and June 27 or after he finishes his
summer work. You may wonder why he is starting at Eddy with so much to do from Route 4 to
Eddy. Secondly, one of our brilliant fellows (a so-called 4. student), and a freshman at that, is
going to work at Rangeley this summer. His folk have a cottage at Moxy Ledge also. Well, Bill
Dill is going to take a few summer afternoons off, grab his machete, and take off for the lower
end of the Saddleback trail. He is going to work from the Route 4 end up to Eddy with his
brother. If he finishes this, he is going to attempt to work through that one-mile maze where you
had your battle a week ago, i.e. on the route parallel to the Maine highway #4. I am very much
enthused over this latter development, for this boy, Dill, is a conscientious worker (I saw him in
action at the clam bake!).
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I am enclosing a copy of the letter I wrote to the fire warden on top of Saddleback. If he will put
up these signs and if Colby can get the Piazza Rock signs up, our sign situation will be much
better than It has been for some time (for I hope to get those up in the Four Ponds area on
Thursday).
Guess this is the sign-off note. We are hoping to make our students more conscious of their
responsibilities on the AT next Fall by running an all-college mountain climb over Saddleback as
you suggested. Those movies you spoke of should also help. Any further suggestions will be
appreciated. We’re out to hold up our end of the plank on this cooperative enterprise.
June 9, 1948. Everett F. Greaton, Executive Director, Maine Development Commission,
Augusta, Maine, to Maine Camp Directors.
[This memo has absolutely nothing to do with the Appalachian Trail. I have not transcribed it.]
June 10, 1948. Monett Robins, Saddleback Lake Camps, Rangeley, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your most cordial letter. It was a pleasure to have you at Camp and we are only
sorry that weather conditions were not better for your work here.
It will be very helpful to have the Trail literature at Saddleback, not only for our information but
for our guests who quite often ask about the trail. I don't see how we missed receiving it before,
but we appreciate your sending the back numbers and the Guide.
It is also good news to know that you accomplished so much on the trail from Route 4 up to the
summit. Mr. Fairfield wrote us that he would probably be up again, with a group of boys to work
on some sections, and we appreciate your detailed information about the condition of the one
particular section which will make a good-round-trip hike for summer visitors.
I have already spoken to Weston, Saddleback Maintain fire warden, and he is willing to place the
signs Mr. Fairfield wrote us about. I am also planning to get the blue paint, at your suggestion,
and have the warden mark the trail over the rocks on the summit which leads to the timber line
and trail to Saddleback Camps.
We realize how much you changed your plans so that the above mentioned trail could be cleared
and passable. Many thanks to you.
If you come up this far in Maine again this summer, I hope you will come in to Camp. We will
look forward to seeing you. Mr. Brown will be here all summer, and he too will be glad to help
those who want to hike on the Appy Trail.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Clark, Mr. Fairfield, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Attwood,
Supervisor Robert Hutton, Greenville.
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June 10, 1948. FOUR PONDS - ELEPHANT MOUNTAIN TRIP
Dick Woodcock, Bud McMurray, George Steward and Roy Fairfield left Lewiston at 6:00 AM
this morning. Arrived at intersection of Route 17 and the Appalachian Trail at 8:15. George and
Bud put up the signs in the area, then headed east toward Four Ponds to meet the blazes where
left on Saturday, June 5. Relatively easy going; cleared trail to standard width. Reported Sabbath
Day Pond lean-to in good condition except for a few places in the roof. Report also that it will
require a crew of six to eight at least a day to clear a very rough half-mile section above Sabbath
Day Pond in the direction of Highway 4. In spite of this, however, one group of fishermen
reported that they had carried a canoe over this marked section of the trail with relative ease and
a sense of security.
Meanwhile, Woodcock and Fairfield headed west over Section 21 which runs between Highways
17 and 5, distance 10.1 miles. Trail in excellent condition to Summit (1.18 miles). From Summit
up to the first Bemis Brook crossing somebody or other (Doc Sawyer says, "probably fishermen
although Bemish Brook is closed!") has put an axe blaze on nearly every tree, in some case
actually taking off the standard Appalachian Trail white-painted blaze! We called these people
the "blazer boys!" Trail in first class condition up to Bemis Brook crossing at 2.15 miles.
Ate lunch at 2.5 in a section which is less well cleared and will eventually need additional work.
But it is UNMISTAKABLE MARKED. We reached the five-mile marker at 3:30, arrived at
Elephant Mountain Lean-to at 4:45 - out of paint! Fairfield pulled the unpardonable sin for the
Appalachian Trail worker: he did not take an extra can of paint. As things turned out, however, it
may have been just as well. The day was dark and rainy; we were soaked to the waist; and the
Guide Book reported poor conditions ahead where the hurricane of 1938 swept through a
primeval stand of red spruce. After searching for the cache reported by Mr. Avery, we finally
found the signs which were prepared for that area smashed into splinters, disconcertingly enough.
Headed west again at 5:10 after a "delicious” meal of mustard sandwiches (the remains of our
lunch!). Spruce tangle very discouraging. It will take a crew of men many days to get a perfect
trail through this area. As things stand now, it is outrightly dangerous to pass through this 1.26
mile area, especially if one is alone. We made our way by stationing one man at a blaze until the
next blaze had been located by the scouting process. The Outing Club simply MUST get this
section painted, if not cleared, as one of its next projects.
From 7.08 to the abandoned lumber camps at 7.85 the travelling is very easy, but the small
spruces and scrub bushes are growing so rapidly that this section must be cleared before another
year or it will become impassible. Recommend axes, bush scythe, and Y-type grass cutter. At
lumber camp by 6:30.
Easy going from 7.85 to Route 5. Tolerably well marked and cleared to 8.75 miles where we met
Stewart and McMurray at 6:50 who had cleared and painted thoroughly from Highway 5.
Recommend that next trip on this section be run from this end, that the first two miles be bypassed in favor of work on the almost-impassible sections mentioned above.
Back to Lewiston at 10:30 after supper in Rumford 8:50-9:20PM.
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June 11, 1948. Myron Avery to Howard Goff, Appalachian Mountain Club.
Dear Kr. Goff:
I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 14, 1948, in response to my letter of
January 26.
Your letter purports to summarize the situation, from the Appalachian Mountain Club’s point of
view. Under these circumstances, when the Fontana Appalachian Trail Conference sessions have
been concluded, I shall take steps to prevent any misunderstanding on the part of the
Appalachian Mountain Club. I do not think that this will require the approximately half year
necessitated for the Club’s reply.
There is, however, one aspect of these matters where the statement of the view of the
Appalachian Mountain Club as to the legal situation as to copyright necessitates immediate
action. The A.M.C. bulletin has announced the forthcoming appearance of a new edition of the
White Mountain Guide. You will recall your very numerous letters, importuning me for a chapter
on The Appalachian Trail, which I prepared and which is Chapter
of the present edition. The
material furnished for this chapter was summarized from copyrighted Appalachian Trail
Conference publications. We shall he happy indeed to publicize the Club’s attitude as set forth in
your letters, that is, that the Club can solicit, obtain material, proceed to copyright it without
permission, direct or implied, of the author, and then deny to him the use of his material. The
notoriety of this attitude will undoubtedly encourage and stimulate contributions. The Club
should be pleased to have this attitude publicized.
Any permission to use the material in Chapter
relates only to the present edition. You have no
permission to use this chapter or its basic material in any new edition. We appreciate that you
may have editorial problems, in that the Guide may be in proof, and as we have felt that you
personally did not participate in the matters which have been the subject of complaint, we are
prepared to assist you by permitting the continued use of this material provided the amenities of
the situation are observed. This permission to use this Chapter in the new edition is conditional
on the inclusion, as a footnote or at the end of the chapter, of the following:
"The material relating to The Appalachian Trail has been furnished by the Appalachian
Trail Conference and all rights thereto are reserved to the Appalachian Trail Conference."
If the Club elects to use this material for which it has no permission, without notice of the
reservation, the result will be a very excellent test situation to determine the principle of
copyright expounded in your letters. While some of the statements of your letter may be correct
in the abstract, they overlook the point of a breach of conditions under which permission is given
and they incorrectly set forth the relationship between the parties involved. Violation of
conditions and failure to adhere to the arrangements under which any permission was granted
nullifies, for future use, the effect of the permission which the Club so confidently asserts. I
suggest you consult your "copyright counsel" again on this point. The Club will be well advised
in these matters not to rely too much on abstract principles which are not controlling on the
specific point at issue.
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In any event, there is no misunderstanding of the basis on which you may use the material in
Chapter
of the present edition.
June 14, 1948. Charlotte W. Hardy, 159 Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Captain Avery—I wish to thank you for the copy of Appalachia which came several days
ago, I had only partly read the article about Mrs. Eckstorm when a friend from out of town came
and asked to take it. Knowing others would follow shortly, I let her have it. The article seemed
accurate and very well written and I am pleased with it. The photograph reproduced extremely
well. I feel the Appalachia has paid a fine tribute to my sister. I am sure the other members of my
family will appreciate it as I do.
June 14, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Received your letter of last week outlining the various points which we had discussed on your
recent Maine trip. Also received copies of letters to Dr. Sawyer and the Redington Pond people.
Was quite amused by your reference to my "gentleman farming!” If you could only see us in our
16x16 tent!
I am sending you a report outlining a trip which four of us took in this ever-continuing inclement
weather last Thursday. I shall say little about the trip, for I think it is fully explained in my report.
Just one thing, however, while I think that the most crucial point on the Trail (insofar as I have
seen it) is that spruce area on section 21, I am not sending Cobe Johnson into this area until I can
get in there with him or some of the other fellows. They could waste a great deal of time making
it too good before the whole section was passable. Sorry I have had no time to get into section 22
but hope for the best this Fall.
Am also enclosing the report for the Fontana Conference, I did not find the sample report you
said you were enclosing for a guide, but I have proceeded in as logical a manner as possible,
starting at the most eastern point and working toward the most western, using the Guide Book
land marks wherever feasible. I sincerely hope it is adequate.
Am looking forward to a busy AT Fall when I hope to make clear through trips and your film the
responsibility which the Bates Outing Club has on this particular project. If you care to contact
me through the summer, however, I’ll be at Curtis Cove. Also, please remember that although I
am "gentleman farming", I am always at your service.
June 14, 1948. Myron Avery to Roy P. Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Roy:
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I appreciated very much your taking the time to send me the very full account of developments
as set forth in your letter of June 8th. Your method of approach augurs well for eventually
getting this section fully back in use. If one tries to tackle the entire thing on a mass basis, the
labor and difficulties are just overwhelming. Arrangements such as your letter outlines are a sure
way of getting it opened up. The individual assignments are not insuperably difficult and little by
little one blasts his way through.
Apparently the section between the end of the truck road and the Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to was
worse than expected. From the lean-to on is bound to be good going and if you go in there
yourself, I wish you would bear in mind to check the present situation as to the ownership of
Four Ponds and how it is operating. You will have in mind, in addition to painting, the chore of
having the metal markers put up. They are very scarce on the entire forty-mile link.
I am awaiting with great interest the report as to your effort to go from Maine Highway 17 to the
South Arm Road. That is a "Sawyer" project in every sense of the word. I would have been
content on a long day to paint from the crossing of Bemis Brook to the lean-to. You will find, of
course, that we cleared and repainted the last three miles from the head of the sluice and since
you had to get through and probably it was late in the day, I hope this was of help to you. In any
event, you will have seen the conditions in the big timber between Elephant and Old Blue.
By this time you will have received my letter to Will, which outlines the three-day program that I
eventually hope to pull off. Would you be able to come up from Fortune’s Rocks for such an
excursion?
I am very anxious to continue the painting on Saddleback over the rocks and well down into the
timber at the Poplar Ridge Lean-to. This is because it is a "no-man’s land".
Bob is home and we were talking of the trip and what could be done. He wants to try to join your
work parties and as he will have an old car at Brunswick next year, it will aid in the
transportation from that end. I think it would be to advantage to try to get, through David Sawyer
and the Outing Club, some of these fellows to join your work trips so that they could work under
your supervision and instruction. All on their own, it might be a very uncertain task.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
June 19, 1948. Howard Zahniser, The Wilderness Society, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I too am shocked to realize how much time has gone past since we laid our plans to deal with the
Katahdin problem last year. I was seriously delayed in leaving the summer headquarters that we
established last year in Moose, Wyoming, and was unable to go through with my intention to
visit Katahdin last September. It was in fact September 20 before I was able to be back in
Washington, where I had left on June 14. I have fully intended to seek an opportunity for talking
with you about these things, but before the Fall and Christmas rush had subsided I was overtaken
by a siege of pneumonia which had me in the house about five weeks. I haven't fully recovered
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from the convalescent troubles yet, and now I am on the eve of another departure for Wyoming.
This time, however, I do not expect to be gone so long, and I would very much like to get
together with you before it is too late to plan for a Katahdin trip this year. We have a little place
up in the southeastern part of the Adirondacks where I hope to be located for at least part of the
time this summer, and maybe could take off from there on a trip to Maine.
I hope that my return will not be too long after your suggested time of getting together. If I do
not find word waiting for me here on my return I will get in touch with you myself.
June 23, 1948. Roy Fairfield to “Bill”.
Dear Bill,
I am sending you two cloth lean-to signs which Myron Avery sent up from Washington last
week. Now, if you have finished the work which you intended to do on the trail, please do not
feel morally bound to out these up. But, if you have the work before you, these are to go in the
Piazza Rock and Eddy Pond Lean-tos. Tack them in a prominent but not too conspicuous place.
Sincerely hope that your summer plans are unwinding to your satisfaction, though, who could be
very satisfied with this weather. We moved down from Lewiston on Monday, the fourteenth,
then spent the balance of the week setting up camp. Today was the first day when I can report
any intellectual activity. Read the first two- thirds of Jom’s anthology of Albert Schweitzer's
works. Extremely provocative is this thought of Schweitzer, tho the thought and work of the man
can hardly be separated.
Keep me posted as to your progress; but, as I said before, when activity on the trail ceases to be
fun, be sure to take time out to get perspective.
June 28, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove Biddeford, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Thank you for the copies of letters, the ’’Trailway News”, etc, which have been coming through
in good order to keep me informed, I sincerely hope that you received my letter of the 14th
inclosing the comprehensive report of the forty-mile link which we “maintain”.
Regarding the three-day program which you hope to carry out this summer, everything depends
upon when you come up. We are having guests from the college for a week in July, probably the
week of the 11th. Will you let me know more definitely as to when you are coming. If there is no
conflict in date, I will leave my books, garden, and fish for the jaunt.
Bob’s “old car” should help tremendously in the fall as we attempt to work out plans by which
Bates and Bowdoin can team up on the Trail. I had a chat with Dave (who was in my class at
college – ‘43) about the possibilities of joint work trips, and he seemed quite enthusiastic. We are
hoping for one first week of college, before football enthusiasm and studies draw off all excess
energy!
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P.S. Just had a letter from Rangeley. The boy who is working there this summer reports that
Cobe Johnson and his friend were on the trail from Sunday last till Thursday. Haven’t heard
from Cobe yet, but will probably know what the results were in a few days. Will forward
information. I have hopes that the trail above Eddy Pond Lean-to is now in first class condition.
JUNE, 1948 TRAIL REPORTS
[by Myron Avery]
Section 19
SADDLEBACK MTN. TO MAINE HIGHWAY 4
Summary of Section Conditions
Repainted June, 1948, from Maine Highway 4 to east summit of Saddleback Mtn. Section from
Maine Highway 4 for two m. repainted extremely intensively because of the great difficulty in
following route because of blowdown timber. Detour signs to be placed at Maine Highway 4 and
Sandy River Ponds, language per letter of June 4, 1948, to Roy P. Fairfield. Since this section is
close to highway, it could be cleared out by short work trips. Suggest that with detour signs it be
last work performed on Bates Outing Club section. Route is unmistakable although traveled with
great difficulty.
Needed Work:
1. Reclear intensively from end of lumber road to lean-to (1/3 m.). Trail from lean-to to summit
will require another work trip to clear out remaining logs and eliminate summer growth which
will come in.
2, Suggest desirability of painting some time in future side trails to Piazza Rock, Caves, Spring
on summit (no sign on Master Sign List).
3. Because of exposure, white blazes on Saddleback above timber line will require more frequent
renewal.
Piazza Rock Lean-to. Roof leaks; no chinking. Need for rough latrine and can dump south of
lean-to. Cloth lean-to signs to be posted.
Mile markers No. 12 and 13 now obliterated by lumber road.
Trail data corrected on Master Copy to show lumber road and change on Saddleback. (Does not
go by old warden’s cabin.)
All board signs to be installed, including detour signs.
A.T. Markers: Renewed in standard fashion from highway to summit; no more required.
Essential to continue painting across Saddleback to timber.
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Section 20
MAINE HIGHWAY 4 TO MAINE HIGHWAY 17
Summary of Section Conditions
Last standard Trail Report for Section 20 reads as follow:
I. Paint.
Repainted 1940 by B.O.C.: blazes sparse from lean-to to Maine Highway 17.
III. Mile Markers.
Nos. 1 to 3 renewed; No. 4 to 8 put in September 1940.
V. Condition of Trail.
Mowed by B.O.C. in 1940 except for one section.
1. Bushy from 5 m. to 5.2 m.; will need mowing.
2. From Sabbath Day Pond to Long Pond Outlet somewhat ingrown with brakes, etc. and one
short section apparently skipped in 1940 mowing.
3. From 5.2 m. to lean-to, mowed and very fine travel.
4. In wet weather trail along Long Pond is wet and disagreeable.
VI. Lean-to.
Fair condition; roof sagged by tree; roof is bowl-shaped; few gaps in side logs.
Fairly tight; no latrine; no Public Campsite sign.
VII. Needed Work.
Certain portions will require annual mowing.
Summary
This section is to be covered to check the Trail data and latest conditions. There is extensive use
of Trail from Maine Highway 17 to Four Ponds. The clearing is for a short distance between the
end of the truck road and the lean-to.
All board signs on the Houghton Truck Road are illegible.
The situation as to accommodations at Four Ponds; i.e., whether owned by Taylor should be
currently checked.
Section 21
MAINE HIGHWAY 5 TO MAINE HIGHWAY 17
The latest Trail Report is July, 1947, which is as follows:
1. Lean-to.
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Elephant Mtn. Lean-to. Shakes on roof crudely made; leak badly. Framework of bed eaten by
porcupines. Much porcupine activity and location on bog attracts flies. Shelter needs repairs.
Spring located at east side of lean-to and at edge of bog to be blue-blazed. Lean-to signs needed.
II. Mile Markers.
Nos. 7 and 3 not located.
III. Trail Conditions.
From Maine Highway 17 west to crossing of Bemis Brook, ingrown, badly painted but traveled
by fishermen. From Bemis Brook to Lean-to, Trail obscured by bad painting; many dead trees
and excess growth of brakes. More intensive clearing required here. In virgin timber section,
many large down logs. From County line south to sluiceway, second growth is killing raspberries
and, with clearing, trail here will be in fair shape.
M.H.A. and Trail crew cleared and repainted from Maine Highway 5 to 8 m. above sluice; well
painted at crossing below dam. Left blue paint and lean-to signs at Lean-to for use by Trail Crew.
(Trail Crew did not work here after M.H.A. trip.)
The essential here is to repaint from the last crossing of Bemis Stream to the 8 m. mark. On the
west side of the County line there is ½ m. on an old wood road which will require some clearing.
There are quite a few big trees down in the Primeval growth but I suggest that these be detoured.
The Trail from Maine Highway 17 to Summit, which was formerly open and wide, is
considerably ingrown. From there to the crossing of Bemis Stream has had less use but due to
nature of forest growth, from the crossing of Bemis Stream to the Elephant Mtn. Lean-to causes
considerable trouble. Due to the brakes, this is a section where the route is greatly obscured in
the summer. When the Trail is in shape, one person can easily walk through with a weeder,
knocking down the brakes. This should be ear-marked as a summer work section.
I have spoken to Mr. Fairfield about blue-blazing a Trail from the lean-to to the spring which
leads East in line with the edge of the woods to a pool at the edge of the bog. There were springs
back of the lean-to which cannot be readily located. The latrine site here should be to the
northwest back of the lean-to. Porcupines have much damaged the structure.
Signs and blue-paint were left in 1947 but it would be advisable to take blue paint and
galvanized nails for the signs.
This section can be covered from both ends by going in half way. The turn around the old dam
was intensively marked.
We have never stayed at Camp Bemis, which is reached by the old railroad grade from Oquossoc.
Trail data for this section was revised in1948 and is included in the 1948 Supplement.
Section 22
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MAINE HIGHWAY 5 TO ANDOVER-B HILL ROAD
The report of this section as of July, 1947, was as follows:
“Worked over by Bates College Outing Club crew in July, 1947. Intensively cleared for 4 miles
north of Andover-B Hill Road. Mountain Brook Tote-road presents serious problem of ingrowth
and the possibility that Trail should be shifted to old tote-road from the cut-over section. Crew
was to devote two days to repainting from end of intensive clearing to east end of “C” Road.
(Learned’s Camp does not use this section.)
II. Board Signs.
All renewed by large new signs except two at “C” Pond which were in excellent condition.
(Signs in Sawyer Notch not replaced.)
III. Lean-to.
Squirrel Rock Lean-to is in good condition. Roof tight. Excess of bottles and tin cans. Fireplace
fair.
IV. Mile Markers.
All renewed except No. 5.”
Prof. Sawyer, who traversed it at this time can furnish detailed information.
There is very considerable difficulty in following the route for a mile through the hardwood
bushes along Mountain Brook. It would be, I think, very desirable to post this section as closed at
both ends. The west end for 4 m. is super-perfect as far as clearing is concerned. It was not
repainted in 1947.
The first ¼ m. from Maine Highway 5 was repainted as a demonstration. From there to
Learned’s Camps there are many down logs. Prof. Sawyer attempted to get Learned to clear in
this section. Probably the easiest approach to Mountain Brook would be through Sawyer’s Notch.
Unless this section is to be closed, it should be given intensive painting to the point where it is
really recleared. Emphasis should be on Mountain Brook. Short work trips can improve
conditions between “C” Pond and Me. Highway 5. We have considered changes of route on
Mountain Brook but there seems to be nothing which offers any improvement.
The side trail on “C” Pond Bluff has not been covered for many years and it is probably difficult
to follow. It is interesting and repainting would be very much worthwhile.
This section, like the Bemis Brook area, is one which, when re-opened, would profit from a
summer work trip.
COVER PAGE
For Sections 19 to 22, inclusive

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

105

In summary, I think it most advisable to consider closing the section from Maine Highway 17 to
Andover-B Hill Road to avoid creating a bad impression. This can be done by detour signs, such
as between Maine Highway 4 and Sandy River.
My suggestion is that first emphasis should be upon a complete repainting and then a casual
clearing to open up the route, followed by more intensive clearing. It seems to me that a series of
one-day or two-day trips, hitting short sections, are bound to be more successful than an effort to
cover the entire route in one expedition.
Mountain Brook presents today a very serious problem, due to the difficulty of finding one’s way
through the hardwood sprouts. The terrain would probably keep one from becoming thoroughly
lost, but it would be a struggle to reach the cleared trail at the head of the divide.
Efforts to enlist Learned’s work on the cutting of the logs from “C” Pond to Maine Highway 17
may prove productive.
July 7, 1948. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Enclosed find register from Katahdin and the AMC blueprint which you sent me last winter.
We had a bad accident on the 4th. A girl fell in the Chimney at the first chockstone and badly
shattered a leg. It took 8 hours to get her to Roaring brook.
Although we were cautioned that a drop in tourist travel could be expected, it looks like our
busiest season. No new developments as yet; however we do have hopes of making some kind of
a start towards a campground at Roaring Brook this fall.
July 13, 1948. Howard M. Goff, Chairman Guide Book Committee, Appalachian Mountain
Club, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 11, which for the most part relates to the
New England Trail Conference portion of Section XXIII of the AMC White Mountain Guide,
and states that this material previously supplied by you may he used in our new Guide, now in
preparation, only by using as a footnote or statement at the end that:
"The material relating to The Appalachian Trail has been furnished by the Appalachian
Trail Conference and all rights thereto are reserved to the Appalachian Trail Conference."
In the third paragraph of your letter you state, and correctly, that I approached you with a request
that you submit material for the New England Trail Conference chapter of Section XXIII of the
AMC White Mountain Guide. This applied to both our 1940 and 1946 volumes, and I appreciate
your cooperation and well written text in each instance.
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following the publication of our 1946 edition, I became, as a representative of the AMC,
involved in a series of letter exchanges with you as a result of your making certain allegations
regarding material published by the AMC. As you know, I have felt that your allegations had no
justifiable basis and I have pointed out in detail the reasons for my belief.
As the weeks went by, it became apparent that you and I, whose interests in the mountains are
identical, were spending too much valuable time arguing about a matter which to me seemed
unfounded. Instead, we should be working together, pooling our knowledge and experience so
that the mountains in Maine and New Hampshire might be a better playground for others.
When It came time to draw up plans for a new Trail Conference chapter, I decided that under all
of the circumstances, since your viewpoint on this entire matter apparently differed so much
from mine, it would be preferable not to include in our new edition any of your above-mentioned
material. Accordingly, the material in our new edition relating to the New England Trail
Conference is my own, with the exception of that part of the text submitted by Mr. John H.
Vondell, Chairman of the New England Trail Conference.
Referring next to the paragraph of your letter in which you refer to the "principle of copyright
expounded" in our letters, our position is that where material has been submitted to us by the
author thereof, with his unqualified consent to our using and copyrighting the same, then no
subsequent copyright by such author of the same material would prevail against us.
In the case of any material published by us, we are always glad to cooperate with others wishing
to make use of the same.
July 14, 1948. NOTE FOR THE CONFERENCE STAFF, Myron H. Avery, Chairman.
I am writing this note in connection with a matter which was discussed at the last Conference of
Secretaries.
This meeting brought to light a misunderstanding as to the desire to promote the sale of the
Katahdin Reprint. Obviously, we would prefer to sell a Maine Guide instead of the Reprint, but
there will be many situations where inquirers would buy the Reprint, with its Supplements,
where they would not by the Guide. Hence, it behooves us to publicize the Reprint. It was for
this reason that we prepared the mimeographed circular, which is on the top shelf.
Thus, conforming with the original policy, the mimeographed circular will be inserted in the
package of material sent out and used on every possible occasion. (The circular is not listed as an
enclosure in the pending “Letter to Inquirers” which will shortly be received from the printer.)
Maine Guidebook prospectus. Decision as to whether to reprint the Maine Guidebook prospectus
will be made shortly. In the interval, this prospectus and the Southern Guide prospectus should
be used until exhausted. At that time, if the prospectus is not to be reprinted, the order cards
remaining as surplus will be destroyed.
Copies to: Park, Moore, Nichol, Stoflet, George, Howard, Brown, Stephenson
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July 18, 1948. Myron Avery to Wm. H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
[Avery refers to an “accident” that he suffered at the end of the Conference. Contemporary
accounts indicate that he had a heart attack. This was the beginning of an extended period during
which his work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine declined until his death in 1952.]
Dear Will:
I am writing to you, Fairfield and Clark to see if you think anything can be done to salvage the
situation on Trail work in Maine.
You will remember that Herbert A. Erf, Jr. (17355 Woodland Road, Shaker Heights, Cleveland,
Ohio) who came to see you last Fall, is very anxious to work on the Trail in Maine. I have tried
unsuccessfully to find some one to work with him. However, the plan of having him stay at
sporting camps would provide an essential safety factor. There is a lot of work to do between
West Branch Ponds and Yoke Ponds.
The difficulty comes from the necessity of breaking in Erf. He knows nothing of our marking
system or clearing. He could not join us last Fall on our Maine work trip, which is a great pity
since if he had we could start him working.
My own plan was to go to Maine with him for two or three days near the end of July. I
unfortunately at the end of the Conference experienced an accident which put me in the hospital
at Franklin, N.C. A week later, by ambulance and train, I arrived here but will be in the hospital
for at least a month. The situation means that I will not be able personally to do any Trail work in
Maine this year. I hate to think of nothing at all being a accomplished. Erf seems very
conscientious and I think with a couple of days instruction he might do a good deal for us. The
plan was to pay him net $4 a day and his expenses at the sporting camps. I had contacted West
Branch Ponds and Yoke Ponds which had agreed to board the work crew at $3 a day. There is
also much work which could be done by staying at Monson and Blanchard and we would pay his
expenses there.
I am greatly troubled by the extent of interference due to last year’s lumbering on the BarrenChairback Range. That would need an experienced person to look over and mark a substitute
route through the lumbering.
Erf has written he will come at any time but would want six days notice in order to pass through
Amherst. He is a freshman there. He pays his own expenses to the place where he starts work.
I would want to put him on the Trail some where east of the Kennebec. Monson or Third West
Branch Pond would be a fine locality.
This may be an unreturning venture but rather than have no work at all on the Trail in eastern
Maine, I am writing to ask if you think anything could be worked out. There are supplies at all
the camps. I would have to have pruning shears sent in. It would be fine if we could have some
one to work with him even for a short time. The crux of the matter would be whether you or Roy
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could take him somewhere on the Trail and get him instructed in the marking system and what to
do in the way of rough clearing.
I have told the boy we would give him an answer in a very few days and since he has apparently
reserved his summer for the work and is interested in doing it, I would be very sorry to have to
abandon the plan completely. I think Supervisor Hutton, who is now in Greenville, would help
too.
This is all that there is to it. I am obliged to toss the problem in your lap for decision. If you
conclude that anything can be done, tell me when you would meet Erf in Lewiston.
My disability comes at a very bad time as far as Maine maintenance is concerned.
There were 200 people at the Conference and it was remarkably successful in every way.
cc: Roy Fairfield, John W. Clark, Marion Park, Jean Stephenson.
I have shown your letter of June 28 to Bob. This explains why you have had no reply from me.
M.H.A.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but not seen by him after typing; sent forward to avoid delay.
July 21, 1948. Herbert A. Erf, Jr., 17355 South Woodland Road, Shaker Heights, Cleveland
20, Ohio, to Jean Stephenson.
My dear Miss Stephenson:
I was very sorry to hear of Mr. Avery’s accident, and I appreciate your continued efforts in
trying to arrange a work program for me.
However, I feel that the time which I could devote to the Trail, in view of the time required for
me to travel and the date on which my parents ask that I be home, would not warrant my going to
Maine. There are, in addition, other developments here which could best be handled by my
remaining in Cleveland.
Therefore, I believe it wiser to forego the Maine work trip this summer and see if something can
be scheduled when it is more mutually convenient.
I would like to thank you again for what has been done; the help of Mr. Avery and the
Conference headquarters has, of course, increased my interest in the Trail.
cc: Miss Park, Prof. Sawyer, Mr. Fairfield, Mr. Clark
July 21, 1948. John W. Clark, 143 Cumberland Street, Westbrook, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I am very sorry to learn yesterday of your accident. I sent Miss Stephenson a note asking how
serious were the injuries you sustained.
Today, I received a copy of your letter to Professor Sawyer, concerning Mr. Erf and his projected
trail work. I believe that I would be able to spend at least a day with him the week-end of August
1st. I would recommend that the time be spent on Sugarloaf as this contains a good variety of
types of trail work.
There may be some question as to my ability to instruct him in proper trail technique as I have
never accompanied one of the work parties. There is the point, however, that most of my work
has been done alone and I understand Mr. Erf is to work in a similar manner.
I can provide him with a Sandvick saw and axe and if Mr. Atwood is willing, I can lend him one
of the Maine Alpine Club weeders which I have. I have enough extra camping equipment to take
care of him on the week-end as this would, of course, be a "sleep-out".
If any of this letter conflicts with Professor Sawyer's plans, disregard it. If you do wish me to
work with Erf, I would appreciate knowing it as soon as possible so that I can make plans
accordingly.
cc: Professor W. H. Sawyer Bates College Lewiston, Maine
Copy sent to Mr. Fairfield
July 23, 1948. Jean Stephenson to George Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rear:
Mr. Avery asked me to write to you, and to explain why he is unable to write in person just now.
As you know from the literature which has been forwarded to you, the Eleventh Appalachian
Trail Conference was held at Fontana Dam, N. C., June 26-28 and followed by ten days of hiking
trips. After the completion of the trips but before he left for Carolina, Mr. Avery experienced an
accident which put him in the hospital there. A week later, by ambulance and train, he returned
to Washington but went at once to the George Washington University Hospital here, where he
will be for at least a month. This means, of course, that he will not be able to be on the Trail in
Maine this summer. He is most concerned over the condition of the Trail and wants to do
everything possible to get it in proper condition.
He had written you earlier about some of your men clearing from the West Branch to Rainbow,
and wanted to write now to say that the fact that he had not written is not to be taken to indicate
that he is not still interested. He hopes that you will go ahead with the plans and be able to get
something done. Last year it was re-marked all the way to the West Branch. The worst of the
clearing to be done is within two miles of the West Branch.
I will appreciate it if you will check over his letters to you and, if there is anything that is not
clear, let me know. In view of Mr. Avery’s present situation, we certainly hope you will be able
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to help us out on this. You will, of course, let me know of any expense in this connection so I can
take steps to have funds sent to you.
Mr. Avery said that he presumed you have been over the trail to your outlying camp. Is the
beaver dam any more serious? You will note that we did not get the last 1/2 mile painted.
Do let me hear from you at your earlier convenience. We will appreciate anything you can do.
July 24, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove Biddeford, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Terribly sorry to learn that you had an accident. Sincerely hope the month will fix you up "brand
new."
I called Doc Sawyer yesterday to confer about the Erf problem, and he reported that Clark was
going to do the orientation work. I am particularly glad that he is going to do the job, for my own
summer plans are not working out exactly as planned — too many interruptions! I should have
done it, however, had Clark not volunteered. I am writing to our OC president today to prod him
into lining up a full-fledged work trip the week before school starts in September. I hope we can
get a few blazes through that virgin spruce blow-down on Elephant and straighten out that C
Pond area before the snow flies. If we could get this much accomplished, the BOC might be said
to have made a respectable come-back in the year 1948.
I am getting some reading done this summer, but not so much as anticipated. Too many people
want too much carpentering, plumbing, and bush-cutting done! And I have too much sympathy
for those unable to do these things to say, "NO!" But the dissipation of energy must stop. We are
having a great summer for out-of-door living. It was a bit damp the first two weeks or so, but the
last three have been perfect. We are browning up like mulattos.
Though we may not see you again this year, I sincerely hope that we hear from you. Kindest
regards to Bob.
July 24, 1948. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
Dear Mr. Clark:
Your special delivery letter of July 21st was delivered to me at the hospital.
I greatly appreciate your interest in the matter and your effort to try to help by instructing Mr. Erf.
I appreciate that you have done your Trail work on your own and we have never had an
opportunity to discuss your “interpretations” of our standard practices with your own procedures.
I think, however, that with an emphasis upon the necessity for intensive marking, you could well
have indicated to Mr. Erf how one can most effectively accomplish work. I would have wanted
him to have done the work east of the Kennebec and would have thought it inadvisable to work
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on Sugarloaf because of the exertion involved, at the beginning of the undertaking, which might
have been bad psychologically. We would have been the gainer to have started him in the area
where he was to carry on.
However, all of this is now academic. Miss Stephenson has sent to you a copy of Mr. Erf’s letter,
indicating that, in view of the changed arrangements, he is not available for the project. I felt
considerable responsibility on the thought that the boy might have passed up some similar
employment and for that reason I was most anxious to afford him the opportunity, if all of his
summer plans were based upon it. Happily, he has relieved us from this dilemma. Time was so
short that I felt it advisable to write my Maine associates in order to be able to carry through with
Erf.
There now remains the matter of salvaging what we can out of the various commitments. The
proprietors of Rainbow, Nahmakanta as well as the Forest Service, had agreed to do some work
and I am having letters written to see what can be accomplished.
*****
Changing the discussion very abruptly, I do not know where the Storey's Beaver Pond Trail (now
marked with the salmon red color) is. Would you not indicate specifically in the Guidebook
where reference should be made to it? If we have no reference to the trail, can you not give us
appropriate language with an estimate of the distance, etc?
I will reply to your other letter about the Trail work which you have accomplished between the
Ledge House and the Kennebec as soon as my facilities permit. I shall turn it over to the Editor
of Trailway News, who will want to comment upon the number of down logs. I am greatly
surprised that you have not experienced, as we did in 1945, a dense growth of hardwood bushes
on the top of Bates Ridge. There is the unfinished mile near East Carry and the bad growth of
approximately one mile of beech sprouts in the lumbered area north of East Carry Pond. This is
all ahead of you.
I should also like to know the condition of the Jerome Brook Lean-to, now that the beaver have
been trapped out.
The matter of the use of A.T. markers and possible damage in saw logs or even pulp-wood is an
old, old story which has been brought up at intervals from the very beginning. I suggest that you
not be disturbed by this ghost but adhere, as the opportunity permits, to our standard system of
marking, including the use of markers. I will go over it all with you when I can. Many of the
markers in this area were removed in 1945. Of course, all markers which tend to become
ingrown and faded should be knocked off in your Trail work.
*****
There is just one thing more which comes to me and if, in writing it, I strike a wrong key or say
anything amiss, I would ask that you attribute it to my concern ever my inability to accomplish
any Trail work and my feeling that even one person going over the route carefully would do a
good deal to hold the situation. We have on hand all of the funds we intended to use for the paid
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Trail crew. If either you or Mr. Fairfield should conclude that your idea of a summer's vacation,
or even a few days, went to the point of traveling any section of the Appalachian Trail east of the
Kennebec and doing anything to put it in order, we will be delighted to use the appropriated
funds to care for the expenses. Our thought would be that the sporting camps would be used and
one might spend a couple of days at each camp, doing such work as seems advisable. A few days
or a week would be of help. This would include, of course, any individuals, such as wives, who
could be induced to go along, or other workers. In the desperation of the situation, I have
ventured to throw out this thought. If it strikes amiss, no one need comment on it. If, however, it
is practical to even a limited degree to shift vacations into this sort of thing, I would want to
furnish copies of the form of reports we keep as to trail conditions and suggestions as to what
needs be done. I am particularly concerned with the Barren-Chairback area from Bodfish Farm
to Long Pond, because of the lumbering by the St. Regis Paper Company, which needs to be
corrected each year. The Third West Branch Ponds to Yoke Ponds area where the Hollingsworth
and Whitney Company is operating is supposed to be closed, according to the Guide and the
signs. This would take considerable work but is accessible at both ends by car.
We worked last year from Joe Mary to Penobscot West Branch and one person spending two
nights at each camp, going over this with a weeder would wipe out any difficulties.
*****
Perhaps I should close up the season and mark this off as a total loss, but I hate to see one
summer go past without any activity except for that of your own.
*****
I am asking Miss Park to write Mr. Attwood, of the Maine Alpine Club, and see if it intends to
do anything on Baldpate. She will send you a copy of the letter and the reply.
*****
One of my regrets is that I had hoped this year to re-organize the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
which has a dearth of officers. I had thought that by publicity articles in the newspapers and a
judicially selected meeting place, we might arouse interest and find in the State some duplicates
of Messrs. Fairfield and Clark.
If, in your interest in the project, you see any way of making progress, I hope you will feel free
to go forward, particularly on the basis of using the available funds for work in the area allocated
to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
*****
Miss Stephenson has indicated your concern over the nature of my illness, which I appreciate.
The situation is simply this. The drive and pressure and volume of work during the war years left
me with high blood pressure which even caused trouble for me during the last years which I was
in service. My present disability is a complication growing out of this condition. Like all
optimists, I hope for a recovery and an ability to return to old pursuits, although necessarily to a
more moderate degree, but the path seems quite clear.
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P.S. I have asked Miss Stephenson to mail to you the sections of the Trail Reports which will
show the condition of the sections you have taken over. The Pierce Pond Lean-to needs a decent
fireplace, as the fire scars on the deacon seat disclose. I have written to you about the
hopelessness of the Carry Pond Lean-to situation. M.H.A.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written, and sent out without his having read it, to avoid delay.
cc to

Mr. Sawyer
Mr. Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine

July 25, 1948. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Last Friday, the 23rd, the Hunt Trail Lean-to burned flat. As near as we could determine, it was
the result of a careless cigarette or match. We were unable to clearly fix the blame; however we
are still working on one suspect. Fortunately shortly after the fire started, we had an all night rain.
It could have been quite serious because of the dry spell. We do not plan to rebuild this lean-to,
at least not in the immediate future.
Was very sorry to learn from your letter of Myron’s misfortune. I do hope he will be able to visit
Katahdin before the year is out.
August 4, 1948. Myron Avery to Howard M. Goff, Chairman Guide Book Committee,
Appalachian Mountain Club.
Dear Mr. Goff:
I have your letter of July 13 in reply to ay letter of June 11, relating to Section 23 of the A.M.C.
White Mountain Guide. I assume that your paraphrase of my letter is explainable as a matter of
your distribution of copies.
I had written, to afford you what I considered to be a magnanimous contribution to the
difficulties which you should experience if you attempted to use the material again.
I note with Interest that, when the A.M.C. faces a situation where it is obligated to give credit
and afford a reservation of the author’s rights, it declines to accede to these well justified
conditions. We shall be glad to publicize the Club’s attitude on this point also.
I shall look forward with interest to see whether Section 23 constitutes the usual ill-disguised reworking of our basic material, to see whether this time it is disguised any better than in the
Katahdin Guide. I shall also be interested to see whether there is this time any acknowledgment
of the materiel for The Appalachian Trail in Maine beyond Old Speck, which you must know is
either directly or indirectly drawn from our Maine Guide.
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I presume you appreciate the significance of your action and admission that consent for the use
of the material would be required for each edition. The same considerations apply to the use of
my Katahdin map material, which you wrote was with my consent. No doubt you have seen my
communication protesting the Appalachia statement that our maps were "copied" from A.M.C.
maps. Your defense to plagiarism and this author’s note are slightly contradictory, to put it
mildly.
The difficulty, which you fail to appreciate, in the next to the last paragraph of your letter, is the
breach of condition and the subsequent appropriation of the material.
Your action in this connection clarifies for us the question with respect to the material from Old
Speck to Mooselauke for The Appalachian Trail in the forthcoming new edition of Guide To The
Appalachian Trail in New England.
Aa far as the Katahdin Guide is concerned, I had hitherto not felt that you were primarily
responsible. Your letter seems to assert your own responsibility. I have pointed out specifications
which have not been answered. The would-be justification, each time, sets forth a new
explanation and shift of position. I am very much at a loss to know how you can state your
"belief" that those allegations, which have been so amply demonstrated, have no justifiable basis.
Most significant is the fact that there has never been forthcoming a denial from the members
who actually worked on the A.M.C. Guide that they did not have our material or did not use it as
a basis for the data they published. Always the story is that the source was some other
undisclosed individual, etc. Even the most prejudiced observer would have to say that the
similarity is an extraordinary coincidence.
I am interested in your statement that "we should be working together, pooling our knowledge
and experience." I should be glad to know your concept of such cooperation. As far as the A.M.C.
is concerned, its interpretation of "pooling" seems to be a concept of gratuitous use of the other's
material without acknowledgment. Further, the inclusion of derogatory comment on publications
of another organization hardly seems to me conducive to the spirit that gives rise to "pooling of
resources". I will say that I have been very much surprised that this has not been a matter of
private or public retraction for it is hardly in keeping with your character and expressions.
P.S.
Since dictating this, I have received the 1948 A.M.C. WHITE MOUNTAIN GUIDE. With all
charity, I must say that I doubt if your "substitute" section will receive much commendation in
comparison with my earlier contribution. My guess is that the "substitution” will be considered,
in its abbreviated form, as the editor's effort to disparage the Appalachian Trail Conference,
which is not a party to the Katahdin copyright infringement case. While your opportunities for
error were limited, the number of inaccuracies end erroneous statements in your composition
surprises even me. The editing puzzles me too. You start with the New England Trail Conference,
interrupt it by The Appalachian Trail paragraph, and then, as an afterthought, return to the
N.E.T.C. list of its clubs. By omitting the list of local trails which constitute The Appalachian
Trail and the through trail to the Huts, you make the book still less servicable to the bewildered
hiker who tries to trace the through Trail, in the White Mountains, through the use of this
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publication. We receive much comment on the unwieldly format of your Guide. Some day the
tradition of the format of the past editions may be discarded and then this volume with its
confusing system of abbreviations and microscopic maps may become of real service to the user.
The basic difficulty is that, while a trunk line trail has developed in the White Mountains, which
makes the main trail, the Guide is based on the historic former system.
copies filed in: A.T. file, Maine file, Katahdin file.
Original letter in Katahdin file.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
August 12, 1948. Steve [Warren Stevenson], HOTEL PEMAQUID PEMAQUID POINT,
MAINE, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy,
This has been a busy and a varied summer for me with alot of indirect education attached to it. It
is a beautiful spot here and the people are very nice to work for. My day of work has averaged
about 12 hours but there is nothing else to do so that is alright.
I have misslaid your letter and I hope that this gets to you alright for the address will be
incomplete.
So far this summer I have read Hendrik Van Loon’s The Story of America which I thought was
very good. It is something that you could read with relative ease and is a slightly different
interpretation of the history of our country than one usually finds. After that I hit a couple of
historical novels and then finally read some A. T. booklets.
I have now arrived at the main purpose of this letter. It is my thought that we can run a trail trip
from Monday, Sept. 20th to Wed. Sept. 22nd. This will give us three days in the woods which
would be just about right. I prefer and suggest going over the whole of our trail (eliminating the
area from Highway #4 to Saddleback) starting at the lower end but at that it does not make much
difference. In this way we would be able to find out just what the situation really is and then we
can govern ourselves accordingly in the future. We can make a check of the signs, markers,
blazes, lean-tos and general trail conditions throughout.
As you know we have the freshman open house at Thorngrag on Sunday the 19th or we could
leave sooner. I thought perhaps that we could leave after the open house and then that would
save us some time in the morning. I think that the general feeling would be that the sooner we
got back on Wednesday the better it would be.
The transportation end of this little trip is the problem as we would be starting at one place and
ending at another. I thought that perhaps one or two of the wifes could drive us to the starting
point and then meet us upon the completion of the trip on Wednesday.
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The food will have to be bought the Sat. before and the equipment needed should be checked on
that day too. I shall arrive up to school on Saturday around noon time.
These are some of the fellows that I thought might want to go: Bert Knight (he was up here a
couple of weekends ago and thought that he might be able to make it) Hank Fukui, George Stuart,
any of the fellows over at the barracks, Dick Westphall, Colb Johnson, and Bill Dill. You may
notice that those I have mentioned will probably be around the college at that time. If you have
any suggestions I will be glad to hear them. We really do not need too many fellows if this is to
be a scouting trip.
I believe that you and George will have to do most of the arrangements for the food for you are
right there. The total distance from one end to the other is about 32 miles and if things are as bad
as I have been led to believe that is going to be a rough 32 miles.
I hope that this letter has answered some of your questions and thank you for writing. Have a
pleasant time for the remainder of this month for the grind is about to descend upon us.
August 19, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine, to Steve [Warren Stevenson.
President of BOC?]
Dear Steve,
Thanks for your letter of last week. It sounds as though you were having a full summer. Glad you
had a chance to read some more Van Loon; he has a perfectly delightful style, doesn’t he.
Haven’t had a chance to get into his work on America.
Your plans for the trail trip of Sept. 20-22 sound excellent. I think George and I can do the
preliminary work if you will line up the "crew.” The fellows you have chosen will work, too!
Didn’t you say something about Bill Kuhn's wanting to do some trail work? Would he make
another likely prospect? Would it be a good idea to begin to line up the fellows with letters at
this stage of the game? or would it spoil their vacations to begin to think about school again!!?
You spoke of making this a ”scouting trip”, Warren, but don't you think that, much as we need
an overall picture of the trail, we'd better pitch into those two bad spots which are virtually
impassible? I'm going to send you the write-ups which I made of the trips we took last Spring,
for these will give you a mile-by-mile description of the 27 miles we know to be passible if not
wholly cleared. After you've seen these, I think you'll agree that we'd better pitch into that virgin
spruce tangle atop Elephant (1.2 miles of treacherous going!) and the alder maze in the C Pond
area. By taking our whole crew to the junction of the trail and Highway 17, we could eliminate
unnecessary travel.
We could split forces at that point, sending one West to clean up that eight-mile stretch from 17
through C Pond to the point where Harrington & Co. left off in 1947. The other would go East to
the top of Elephant where Dick and I had such a tough time finding our way through that spruce
blow-down. We cannot hope to clean up this latter mess in three days, but we could get a clearly
marked passage through a present wilderness.
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If we could accomplish these two objectives, then we’d know that our forty miles were entirely
passible. Come Spring, we could do the type of survey you propose and present a fairly clean
bill of health to the Appalachian Conference.
Incidentally, Bob Avery, son of the Conference Chairman, thinks that he can get some people
from Bowdoin to accompany us on our trip. Let me know what you think of this idea sometime
in the next week or two so I can contact him before the appointed time. It will give him time to
organize the Bowdoin forces. If we’re going to WORK, we may as well let them in on it, n’est
pas!
Still “plodding” along on the schedule mentioned in my last letter, reading philosophy of history
and American Civilization mornings from 7 to 12. Past couple of weeks, I’ve been building a
piazza for my father-in-law during my “spare” time. But as you say, it will not be long now!
August 20, 1948. Jean Stephenson to Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Mr. Dyer:
I had not intended to let such a long tine elapse before I acknowledged your letter of 25 July, but
I have been terribly busy with many Trail projects. Including getting APPALACHIAN
TRAILKAY NEWS to the printer, so this is the first chance I have had.
I certainly appreciate your thoughtfulness in letting us know about the burning of the Hunt Spur
Lean-to. That really is a blow. I hope you can find out who did it. Even if just carelessness, a
couple of good lessons might make others more careful. I suppose, though, that we should just be
thankful that nothing more serious came of it.
You will be glad to hear that Myron is out of the hospital and taking it easy at home just now.
Because he had been overdoing during and since the war, it takes him longer to recover than if
his nerves had been in their normal condition. However, he is coming along nicely and as a
matter of fact it may be a good thing that he is compelled to take this rest. Rest is the only thing
that helps nerves at all, but when one is perfectly well physically, it seems absurd to rest. So in
the long run this may turn out for the best. I do not know what his plans are for the rest of the
year, but I know he had expected to get to Katahdin--and if he can arrange it, he will!
We see in the papers that an Earl Shaffer has reached Katahdin from Oglethorpe in one single
trip. He 1s a Class D member of the Conference, but did not say anything about trying to do this
trip. Maybe he thought he better see if he could do it before advertising it much! I understand he
is to write us about it. Until than we know little. We also hear that he had spent some three years
recently in the Army, in the jungles of New Guiana, etc., is accustomed to sleeping out, trekking
through jungles, feeding on the land, etc. Maybe that is it why he could do 17 miles a day on the
Trail.
August 21, 1948. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park.
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Dear Hal:
I am leaving on Friday for Lubec, where I expect to remain through September 11th. My
situation will preclude my getting on the Trail in Maine this season and I shall have to make up
for it next year.
I thought it advisable to acquaint you with a possible development in which you will, of course,
want to participate. You know of the Wilderness Society in Washington and its publication, The
Living Wilderness. I do not need to tell you anything of this organization’s aggressive and
effective conservation policies and that it is always in the forefront of these conservation battles,
which happily for us are more serious in the West than in the East.
Much of the effectiveness of this organization is due to the constructive and broad-gauge
appraisal of these problems by Mr. Howard Zahniser, the Editor of the Society’s publication.
Mr. Zahniser is keenly interested in the Katahdin problems and I know had hoped that hls
organization might be of assistance in these matters. He has planned for over two years to get to
Katahdin, in order to see the situation at first hand.
To save labor and make the situation more intelligible I have asked Miss Stephenson, who has
undertaken to write to Mr. Zahniser conveying some suggestions which 1 had outlined as to how
his trip could be most productive, to send you a copy of her letter to him.
By reason of the importance of this organization, I knew you would want to meet Mr. Zahniser
and accompany him on one or more of his trips. His friend. in speaking to me over the telephone
intimated that the trip would be made about the middle of September. Accordingly, I have
thought that the best way of dealing with the matter would be to leave with Mr. Zahniser the
matter of advising you when he expected to arrive before he leaves and then telegraphing from
soma place in Maine.
If Mr. Zahniser should find that he is going to be unable to make the trip, I am suggesting that
he let you know so that you will not be tied down to the situation.
In view of my status, I thought these were the most effective arrangements, for unless some
overwhelming emergency prevents, I know that you will want to afford him the benefit of your
knowledge of the area.
He will be much interested in your wild-life problems.
I will write you at a later date about other matters.
Dictated by Mr. Avery, but not seen by him after typing; sent forward to avoid delay.
Copy to: Mr. Howard Zahniser.
On separate sheet:
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1 am having sent to you under separate cover the 1947 Report of the Eastern Corporation. Don’t
bother to return it. I remember what the Governor said about his being a substantial stockholder
when he complained of the Eastern's actions at Black Brook Farm. I am thinking of picking up a
small block of Eastern stock, which now sells at 18-19 over the counter, with the thought of
having access to more information about this interesting Company.
August 21, 1948. Memorandum from Myron Avery to Clark, Fairfield, Attwood.
This memorandum is in connection with the Eighth Revision of the Maine Sign List, dated
September 1948 [1947].
Numerous errors have been found in this list and it is to be superseded by a new list dated
August, 1948 but still marked “Eighth Revision".
It will be a month or more before these can be mailed out.
On receipt of the new copies, you should proceed to destroy your copy of the Eighth Revision
which is dated September 1947. M. H. A.
August 22, 1948. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Lawson:
Miss Park has handed me your letter of August 16. I greatly appreciate your pains in sending in
such a detailed account of your trip. We think it advisable to forward your letter to all of the
interested parties so they may know your appraisal and that conditions are just as bad as reports
from travelers had indicated.
My situation is such that I am not going to be able to comment in detail upon your letter. I
merely want to make some observations which will lead to any future trip being accomplished
with maximum effectiveness. If Mr. Clark should find the opportunity to make any solo
excursion into the region he can be guided by these observations in order to accomplish as much
as possible and to avoid leaving undone things which could be cared for easily by advance
knowledge of the situation and making plans accordingly.
As you perhaps know, I am obliged to postpone any further work on The Appalachian Trail in
Maine this year. I am leaving Friday of this week for Lubec and shall return to work on
September 11th.
First, as to equipment: According to our records, you were well equipped with paint, A.T.
markers and nails. What is your tool situation? It causes considerable difficulty to ship out from
here paint on a last minute call and that is why we try to avoid situations where urgent requests
become necessary.
It, of course, goes without further saying, that as you renew the paint blazes you knock off the
obliterated A.T. Markers, install new ones, and are at pains to renew the mile markers.
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I am glad indeed to note that you had in mind the matter of installing the board signs. You were
quite right in replacing them all, even though the one at Bigelow Village could have stood a little
more wear. These signs were made some time ago and in revising the sign list the numbers
became changed.
Therefore, we were not quite clear as to the exact signs at Redington Pond. Neither were we
clear as to whether new signs have been made for where the Trail leaves Redington Pond Road
and whether new signs have been made for the Poplar Ridge Lean-to, as well as the blue-blazed
side trail to Redington Pond. We can get under way immediately the making of signs which were
not replaced between Poplar Ridge Lean-to and Bigelow Village. I think the most effective way
of handling this is to send you the pages of the Eighth Revision of the Sign List covering
Sections 18 and 19. This should take in signs 239 to 251, inc. You can hold one set for future
reference and write in and send back to us pp. 20-29 indicating exactly the ones which you put
up. We note that you have sign 241 for the Sugarloaf Lean-to. The Bates Club has had made new
large signs for all of its section. In the Spring, the Club installed the signs at the junction of the
side trail to Saddleback Lake Camps.
The matter of the signs closing the Trail is something of a mystery. After your last trip, as you
will remember, we wrote in the Guidebook that the section was again open for travel. We had
assumed that you had removed both of the signs closing the section. I do not know what could
have happened to it. Both ends should be signed consistently. We have no word as to whether Mr.
Clark made his anticipated trip. Something will have to be done with the closing sign at Orbeton
Stream. We will be governed on Guidebook instructions by whether either you or Mr. Clark are
able to accomplish more. I think the matter of removing the closing sign will have to be
determined by what is accomplished. If sufficient additional work can be done, the sign should
be removed. If not, the first group getting there should post a warning sign on the Bigelow
Village end. It is a matter of being governed by the situation and acting accordingly.
I want to stress one thing more--where the work parties can be of great help to us. That is,
checking the guidebook data. The last time I went through this section was in 1939. In 1942 I
went from Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf. At that time, the Trail was recleared for 3 1/4 m., in to
the first viewpoint, and repainted from Bigelow Village to 3.6 m. This section does not present
as many problems in guidebook description as some others but if the work parties do not check
the guidebook line for line, it means the necessity for another trip. If it is easier to clip or paste
the guidebook pages on a sheet of writing paper and mail them in to us with the corrections
written in, we can replace your sheets. I know that in such a difficult section how much work
there is to do, but caring for this matter enables us to keep things current.
According to our records, the signs sent in to Redington Pond numbered eight in all. They had
the numbers of the Fifth Revision of August 1940. Thus they compare as follows:
Eighth Revision sent you
239
240
241

Fifth Revision
155
156

This is sign for Sugarloaf which was not in 5th Ed.
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242
243
244

157
158

245
246
247
248
249
250
251

159
160
161
162
163
164
165

Spaulding Mtn. side trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
Sign on A.T. at Spaulding for which there was
no sign in earlier ed.
Proposed Abraham side trail.
Sign for Abraham firetower (never installed)
Orbeton Stream
Orbeton Stream, south side
Orbeton Stream, north side
Redington Pond side trail

In 1942 some signs for Orbeton Stream were delivered to Fred Hutchins at Stratton. We are
sending him a note, to see if he has any he has not put up.
There were eight signs in the lot sent to you in 1946 and sent by you to Redington Pond Camps.
However, according to the numbers, this included one sign for where the Trail comes off of
Bigelow at the west end of the offset on Maine Highway 27 as well as the two signs at the east
end of the offset, sign for Sugarloaf Lean-to and one for Spaulding Mtn. and Spaulding Mtn.
Lean-to. This coincides with what you said you found, except the one at west end of offset. The
new sign list contains one to be put on the A.T. where the side trail goes off to the lean-to. We
have a note in 1946 saying that they were being made here but apparently it was never finished.
We are certainly glad that you could do some work west of Orbeton Stream.
We understand that you mean by painting the Redington Pond Trail blue that that was the route
along the railroad grade and not the cut-off which we understood Mr. Bradley cleared and
repainted last year.
If we have not correctly understood that you repainted mile markers 7 to 12, please tell us. I’m
glad that you renewed the blazes for a short distance going toward Saddleback in order to make
clear where the route goes.
You were certainly right in the limited time to stress marking rather than clearing.
Whoever gets to Sugarloaf first will, I hope, bear in mind to replace the register in the empty
cylinder.
To conclude, if you will return the sheets showing exactly what signs you put up, we will have
the balance made.
All your information on the section and the details of your letter are extremely helpful.
Considering all of the difficulties, I think you accomplished a great deal.
I hope that you will be able to make your anticipated trip again in the Fall and next year we will
have everything in order.
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We have been told that there was a bridge out and am very much surprised to hear that you can
reach Qrbeton Stream from the south. Unless you are completely satisfied with the accuracy of
the statement, that could well be checked again.
In 1942, with the Game Wardens, we did a lot of work and had the trail to Sugarloaf in the
burned areas in pretty fair shape. We painted from Bigelow Village to the summit. I am anxious
to get another report on the Sugarloaf Mountain Lean-to, as to whether it has to be written off as
completely wrecked.
cc: John W. Clark, Roy Fairfield, W.H. Sawyer, Jr., Miss Park, Miss Stephenson
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and mailed in his absence, to avoid delay.
August 22, 1948. Jean Stephenson to Howard Zahniser, Bakers Mills, New York
Dear Mr. Zahniser:
Mr. Avery has just gotten in touch with me because he is leaving unexpectedly for his home in
Maine and is not returning to Washington until September 13th.
He had a call from one of your friends, whose name I did not get, about your projected trip to
Katahdin. The arrangements he made with your friend for calling again will not work out
because of his changed plans. Consequently, he thought I had better send some of the material to
you.
I will be gone, also on a trip to Maine, before Mr. Avery returns.
Mr. Avery suggested that if you are going, he would want to write a letter of introduction to the
Park Supervisor, with the idea that the Supervisor, Mr. Dyer, would go with you and this would
afford you an opportunity to get full first hand knowledge of the problems of the area, which
show no indication of decreasing. His first thought was that you might drop his a line at Lubec
and he would then write Mr. Dyer, but he later decided be had better write his now, telling him
of the probability of your trip and leave it to you to notify Mr. Dyer as to when you would be
arriving.
Mr. Avery suggested that your time could be most profitably employed as follows:
Understand you are driving--therefore, drive to Katahdin Stream Campsite. Then:
1. Walk from Katahdin Stream Campsite over The Appalachian Trail to the Penobscot West
Branch (I0 miles) (or 8 miles by driving to York’s Camps.). This for the purpose of seeing some
of the contiguous non-Park territory, and the importance of bringing the Park to the natural
boundary of the river, which the Park Service stressed.
2. Walk from Katahdin Stream Campsite to the summit (seven miles, climb of 4000 ft.); go down
via Saddle or Cathedral Trails and stay at Chimney Pond.
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3. From Chimney Pond, take the 1-day circuit via the Dudley Trail and the Knife-Edge out
toward the northeast Plateau and North Peaks, in order to see the botanical and geological
features. Stay again at Chimney Pond. (Food and sleeping equipment needs be taken over.)
4. From Chimney Pond, walk 3 ½ m. to automobile road, where car might meet you or
Supervisor Dyer arrange for your return. This is very important to appreciate the necessity for
giving Chimney Pond a chance to revert to the wilderness and the necessity for long range plans
for a campground below Basin Ponds or further down, with a high-grade trail into Chimney Pond.
This would show you the basis for the most pressing of the Katahdin problems and the
regrettable pressure to increase facilities at Chimney Pond, which has been one of the most
unfortunate aspects of the entire development.
If you have time, Mr. Avery most strongly urges that you drive on to Patten and go in via Grand
Lake to the end of the fire-road, Here you will see the lumbering which is going on in the Park,
which will continue until 1965. You will note how near these roads come to completely
encircling the Katahdin region, and will also be able to see something of The Traveler area.
When you get back and have had the benefit of having seen the area, he hopes you will read
again his manuscript, which will set these factors in their proper place.
We hope that your trip will materialize and that it be the opening wedge for constructive action
through the medium of your publication.
Mr. Avery also said that when you return, he hopes you will let us know so we may come out
and discuss these matters at leisure.
The package of literature has gone forward under separate cover.
I enclose an extra copy of this letter, which I would like to have you mail to your Washington
friend, so he will understand the situation as to Mr. Avery’s non-availability, but will know
everything has been cared for.
While Mr. Avery has written Supervisor Dyer, you will remember that he has left with you the
burden of notifying Mr. Dyer by letter end telegram when you will arrive. The address Is "Baxter
State Park, Millinocket, Maine, " We are not quite sure whether the Supervisor has yet moved
into his new headquarters just beyond Togue Pond, but suggest that you inquire at Togue Pond.
You have, I am sure, the Maine Guide, which gives directions for reaching Millinocket, wad how
to start for Katahdin from Millinocket. At the two forks, go right to Togue Pond in order to
contact Mr. Dyer,
If you want to spend a day or two at a sporting camp, to see the type of thing which makes Trail
travel in Maine, so pleasant, I would highly recommend York’s Twin Pine Camps on Daicey
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Pond, with its matchless view of Katahdin. You will, however, remember the necessity for
making reservations in advance at these camps.
You will find Mr. Dyer a very interesting and capable young man. During the War, he served in
the Mountain Troops. His specialty is wild-life.
I trust you will be able to make the trip and I know you will find the Katahdin region extremely
interesting. I look forward to talking it over with you, after your return.
Copy to Mr. Dyer.
August 25, 1948. Warren Stevenson [“Steve”], Hotel Pemaquid, Pemaquid Point, Maine, to
Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy,
Thanks for your letter and since I have some free time this morning I can do some catching up on
my letter writing.
I did not realize that you knew the condition of 27 miles of the trail which is a good deal. I
therefore agree with you that this should be a three day work trip. It would really be a relief if in
the spring we could report that the total trail in our area was at least passable.
I will send penny post cards to those fellows that I mentioned plus Dave Kuhn and see if we can
get some of them lined up. It is alright with me if the Bowdoin men come if they can perhaps
supply their own transportation. Of course the larger number of people that we have the more
work we can get completed but the harder it is to get them there and to feed them. You can take
care of contacting him as I do not know the details. In regard to the preliminary work I hate to
dump it on George and you but I guess there is not much else to do. One thing and that is if we
have a good gang going we ought to have those water repellent covers on all of the sleeping bags.
I believe Joe can take care of us on this score.
Well, Roy, I guess that this is about all that there is to discuss now. It does not seem possible to
me that a month from now we will be at it again. I will see you as soon as possible on Saturday
the 18th and will send you the list of fellows as soon as I hear from them. The best to your family
and I’ll be seeing you.
August 28, 1948. John W. (“Jack”) Clark to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves,
As you surmised we did not make our trip on the 12th since it was raining hard here that
morning.
We did go up last Sunday and put in a long day working in from the Bigelow end and helping
two gentlemen find a third who had missed the trail. This incident was rather funny although it
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did consume quite a bit of time we would rather have spent working. When we left the car and
started up the trail I noticed that several people had proceeded us, one of the first of whom was
wearing large hobnails. Where the trail leaves the logging road, the turn is not too plain as the
road has been used for logging this spring. The fresh tracks did not turn off but followed the
road. About this time we heard someone "hallooing” up in the woods to the to the southeast and
thought we had better investigate. About a third of a mile up the logging road it branched three
ways. Here were two gentlemen, of about 25, sitting and occasionally emitting disconsolate calls.
It seems that a group of three had started out to climb Sugarloaf. The member with the hobnails
had started a few minutes ahead of the other two and when they came to the spot where the road
branched, they could not decide which one of the three branches he had taken. The fact that there
were great hobnail tracks leading up the left hand path apparently meant nothing to them.
We finally located the third member and brought all three back to where the trail leaves the
logging road and pointed out the turn. However, by this time they had had enough of Sugarloaf
and left for Mt. Bigelow where there was a better trail.
We worked up to the top of Sugarloaf, clearing the blowdowns, and painted down beyond the
summit to the timber at about the 4 1/2 mile mark. We placed a notebook in the register tube and
I am enclosing the papers which it contained. You will note that about 50 people have climbed
the mountain in the past two summers. We painted all the way back to the road. We used a
weeder on the upper part of the trail but the brush on the lower portion is too large for a weeder.
We will have to use a brush scythe or the mowing machine here. In the slash pocket beyond the
lean-to, we cleared and carefully marked the blind turn so that this spot is plain now. The
raspberries were delicious.
The detailed trail conditions are as follows:
Road to first mile - fair, some spots need considerable mowing.
1st mile to 2nd mile - Passable and well marked but needs some very heavy mowing.
2nd mile to 3rd mile - First quarter needs heavy mowing but balance is fairly good.
3rd mile to 4th mile - Fairly good, needs a little further trimming up.
4th mile to scrub beyond summit - Fairly good, needs a little trimming up.
Lean-to

-The roof of the lean-to is completely demolished. Sides and back are
relatively unharmed, I could not observe any suitable timber for reroofing
in the immediate vicinity.

Signs

- The board signs for this section as listed in the seventh revision were in
good condition except #217 (Sugarloaf lean-to) which is missing. Since
the lean-to is demolished, I see no need of the sign until the lean-to is
rebuilt. We did not observe any “trail closed” signs.
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Paint markings

-Clearly legible but not fully standard in respect to size and number. (Too
many) However, at present, I believe that it is more important to get the
trail open and clearly marked than to spend the time perfecting the marks.

General

- It is my opinion that in spite of the mowing still needed, this section of
trail should be recommended for travel as far as the summit of Sugarloaf.

I do not think that I will be able to join you for a work trip on Labor Day week-end although
there is a faint possibility. I believe that I will be free on the week-end of the 12th, however.
cc: Myron H. Avery
September 3, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove Biddeford, Maine, to George Stewart
(Bates ’49)
Dear George,
Have been in correspondence with Warren Stevenson. He’s trying to get the fellows lined up for
an Appalachian Trail work trip for Sept. 20-22, having written to several of the ones having
indicated interest. If you can find anybody there in Sampsonville who would like to take this trip,
sign them up. Also, sign up any cars you might be able to find. We pay a nickel a mile as I
believe you know. We’re going to try to clear a way through that tangle which Dick Woodcock
and I encountered on the top of Elephant Mt. as well as find our way through the C Pond area
over to the point where Harrington left off in 1947. Warren is going to leave the food part of the
trip to us, but we can line that up on Fri. or Sat.
Will probably be unable to come to Lewiston before Sept. 15 as things stand now. We want to
get a maximum amount out of our garden before taking off.
Have your eyes been knocked out yet by those walls? We’re coming back equipped with
blinders!
September 4, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove Biddeford, Maine, to Dave [Sawyer?]
Dear Dave,
A word to say that our Club is planning a work trip on the Appalachian Trail from Monday the
20th to Wed. the 22nd. We hope to clear up two bad places in the western part of our section, one
in the C Pond area and the other on Elephant Mt. in that virgin spruce blowdown. I don't know
when your classes start, but this trip will come just prior to our first classes on the 24th. Bob
Avery said he'd like to make this trip with us, and I thought there might be others. Would write
to Bob, but he's somewhere in northern Maine with his dad. Am not sure whether or not he'd get
a letter addressed to Lubec. At any rate, thought you might like to get some fellows lined up; if
you know where Bob is, you might get him to do some of the preliminary work. Will be at 3
Bardwell after the 15th should you want to call me. (Phone 4-7160)
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Have you had an interesting summer? Or has there been too much work involved to call it that?!
Have been mixing gardening and carpentering with studying and fishing to effect variety if
nothing else. Probably see you before long.
September 7, 1948. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Typed copy of probably hand-written
original]
Dear Myron,
I wish to report on the work trip which I took on my section over Labor Day. Being it was a long
week-end I had hoped to get a great deal accomplished but the fellow who accompanied me was
so much out of condition that he proved almost as much of a handicap as an asset.
His name is Louis Carbon from Dryden. He plans on writing you and spoke of asking for a
section to maintain. At the present time he is not qualified but he might be developed into some
assistance later. I did paint both ways from where we left off on our previous trip to the timber
line on Sugarloaf, thus connecting with Mr. Clark’s painting. Therefore this section has been
completely painted both ways this year. I found and painted mile markers 5 and 6 so that all mile
markers have been repainted. I put up metal markers both ways from Orbeton Stream to
Sugarloaf. The trail is now cleared from about the 6 1/4 mile to the 9 mile marker, from about 11
3/4 to Orbeton Stream and about 1/2 mile between the 10 and 11 mile marker. This leaves
between 2 to 2 l/2 miles to be cleared between Spaulding Shelter and Orbeton Stream.
The stretch from timberline at top of Sugarloaf or the 4 l/2 mile to the 6 1/4 mile still needs
clearing. This is in the sag. I did not find conditions as bad as I expected. The down trees are
about the same and to me do not present too serious a problem. However, the raspberry bushes
have grown in there badly and is more serious than the windfalls. Again, I had no difficulty
keeping on the trail but naturally it is difficult travelling with a pack. No one should get lost here.
Because of the inaccessibility of the place one must have a long week-end to get anything
accomplished. It takes a half day to get in and a half day to get out of there. I do not plan on any
more trips this fall unless Mr. Clark wishes to drive in from East Madrid with his jeep up the old
railroad bed and clear on this end. In that case I will be very glad to accompany him. He spoke of
this in his last letter. I am free from Fri. afternoon until Sunday night.
I removed the sign at the lumber camp at Orbeton Stream, closing the section, as Mr. Avery
suggested to conform to the Bigelow end. The more travel that we have through, the better the
trail will be. I am enclosing the names taken from the register which Mr. Clerk sent me. The
matches which he left were spoiled so I threw them away. Only two men registered since Mr.
Clark on August 8: Donald E. Stokes, Phila. Penn. and William Zimmerman, Jr., Wyncote Penn.,
I noted that these two made the proposed side trip up Mt. Abraham and return. I am writing
Zimmerman to see if I can contact him and get some description of the terrain there. The 3
women who registered 8-5-48 were hiking to the N.H. line.
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The forest fire on the Southwest side of Abraham was 3 to 5 miles from the trail. The two men
also registered at Spaulding shelter and made the side trip to Redington Pond camps, also all
other side trips.
The signs at the Houghton Truck Road as well as those at Orbeton stream are getting weather
beaten.
The paint marks which Myron and I painted in 1939 or 1940 when he checked the measurements
was still fairly visible which speaks well for the paint.
Copy [original]:

John W. Clark, Westbrook
Richard Jackman, R.F.D., Mt. Vernon

Copies [typed copy]: John W. Clark, Prof. Roy F. Fairfield, Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Mrs. Betty
Beal Montgomery, Miss Jean Stephenson
September 11, 1948. William Zimmermann, Jr., to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
I was interested to hear from you about the Appalachian Trail.
Unfortunately, as Don and I found, the Abraham side trail is almost non-existent. I’ll try to give
you an idea of our findings. Leaving the main trail at the signs we were able to follow the old
blue blazes for perhaps one third of a mile. The trail got closer and closer to a cut or burned area
that covers most of the southwest side of the northwest end of Mt. Abraham, until we lost it
among dead trees at the edge. We guessed that the trail had cut across this area, headed for the
main ridge, but we found going through the small dense growth so bad that we cut back into the
mature growth and skirted this area to the left, passing up the direct route. We found ourselves
dropping quite a bit to the northeast side of the ridge then ascending along a very steep slope.
Here the going was tough and it got to tougher as we climbed due to dense spruce growth. We
got up on the ridge and continued toward the summit through more dense spruce interrupted
twice by open rocks on two knolls. Finally we climbed the summit knoll which is all open rocks.
In between these last knolls and the top we picked up the old trail in places but lost it again on
the way down. Actually a small proportion of the ridge is open rock, only, as I have said, two
knolls and perhaps less than a quarter mile to the tower. Without doubt the trail would require a
great amount of work; all along the growth is quite dense. Whether it would be worth the effort
is a difficult question. I think Don and I found the climb well worthwhile. The reasons for this
may have been that the weather was excellent, whereas it had been poor on Saddleback Mt. Our
opinion might well have been different if conditions had been reversed. The climb itself was not
very exciting though with a good trail this too might seem different.
We found the main trail from Orbeton Stream to Sugarloaf in good condition and easy to follow.
From Orbeton Stream to the high point on Spaulding Mt. the trail is very good. The weakest part
comes between Sugarloaf and Spaulding, but we never lost the trail. Fresh paint, which it may
have now, was its main requirement.
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I hope that I have been of some help to you. The work that is done to keep the trail open is
certainly appreciated by those who hike along it.
Copies: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John W. Clark, Prof. Roy Fairfield, Prof. Wm. Sawyer, Jr.
September 22, 1948. Charles F. Phillips, President [Bates College], to Mr. A. D, Nutting,
Forest Commissioner, State of Maine* Forest Service, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I have your letter of September 17 in which you asked for our reaction concerning assistance in
case of a forest fire emergency.
May I assure you that in case of a serious emergency, you can count upon all the aid we can
possibly give. As you know, from the experience of last year. Bates College students were
among the very first groups to go in the field on an organized basis.
At the same time, in all fairness to our students, I must make it clear that I do not believe we
should be called unless the emergency is a serious one. Our activities of last year resulted in
practically the complete suspension of all classes for period of two to three weeks. Following this
period, there was a further period of confusion and resting up during which college work could
not be carried on at a high rate of efficiency. Consequently, we would not want our students to be
called out for patrol work and other activities which could be handled by others. I repeat,
however, that in case of a serious emergency, you may count on our complete cooperation.
So that we may organize to meet any emergency, I have appointed Professor William Sawyer, Jr,
to coordinate activities here on the campus. He will work with and through our Outing Club
which played an important role in our organization last year.
For us to organize there are a number of matters which should be discussed with you by
Professor Sawyer. Such matters as availability of equipment, methods of transportation, as well
as the expense involved all need discussion. May I suggest that professor Sawyer, together with
Mr. Fairfield, faculty Advisor to the Outing Club, and one or two student officers of the Outing
Club meet with you some afternoon at your convenience at four o'clock. This meeting could be
held in your office in Augusta any afternoon next week. To this, end, will you please inform
Professor Sawyer as to what day will be convenient. You may reach him at 365 College St.,
Lewiston, Maine. His telephone number is Lewiston 2-0208.
September 23, 1948. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Please forgive me for not having written sooner, but I hope the attached sheets will say more
than any excuses I might make. I am personally very happy about the fact that our boys have
come through as they have to put the trail into the condition which now exists. We are not
through, that is obvious, but we are nearing the point where we can say, "Nobody can get lost on
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our section." That three-mile stretch from C Pond to the point where the boys left off in 1947 in
the vicinity of Surplus Pond. It is in a very difficult spot, thanx to its being in the interior. We
may be able to get in another trip this Fall, but I shall have to direct it by remote control! I have
charge of the Cultural Heritage program this year with Dr. Zerby in Europe, will probably teach
a course in American Political theory in Portland to keep me out of mischief. I meant to ask
whether or not the Conference would be willing to defray any of our transportation costs, which
have been very high due to the number of trips we have had to make this year. I know you were
willing to pay for labor but am not too sure about this issue. If I am speaking out of turn, be sure
to tell me!
I sincerely hope that this finds you well again although your AT activities may have been curbed
to some degree. We often speak of you and hope you will drop in to see us sometime when you
pass through the town which has the best college in the state!
September [undated copy] 1948. Betty Beal Montgomery, Phillips, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
You may have heard of the recent activity in opening up the old railroad bed road from
Redington Pond south to Perham Junction. The person responsible for this is a Mr. Triscom
[Griscom] from Long Island. He has purchased a farm near Barnjum and is a person I think you
might be interested in. Yesterday he came in to see us about buying a camp site which we own
on a pond nearby, so I mentioned the ATC and he was much interested—said it was the sort of
thing he liked to help on—in fact, as he said, he had done a bit in re-opening the road to the trail.
He and his family went from Redington to Poplar Ridge and camped out one night last week and
he had been a short distance on the AT east from Redington. He and a Mr. Roderick, a guide,
have had an idea that if the road from Reeds to Redington could be used as a fire road and thus
get State support, the bridges could not be blown up again by an individual.
My husband and I are spending several weeks at our farm near Reeds and hope to get in some
mountain climbing along with painting, papering and building a new kitchen.
Mr. Triscom (address Phillips, Maine—R.F.D.—Please Forward) said he would be glad to hear
from you or the ATC regarding needed help in this area. I did give him the latest bulletin, and
will let Dr. Sawyer know of potential help for BOC.
We were pretty frightened two nights ago by a bad fire on Mt. Abram—it was reported under
control yesterday. [This fire burned more than 1000 acres of land owned by my family, along
with several thousand cords of recently harvested pulpwood. I remember watching it at night
from hills around Phillips.]
Note: Mr. Avery has written to Mr. Triscom on his return to Washington.
Copies: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. John W. Clark, Prof. Foy F. Fairfield,
Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
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September 27, 1948. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom, R.F.D. Phillips, Maine.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
Mrs. Betty Beal Montgomery has written to me of her contact with you and the discussion of the
Appalachian Trail route at Orbeton Stream.
1 was interested to hear of your activities and what you had done in re-opening the route along
the old railroad grade.
Mrs. Montgomery spoke of your interest in the Trail project and I have accordingly sent you
under separate cover publications which are description of the project.
The lapse in maintenance during the war years exacted a heavy toll to western Maine. Each year
we thought we would be able to attain our objective of complete restoration of the route but we
have been unable to have our expectations materialize. The worst section is undoubtedly between
Orbeton Stream and Bigelow Village. Mr. Lawson Reeves (Dryden, Maine) has been working on
the Trail in this area. As the result of three trips this summer it should be improved. No work has
been done this year between Orbeton Stream and Saddleback and I am afraid you found it in bad
shape on your trip to the Poplar Ridge lean-to. Presumably you have a copy of our Guide To The
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
From the summit of Saddleback for 40 miles west the Trail is maintained by the Bates College
Club and should be in excellent condition in another year.
In view of what Mrs. Montgomery has written as to your interest I thought that I would write to
you and explain to you the Trail maintenance situation so that if your activities brought you into
closer touch with the project you would know with whom to get to touch.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and mailed in his absence, to avoid delay.
September 27, 1948, Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Roy:
I was glad indeed to have your letter of September 23rd. I have read the enclosure several times
and feel thoroughly familiar with the situation. Your driving campaign has been most successful
and the B.O.C. group has certainly produced results.
I was obliged to stay out of the woods, and on the 20th came back to my desk after three weeks
at my home at Lubec. As a result, I have quite a mound of work to dig into. Judging from your
program, however, I think you will be the really busy individual. I have always been surprised
that you found the conditions so bad in the virgin spruce growth. I recall the Trail there as much
impeded by down logs but unmistakable. I hope that at some time you can blue blaze to the
spring due east, from the Elephant Lean-to and on the edge of the woods. The hurricane,
destroyed the old spring and the source of water is a matter of confusion.
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You are quite right in saying that the three miles on Mountain Brook represent your worst
problem. Clearing is so badly needed that intensive painting does not accomplish much.
I think you are quite right in trying to direct any further activity at this section.
I am turning over the reports to the editor of Appalachian Trailway News. She has a tremendous
mass of material accumulated from the Fontana Conference but if she has space and it is not then
too much out of date, I think she will want to note these developments.
I appreciate that this drive has made heavy inroads into your B.O.C. funds. The money which we
were going to use for Trail work was not Conference money but Maine Appalachian Trail Club
funds to be expended on the section which it maintains east of the Kennebec. However, this is a
case of making the best use of all assets and I am asking the M.A.T.C. Treasurer to send a $75.00
check out of what we are holding in reserve for Trail work in 1949. It is a case of non-renewable
funds. Our last year’s venture was rather costly, both to the M.A.T.C. and the B.O.C. This
amount may provide the means for carrying through the extra trips needed to finish your section.
If there is a possibility of making any return for it, that could lie in sending a party from Orbeton
Stream to where we stopped painting on Saddleback; that is still No Man’s land. In due course,
you will have a copy of Reeves’ letter showing what was accomplished in the SugarloafSpaulding section.
I shall appreciate your continuing to send me your most informative as well as interesting reports,
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid further delay.
Copy to Miss Marion Park: Please draw check to Bates Outing Club for $75.00. M.H.A.
September 27, 1948. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I came back to Washington on September 20, after three weeks at Lubec. I was not able to get to
the woods to do any Trail work.
I appreciate greatly your letter of September 7, which tells the complete story of the SugarloafSpaulding section and more or less completes the chapter for the year. The editor of Appalachian
Trailway News has the Sugarloaf register data for use when her space, which is very much taken
up, allows.
I have a few comments to add to my letter of August 27. We do not understand your saying that
you only had the 1938 Guidebook for our record here show that No. 559 of the loose-leaf 4th
edition (1942) was sent you and you should have received all of the annual Supplements, of
which 1947 and 1948 are extensive. If, however, you do not have this Guide and the
Supplements, write us so we can correct the record and send you what you need.
I suppose that you have in mind to remove signs 237 and 238 to the west end of the offset in
Bigelow Village when you are next there. Despite the condition of the Sugarloaf-Lean-to, I
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suggest that you put up sign 241 on The Appalachian Trail in that locality. The missing signs (of
the new type - incised) will be made during the winter for both ends of Orbeton Stream and sent
to you.
The Bates Outing Club has new signs for its entire section which will be put up shortly.
The Maine Sign List, which is a separate document, will be mailed out shortly.
In concentrating on thorough repainting, you have made the route one which cannot be lost. This
section has had a surprising amount of use, in view of its closed status and bad reputation.
What you have done has gone a long way to overcome this and with what you do next year this
section should be fully restored to standard.
Before you go again be sure to check with me in order to have the signs for Orbeton Stream and
care for other details.
I appreciate your attention to my pets - the mile markers.
cc: John W. Clark, Roy Fairfield
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid further delay.
September 29, 1948. Howard Goff, Chairman, Guide Book Committee, A.M.C., to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This relates to your letter of August 4 in reply to my July 13 letter in connection with Section
XXIII of the new Appalachian Mountain Club White Mountain Guide.
My decision not to incorporate your material in Section XXIII of the new edition was reached
long prior to your letter of June 11, and was not motivated, as you seem to infer, by a reluctance
to accord acknowledgment to outside sources when appropriate. Nor was this decision due to any
“effort to disparage the Appalachian Trail Conference”. The reasons for the decision are stated in
my letter to you of July 13.
I am sorry that you feel that my substitute text for Section XXIII in the new edition contained
such a large number of ”inaccuracles and erroneous statements”. You do not specify any
particulars in this connection.
As to the reference in the fourth paragraph of your August 4 letter to material relating to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine beyond Old Speck, we have previously informed you that our
investigations have disclosed no instance where any material in any Maine Appalachian Trail
Club Guide has been used in the preparation of any Appalachian Mountain Club publications.
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My letter of July 13 was in no way an admission that consent is necessary for each new printing
of material which had been published and copyrighted by the Appalachian Mountain Club with
the unqualified consent of all concerned.
Referring in particular to the Katahdin map in our 1933 Guide, our investigations show, as we
have previously indicated to you, that to the extent, if any, that such map included any material
prepared by you, the publication and copyrighting by the Appalachian Mountain Club was with
your unqualified consent.
I do not understand what you have in mind by the seventh paragraph of your August 4 letter.
In view of the assertions made by you, we have had no recourse other than to state clearly our
understanding of the situation under the facts as we understand them. So far as I am aware, each
of your specifications has been answered in turn and the position which we have taken has been
consistent throughout.
Your August 4 letter indicates a misunderstanding on your part of the attitude of the Appalachian
Mountain Club. The Appalachian Mountain Club has always followed the policy, and will
continue to do so, of cooperating with all persons and organizations sharing a mutual interest in
our mountain regions. As stated in my July 13 letter, we are always glad to cooperate with others
wishing to make use of any material published by us.
I repeat that it is unfortunate that we two who share the same regard for our mountain regions
should be in disagreement in connection with published material. The publications both of the
Appalachian Mountain Club and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club are intended to serve those
desiring to vacation in these mountain areas. They are not intended on either part, I am sure, for
the acclaim of any person or organization. I hope that in the future we shall be able to work
together towards the end that we both have, namely, the furnishing of as much assistance as
possible to those who wish to enjoy our mountain regions.
September 30, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Bates College, to A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner,
State of Maine Forest Service Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I am writing about a matter which is very closely allied to the critical state of the Maine forests.
Our Outing Club is very desirous to run a full-fledged mountain climb from Maine Highway #4
up Saddleback Mountain and down to the Saddleback Lake Camps via the fire warden’s trail on
October 10, Now, I am fully aware of the current danger in the woods having recently spent two
days working on the Appalachian Trail and being one of the people to whom Dr. Phillips
referred in his letter to you dated September 22. I know you are at the moment contemplating the
closing of the woods to hunters. But, I wonder what your reaction is to these plans which are
currently being made re: this mountain climb. I should say this, that this trip will probably draw
only the hardiest Bates souls, for we are making it clear, that should the trip be made, it will be
no "Sunday School picnic!" Secondly, it would be well chaperoned; we would have at least one
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faculty member per fifteen students. Thirdly, the students would be informed that there would be
positively no smoking in the woods, and I might say that this rule would be enforced. The
students would know this before they started...or else they stay here on the campus! In brief, this
would be a controlled operation every step of the way, even to the putting out of cigarettes
enroute. I feel quite confident that the supervision we would have would prove that the out-ofdoors can be used with respect.
Now, I realize that this may be asking for special privileges. If the request is too far out of line,
I’d appreciate your calling me by phone (Lewiston 5-7160), collect, of course, so I can stop all
planning. I do feel, however, that this would be a successful trip and am quite desirous of seeing
it accomplished. We want to stimulate interest in Maine’s scenery, also attempt to create interest
in the Appalachian Trail, forty miles of which the Bates Outing Club maintains. Having just
spent a considerable amount of time on the trail in clearing 37 of the forty miles, I am
particularly anxious that we continue to hold up our end of this co-operative enterprise.
September, 1948. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 8
WEST BRANCH PONDS ROAD TO LONG POND
I. PAINT:
Renewed paint blazes from Hay Field to Chairback Mtn. Camps (10.36 m. to 13.34 m.).
Changed white blazes to blue blazes from junction at 10.98 m. to former beginning of Gulf
Hagas Trail at Hermitage (.07 m.).
Made blue cross on stump at both ends of the tote-road leading to bridge over Pleasant River.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
None installed.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Renewed Nos. 11, 12, 13.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Checked all sheets from Hay Field to Chairback Mtn. Camps.
Made corrections necessitated by shift of Trail to follow road to ford, instead of going thru
Hermitage grounds. Added reference to spring on this road.
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All data furnished for master copy.
V. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Inspected from Hay Field to Chairback Mtn. Camps; All on tote-road. No clearing needed.
VI. BOARD SIGNS:
Arranged with John Culver, caretaker at The Hermitage, to move Gulf Hagas sign now at former
11.05 m. in Hermitage grounds, to junction of Pleasant River Road and turn off to ford at 10.98
m. Mr. Perham is to tell Mrs. Green of this, so Mr. Culver will have her permission to do it.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
I. PAINT:
Painted .0 to app. 8,6 m. (Chairback Mtn. Camps to end of swamp in sag where Dore's blue trail
comes in).
Painted blue side trail to Chairback.
Painted Dore's trail from Camp to beyond the Seaboard Road.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
None installed.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Put in or repainted Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Checked all sheets. Minor correction made on p. 218. Furnished for Master Copy.
V. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Perham has cleared from Camps to East Chairback 1.8 m.
From 1.8 to 3.3 m. needs clearing; however, trail is unmistakable.
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From 3.3 m. to slightly beyond 4 m., no work needed.
From 4.2 m. (?) to Tractor Road (492 m.) very bad. Tractor Road has been cleared by Perham.
From tractor road to Monument Cliff needs clearing, but is moderately good. Through woods
and on ledges no work needed. From about 5.75 a. to 6 m. (lumbered area) needs clearing badly.
From 6 to 6.65 needs clearing very badly.
From 6.65 m. to 8.7 m. needs no clearing. Lumbering thru here in spots; brush and tops pulled
out of trail. (This had been painted by Lumber Co.)
Dore's Trail: From camp to 1 m. cleared by Mr. Dore in Sept. 1948. From 1 m. to app. 2.75
needs clearing badly. From 2.75 m. to 3.25 recently lumbered; marked here with large green
blazes.
VI. BOARD SIGNS:
Put up viewpoint sign on south elope of Columbus.
VIII. EQUIPMENT AT PERHAM’S CHAIRBACK MTN, CAMPS:
3 used weeders
3 qts. blue paint in 1 qt. cans
5 qts. brown paint in 1 qt. cans
13 qts. whita paint in 1 qt. cans
100 markers
200 nails
1 qt. turpentine
4 used scrapers
3 new brushes
1 new flat file
1 bottle P.A.T.C. fly dope
2 small "Dubbin" cans (empty) for paint.
2 signs (Extra #123 (8th ed.) and #134 (8th ad. - but made from 6th ed. and omits ref. to
Monument Cliff.)
2 Hudson Bay axes (new)
Sent in after return to Washington (September 1948)
1 Seymour Smith pruning shears.
IX. EQUIPMENT AT DORE’S MOUNTAIN VIEW CAMPS:
Following previous inventory; not checked 1948, but Mr. Dore stated it was untouched from
previous inventory.
3 qts. black asphaltum
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2 weeders and package of blades
1 pr. pruning shears
1 bush hook
3 brushes
2 scrapers, large, used
2 paint carriers
package of markers
1 pulp saw
6 weeders (in box, unopened)
1 3 cans white paint
1 3/4 bottles P.A.T.C. fly dope
2 oz. bottle turpentine
Sign No. 148 (8th ed.) Barren Slide, 250 ft.
Sent in October 1947s
100 markers
200 nails
Left in September 1948:
2 qts. white paint (unopened cans)
1 qt. can white paint (opened but almost full)
1 qt. brown paint (unopened)
1/2 pt. brown paint in small can (opened)
|/2 qt. blue paint (opened)
2 large tin cans equipped as paint carriers
October 1, 1948. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
In reply to your letter of September 30, the woods are not closed to travel. I see no reason, with
the outlined program you have, why you should not go ahead with it. The only thing that might
prevent it would be an extreme emergency where personnel was needed for other purposes.
I certainly appreciate your thoughtfulness in letting me know of your program. I am hoping that
the rain of this afternoon will continue long enough to relieve the whole forest fire situation.
October 2, 1948. Paul R. Jenks, Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club Committee on
Trails, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Capt. Avery:
In 1941, when I painted the original set of A.M.C. signs for Katahdin, I refused to paint any
others, except that at the behest of Hal Dyer I did include two for the Hunt Trail, at Baxter Peak
and Thoreau Spring.
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Now according to the reports on the condition of the A.M.C. signs, the sign for the Hunt Trail at
Thoreau Spring is reported as in P(oor) condition, indicating that it should be replaced next
season.
It seems to me that it is for you to determine whether I should paint this or not. I am balking on
some signs alleged to be needed on the Howe Trail, merely on the ground that that is not an
A.M.C. trail. (i.e., so far as I know; but I’m never sure what that clique in Boston will do). On
the same basis, I would not paint replacements for the two signs for the Hunt Trail. But if you
would like to have me do this one at Thoreau Spring (the other is reported in good condition) it
will give me pleasure to do so.
October 4, 1948. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In answer to your several communications: The “trail reports” of September 1948 "Sec. #18
Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream” is correct from Sugarloaf to Orbeton and I believe Mr.
Clark’s report from Bigelow to Sugarloaf is correct too.
I plan no more work trips this fall.
In regards to my 1938 Guidebook. This is correct. I did order a late edition in 1946 for a friend of
mine and have been passing the supplements on to him. Perhaps it would be better to change his
name and mail them direct to him Mr. Holman Davis, Gen. Del., Wilton, Maine.
In regards to Mr. Triscom [Griscom] and the old narrow gauge road from East Madrid to
Reddington Pond: there is considerable feeling between the land owner and the operator of
Reddington Pond camps, Mr. Bradley, against Mr. Triscom and Mr. Roderick. The Reddington
Pond Camps feel that people coming up the old road bed from East Madrid hurt the fishing
without patronizing their camp and therefore have chained the road near Reddington Pond
Camps. It would be a great advantage to me to have a passable road there. It would save say 30
or 35 miles one way. Also from highway 4 to Reddington Pond Camp the road is so rough,
narrow and grown in with, bushes that one must drive the 8 miles in second gear. I scratched my
new car, also the 8 miles takes nearly an hour to drive. They say they (Bradley) do not want the
road improved as it would spoil the fishing. If Mr, Triscom is sincere in wanting to help, I could
use his assistance to better advantage than anyone else and will be only too glad to accept his
companionship on a work trip early in 1949, i.e. the last of May. In regards to getting state aid to
maintain this road it looks to me as tho they simply want state protection for their own private
business. I will not contact Mr. Triscom or Mr. Roderick until after I hear from you since I
believe you can get a clearer picture here than what I can. I wonder if they are trying to use A.T.
as a tool for their own personal gain?
I was interested in Mr. Stokes letter and am enclosing Mr. Zimmerman’s reply to me. I realized
that these two men were experienced outdoormen and their report could be relied on. His report
of the trail here is about the same as I had always classed it, notwithstanding the other peoples’
reports to the contrary. While it was bad it was not hazardous or impassable. They were traveling
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west to east in which direction it had not been painted for several years. It was marked better
from east to west. I have put in one work trip since they hiked there and completed the
unfinished painting. I have always held that the proposed side trip up Mt. Abraham should start
from Spaulding shelter rather than 4/10 of a mile up the trail. Zimmerman’a description bears
this out. If, and when, this side trail is ever cleared I believe this should be given serious
consideration.
In regards to Sugarloaf shelter: Mr. Clark reports that the walls are not damaged, only the roof
and roof timbers. I do not think it would be too difficult a job to repair this and I know I could
get volunteers for this who wouldn’t clear trail. The only difficulty is that I should spend my
time clearing up the unfinished trail clearing. There would be some expense involved for nails,
spikes etc. Has the Conference any funds for this? The job of cutting, peeling and sawing the
timber is no problem, making the splits for the roof is another matter. I do not know anyone who
has made “cedar splits”. Does the Conference have a tool for same? In a case of this kind does
the Conference first have to get permission of the land owner and pay stumpage for any timber
cut?
I believe I read once where the Conference has some moving pictures and/or slides on the A.T,
and standard trail clearing procedures, etc. Are these available for loan, and if so is there a rental
or charge for same? If there are films available please give a brief description of them and size.
Was on Mt, Washington yesterday. The view was clear and the colors handsome. Was up on
“Tumbledown” west of Weld Maine twice last summer.
Copies: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John Clark, Prof. Roy Fairfield, Prof. Wm. Sawyer, Jr.
Oct. 6, 1948. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Just a hasty note. I received the copy letter to Mr. Hinman and in case you don't hear from him
immediately I will tell you that I talked with one of the surveyors and he said the last survey line
takes the road well away from the Jerome Brook Lean-to, about one fourth mile, up on the
opposite ridge. They found the first survey which was just across the brook wasn’t right or at
least they found they would have to build several small bridges so therefore the change.
I am enclosing a recent letter from Earl Shaffer, altho no doubt you have heard from him before
now.
The road is progressing very fast. I was out recently and I hardly knew where I was when we
came to where the road crosses our tote road,
I am very busy making jellies so I am sticky most of the time.
Elwyn is cutting wood so we manage to keep busy.
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Copies: John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Prof. Roy Fairfield, Lawson Reeves, Prof.
William Sawyer, Jr.
October 9, 1948. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I appreciate very much the full account of your letter of October 4.
First as to the Guidebook. We have changed the number assigned to you on the records to
Holman Davis. He will receive future supplements.
We have sent to you under separate cover the 1942 edition with all of the supplements. You will
have to insert the re-printed pages in their proper places. Henceforth you will receive
supplements to go with your own Guidebook.
The problem of Mr. Griscom versus Redington Pond is a very familiar one in the Maine Woods.
Redington Pond apparently had quite a reputation in the old days for its fish. With the uncertain
condition of that dam, I had thought that it might wash out at any time resulting in the closing of
the camps which would be a disadvantage to the A.T. I think we can handle this easily enough
without becoming involved on either side. If Mr. Griscom replies to my letter and shows interest,
I will steer him to joining your 1949 work trip.
About the Sugarloaf Shelter. I am glad to know that you are interested in repairing it. The
Conference can take care of whatever expense is incurred in buying needed equipment. You
would send the vouchers to me and I would handle the repayment. The Conference has no tools
for making “cedar splits”. In fact, I don’t know that it has ever done it. Mr. Clark may have an
idea as to where we can buy one.
On the question of permission of the landowner. It would be quite a task. That section was
lumbered some time ago and I don’t know the name of the owner. There was no payment made
for any timber used when the CCC built the lean-to. That structure has had a weird history. We
found once that the lumbermen had completely enclosed it and were living there. They tore down
their additions later. By reason of the building of the structure and then lumbering, I would think
that we could assume that using a few more cedars would not cause any trouble.
You are right about the movies and the slides. The enclosures describe each. There is an A.T. set
with the descriptive material and a set on Katahdin with descriptive material. You would need
appropriate projectors. The reel on trail construction could be of great value to you. If your plans
work out so that you want to use either, write directly to me since the Conference secretaries
might not recall your work on the trail and would request the payment of the usual charges,
which of course are waived for such use as you can make of them.
The 1949 Maine Supplement will carry the statement which I sent about the Sugarloaf Spaulding
section.
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Mr. Clark stopped in to see us for a few hours in Washington this week and indicated that he
hoped to do some work west of Orbeton Stream and around Monson.
I hope very much that you are able to make your projected work trip in early May. We will send
the missing signs to you as soon as they are completed.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid further delay.
Copies: John W. Clark, Prof. William Sawyer, Prof. Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson
October 9, 1948. Myron Avery to Paul R. Jenks, Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club
Committee on Trails.
Dear Mr. Jenks:
I have your letter of 2 October and it is a pleasure to hear from you once more. Your letter
indicates that you are commencing the 1949 season at a very early date.
As for the sign on the Hunt Trail: We have a Master Sign List for some 285 signs for The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. At the east end of the Hunt Trail (Appalachian Trail) there is, of
course, the cairn, the registration cylinder and the set of three signs where The Appalachian Trail
commences. Also, we have a sign for The Appalachian Trail at Thoreau Spring, which reads as
follows:
Appalachian Trail
Thoreau. Spring
Baxter Peak
Timber line
Katahdin Stream Campsite
A.T.C.

1 m.
1.38 m. —
4.22 m.—

I had noticed previously the flaking condition of the two A.M.C. signs to which you refer.
1 appreciate very much your courtesy in asking our wishes as to the sign at Thoreau Spring, but
for reasons of principle I would not ask you to replace it and would not feel (on principle) that it
was properly there, although, of course, I would not give the matter a second thought If you
wished to re-install it.
By comparison, our sign will be a poor substitute but it is in place and the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club will continue to maintain it. So—in fact the situation is really one of duplicating signs.
The "powers" at Boston probably assume that as usual you have done what is needed. I suppose
the Howe (North Peaks) sign request is an aftermath of the work of the camp at Russell Pond in
1946 on the lower part of this trail. I do not know whether the A.M.C. crew this year may have
done more. It is the old Tracy and Love Trail of 1876 and I am afraid that I shall continue
unconverted to the new nomenclature. To me, as one hundred years ago, they are the North
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Peaks and the trail will he the North Peaks Trail—Maine’s ex-governor and the A.M.C. Katahdin
Guide all to the contrary!
I would have very grave doubt that Mr. Dyer "requested" these signs, since he would know that
the Appalachian Trail Conference signs were in place. I would suspect, shall I put it this way,
that his name was used to give color of authority to a request which it was expected might arouse
inquiry.
If you ever receive any report as to the manner in which the sign which you very kindly had
placed at the Maine-New Hampshire line stands the rigors of winter, it will be of interest to us to
know the situation, and the need for replacement.
Our quest for a more permanent material for A.T. markers and Highway Crossing signs
continues. The barrier is the cost of the reproduction processes on the particular type of
aluminum which seems to be the best base.
I feel very sign conscious, for have just completed revising the 600~odd sign list for the entire
Southern Appalachians. We prepare the list and the Forest and Park Services prepare the signs.
October 13, 1948. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have read with great interest Mr. Zimmerman’s letter of September 11, which I return herewith.
I am inclosing an extra copy of this reply in the event you wish to send on my comment to him.
I have never known, as far as I can recall, of any A.T. traveler who has attempted this side trip
from the A.T. to Mt. Abram. The guidebook only refers to it as a proposed side trail. True, we
have carried a reference to it in our Master Sign List and a sign was hidden away nailed to the
back of a tree. The problem goes back to the time when the A.T. was first cut through here and
with the lack of progress I doubt if it ever advances beyond that stage. With the problem which
we have on the A.T. and the difficulty of access to this section, we would never think more of it
until the A.T. through here were in such excellent condition that we would have time on our
hands. I am even thinking of taking out the reference in the next edition of the guidebook.
Abram is accessible by a well maintained Forest Service trail which is one more reason which
makes this project less valuable.
I must have forgotten about the start of those blue paint blazes. Apparently Helen Taylor, who
cut the route across here, painted part way but never completed the task.
If the blue blazes are visible at the A.T. junction, it would be well to obliterate them for they
might mislead somebody.
Mr. Zimmerman’s letter is of much interest in describing the conditions in getting across to the
firetower.
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Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid further delay.
Copies: John W. Clark, Prof. William Sawyer, Prof. Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson
October 21, 1948. Bronson W. Griscom, GRISCOM PUBLICATIONS, INC., 26 THE Place,
Glen Cove, N.Y., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very pleased indeed to get your letter of September 27th. This arrived just as I was leaving
for Maine and I did not have a chance to acknowledge it. I thought it better to wait until I got
back and had more time.
While I was up in Maine I had the pleasure of seeing Mrs. Montgomery again and she showed
me an interesting letter which you had sent her giving a report on the condition of the trail
between Orbeton Stream and Bigelow Village. This is a trip which I want to take when I am up
there next summer.
With reference to my trip along the Saddle Back Range, the trail to Poplar Ridge Lean-to from
Reddington Pond was actually not so bad. I had been there the year before and had done a good
deal of work myself on the Trail. Also, Bradley who runs the camps at Reddington has, I believe,
done a certain amount of clearing. Therefore, it is the section between the Lean-to and the Horn
which really needs attention. This is rather overgrown but passable between the Lean-to and
Saddleback Jr. but as you get down into the sag between Saddleback Jr. and the Horn it is quite
bad on the way down and at the beginning of the sag. From that point on it is not too bad but can
certainly stand a good deal of marking and some clearing.
As you have surmised, I had a rather outdated copy of the Appalachian Trail Guide and had no
real difficulty in following the Trail except in the sag mentioned.
Earlier last summer we also climbed Sugar Loaf from Bigelow Village. This was evidently
before any work at all had been done on this section of the Trail and it was pretty rough going in
spots, mostly due to raspberry bushes. Incidentally, my wife was at Reddington when three
women came in who had just been over the whole section from Bigelow to Orbeton Stream.
They were reportedly a pretty bedraggled worn-out trio and had obviously had a rough time of it.
When we climbed Sugar Loaf there was no way of registering our names. There was an old
paper up there but no pencil so our visit goes unrecorded.
I notice that the report which you received on the Trail made no mention of the conditions of the
Lean-tos. The Lean-to on the trail below Bigelow and Sugar Loaf is all shot to pieces and I think
it should be repaired. Poplar Ridge Lean-to is not too bad. We spent a night there and except for
the fact that I felt that the support for the beds would give way at any moment we had a
comfortable night. In other respects the Lean-to was in good shape.
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As Mrs. Montgomery has indicated, most of my clearing activities were devoted to making the
old railroad between Perham Junction and Reddington passable. We also cleared from the bridge
at Reddington to Bradley’s Camps and further from Perham Junction to the town road leading
through East Madrid and almost to Barnjum. It is along this town road that I own some pieces of
property. We were referred to the point where the old railroad crosses this road as "The
Crossing”. So it is now possible to go from Bradley’s Camps by jeep but it would be foolish to
attempt the trip in a regular type automobile although it has been done since we cleared. Also I
should point out that the old railroad bridge across the Orbeton is not really safe and we took
quite a chance in crossing it. I am hoping to make this safe next summer.
On this last trip, from which I have just returned, I had the section of the old railroad spur cleared
from The Crossing up to the terminus at Barnjum. From that point, by clearing old logging roads
and cutting through wilderness, I have made a pretty good trail to the top of Mount Abraham
where the Fire Tower is located, as well as to the eastern part of the mountain, which is really a
separate mountain extending over to Salem Village. It would be unwise, however, for anyone to
attempt this trip without getting directions from me as I did not do a good enough job for general
public use.
I am most anxious to know whether the trail that was supposed to be cut from the main
Appalachian Trail to Mount Abraham was ever completed and if so, its present condition.
1 should now like to ask you two things. First, how do I go about joining the Appalachian Trail
Conference, and second, do you believe that I could be of any assistance in maintaining a section
of the Trail in any of the areas discussed above? I have always been interested in mountain
climbing, having started at an early age in Maine and then Switzerland. I climbed the
Finsteraarhorn, highest peak in the Bernese Oberland at the age of fourteen and was later told
that I was the youngest person except for one guide’s son ever to make this ascent.
One final point. In your letter you mentioned that you had forwarded certain material to me but
this has never arrived. I am afraid that it was sent to Phillips and not properly forwarded. If you
should find the time I should certainly appreciate receiving duplicates of this material.
Again thanking you for your letter and interest in my activities…
Copies: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. John Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Roy Fairfield, Prof.
William Sawyer, Mrs. Hugh Montgomery, Jr., Miss Dorothy Martin, Mr. Stanley B, Attwood,
Forest Supervisor Robert Hutton
October 27, 1948. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc., 26
The Place, Glen Cove, New York.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
1 have your letter of October 21st in reply to my letter of September 27th. I am pleased indeed to
know that, despite the indefiniteness of its address, my letter found its way into your hands.
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I have read with greatest interest your letter and I appreciate your telling me in detail of your
activities in the area.
Perhaps the letter which Mrs. Montgomery showed you was Mr. Lawson Reeves’
communication of September 7th. On the chance you may not have seen it, I enclose a copy. It
will give you a very detailed account of this section and will be useful in connection with your
projected trip next year.
To answer your question as to the proposed side trail to Mt. Abram, I enclose a copy of my letter
of October 13th to Lawson Reeves. Apparently I had forgotten or else Mr. Taylor (now
Superintendent of Lake Megantic Game Preserve) accomplished more than I knew. Since there is
a Forest Service trail to Mt. Abraham and still so much to do between Sugarloaf and Spaulding
with difficult maintenance conditions, I doubt if that project will be renewed. I am having sent to
you at Glen Cove the literature sent you at Phillips. Also since you will be working on the Trail
you should have a current Guidebook. That will go forward with all the Supplements etc. I hope
you will check the sections you travel and advise us of any inaccuracies. I have not been between
Sugarloaf and Saddleback since 1942.
The literature we are sending will include an application form for Class 5 Membership in the
Conference. We shall be pleased to have you as a member. Next year we shall have in Maine a
meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club which cares for the trail in eastern Maine. We can
indeed make good use of your interest and offer of assistance in Trail work. The 7-mile section
from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback is unassigned--a no-man’s land. It represents a gap between
Orbeton Stream and the 40-mile section west from Saddleback assigned to the Bates College
Outing Club. (Mr, Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, is in
charge of its activities.) From Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream, Lawson Reeves, Box 49,
Drydan, Maine, cares for the maintenance. Mr. Reeves has scheduled a trip to his section over
Memorial Day 1949 and, if you are in the area then, he would welcome your assistance. It would
serve also to familiarize you with our Trail Marking system and technique. It may be that you
will be off to a good start on this new section. John Clark (S. D. Warren and Co,, Westbrook,
Maine} was in Washington two weeks ago and said he hoped to put in a couple days in the area
in October. Once your own section is in shape I know Mr. Reeves would welcome help in
dealing with the problems between Orbeton Stream and Bigelow Village. Your ability to reach
Orbeton Stream and work on the south end will help him greatly.
This brings us to mechanics. We would need place in your hand some titanium oxide paint
(white and blue) and trail markers. Should these go Phillips? For tools the most-useful longhandled pruning shears are still very hard to get. As indicated in the September, 1947 Trailway
News, the Seymour Smith shears are the best obtainable. The Lively Lad weeders are a superior
tool for getting rid of summer growth. We could send on a couple. The July work trips to cope
with this condition are a necessity.
If you make a trip with Mr. Reeves, it would acquaint you with our marking technique. We make
every effort to have this standard and effective, (Use of the neutralizing paint, brownish or
grayish black, will be an essential in restoring the paint blazes.)
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The literature I am sending will describe the marking system, I think quite clearly. We also have
an excellent complete colored reel (3/4 hour) 16 mm. on our Trail Technique which we could
send if you have a convenient projector.
I might add that I am in New York City for a day or two each month and, if your program brings
you into the city, we could meet and discuss matters.
It is fortunate that we have the coincidence of your near availability to one of our unassigned
Maine Trail sections. We shall announce in our Trail publications that you have taken over this
section from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback.
I am sending a copy of this letter to your “Trail neighbors”, indicating their addresses so you
may communicate directly with them as the occasion arises.
Please let me know where to send the Trail equipment. The publications will reach you in due
course.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out in his absence to avoid delay.
Enclosures: Letter to Mr. Reeves and letter from Mr. Reeves, September 7th.
Copies:Mr. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
Mr. John w. Clark, 143 Cumberland Avenue, Westbrook, Maine
Miss Jean Stephenson, The Conard, 1228 Eye Street, Washington, D, C.
Mr. Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Mr. William H, Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Mrs. Hugh Montgomery, Phillips, Maine
Forest Supervisor Robert Hutton, Greenville, Maine
Miss Dorothy Martin, 242 Tuckerman Street, Washington 11, D. C.
Mr. Stanley B, Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine
Mr. Monett Robbins, Saddleback Lake Camps, Rangeley, Maine
October 27, 1948. Myron Avery to Howard Goff, Guidebook Editor, A.M.C.
Dear Mr. Goff:
I have received your letter of September 29, in response to my letter of August 4 in connection
with the unauthorized use of material in the M.A.T.C. Katahdin guide.
This matter has been prolonged for a considerable period and I think it desirable to bring it to a
conclusion.
Our position, summarized in a few sentences, is that the record demonstrates beyond plausible
explanation or the existence of extraordinary coincidences that material has been consistently
used over a period of years in both the A.M.C. Katahdin and White Mountain Guides. We are
fully aware of the extent of recent independent labor to create the impression that the material
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was derived from the Club’s labor. The explanations offered have been shown to be inconsistent
and without substance. The most frequent explanation was that the material furnished by other
people to the A.M.C. This does not insulate against infringement. There is no doctrine of bona
fide purchaser in matters of copyright violation.
You have repeatedly stressed that material for the northern portion of the A.M.C. Katahdin map
was used with my written permission. I can simplify the issue by withdrawing through the
medium of this communication any alleged permission. Your copyright counsel will advise you,
I am sure, that such permission constitutes no more than a license or gift for which there is no
consideration and the donor is not precluded from withdrawing his consent. Continued use, in the
face of withdrawn permission, of material used under claim of permission, will clearly constitute
a deliberate infringement. You have your choice in the matter.
le have reviewed here all of the factors involved, with people learned in copyright law and
principles. Despite your failure to aver that those who prepared your material did not resort to the
Maine Guide, we have your protestations that there has been no past copyright infringement. We
are quite confident that these incidents will increase the Club’s concern to avoid any further
infringement. On reviewing the matter on this basis, despite the objectionable practices on the
part of the Appalachian Mountain Club which have been repeatedly set forth, we are of the
present view that our purposes can be served better through other activities then obtaining
judgment through suit filed for copyright infringement. In more normal times, we would perhaps
have been less disposed to overlook the situation.
In concluding, I wish to make unmistakably clear that there is no waiver of past infringement or
any permission to use either directly or indirectly any material in the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club’s Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine, the Katahdin Reprint, or any other publication
of this organization.
October 31, 1948. FROM: BATES COLLEGE NEWS BUREAU
Barbara Varney, Director Tel.: Lewiston 2-6321
FOR RELEASE IN SUNDAY EDITION PAPERS, OCTOBER 31-- ‘’Do you have the
machete and paint?” These are just two of the necessary articles to pack when Outing Club
members at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, head for the Appalachian Trail. The club has
charge of forty miles of the 2054 mile trail running from Mt. Katahdin in Maine on the North to
Mt, Oglethorpe in Georgia at the South. The Bates part of the trail runs from the summit of
Saddleback Mountain to Maine Highway No. 26 [Incorrect. Should be “to Andover-B Hill
Road”] on the South.
Bates Outing Club members work on the trail on a purely voluntary basis. During World War II
there was a lack of man power and transportation so the maintenance work had to be virtually
abandoned. Now that the Outing Club is back to relatively normal conditions, a sustained drive is
being made in the attempt to keep the Bates link in the chain strong.
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Dr. William H. Sawyer, Jr., for 25 years Outing Club advisor, has been one of the moving forces
behind the Bates work on the Appalachian Trail. He has teamed up with Myron Avery,
Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference in Washington,
D. C. Last year, Roy P. Fairfield of Biddeford, Me., and a member of the Bates faculty, became
advisor of this leading campus organization, and is again stimulating latent interest in the trail
work which lapsed necessarily during the war.
Early last summer, a small group of Bates men hiked over the trail with Advisor Fairfield and
Director Avery. They climbed Saddleback Mountain, putting up the regulation signs and one
detour sign at the southern end of a 4 mile stretch running parallel to Route 4. Five miles was
marked and painted, making a 9 mile bit of trail passable and well-marked in that region.
In two successive trips following the final examination period, the ’”trail-blazers” marked and
cleared from Maine Highway #4 to Highway #5, leaving only one impassable section in this 18
mile stretch a virgin spruce area cluttered by the 1938 hurricane. Later, eight Bates men cleared
and marked 2 miles west of Route #5, and, finally, on October 17, thirteen men and women,
along with four faculty advisors completed the clearing of the forty miles of “Bates trail” by
running a trip across the thirteen-mile section from Andover B Hill Road to Maine Highway 5.
The Outing Club party left the campus by car at 5:45 A.M. laden with lunches, machetes, scythes,
axes, and hatchets, and returned from the forest at 5:15 P.M. having completed the Bates link in
the greater project - the Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia,
Two members of the Bates Outing Club worked on the trail last summer - especially in the
Rangeley Lake area. Although it is very difficult climbing, the men recommend the interesting
hike from Maine Highway 4 to the top of Saddleback down to the Saddleback Lake Camps.
Eighty Bates men and women took this trip on October 10, leaving the campus at 7:30 A.M. and
returning at 9 P.M. The panoramic view to be obtained from Saddleback is worth the
perspiration going into the climb. The whole chain of Rangeley Lakes may be seen to the West,
and the White Mountains are visible to the Southwest. Mountain climbing with its inspiration
and hearty exercise is one of the most enthusiastic activities of the Outing Club at Bates.
The Bates Outing Club was founded on the campus in 1920 and now holds the distinction of
being, in age, second only to Dartmouth. The club is recognized as one of the most popular and
active clubs on campus. Although each student and faculty member on the campus is a member
of the organization, the management of activities and program is carried on by a Council and
Board of Directors, chosen from the student body, and headed by a President. Council members
are selected from both the coeds and eds who show interest in out-door sports and social
gatherings.
One of the main events of the college year is the Winter Carnival which is conducted by Outing
Club enthusiasts. The 38th annual carnival was successfully held on the campus last year. Other
out-of-door activities sponsored by this organization are: canoe trips, hikes, mountain climbs,
and ski trips.
There is a variety of equipment in the possession of the Bates Outing Club, including two cabins
- Sabattus, about eight miles from the campus, and Thorncrag, only a half-hour walk away.
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These are used for open house parties and receptions during the year, dormitory cabin parties,
and overnight camping trips for athletic groups. The six Old Town canoes, skis, toboggans,
snowshoes, and ski scooters are for the general use of the college students and can be signed out.
During the forest fire emergency of last fall the Outing Club organized, on the Bates campus,
fire-fighting teams to go out from the campus to the blazing areas. The club advisor was in direct
touch with the State of Maine Forest Commission, from which source orders were received. The
Bates campus was the first college in Maine to organize its students into defense groups. During
the extremely dry period in Maine these past few months the Outing Club once again rallied to
the cause and offered the same fire-fighting service in case of a forest fire emergency in the state.
Bates, which is located in a fine sporting section of Maine, encourages as much athletic and
outdoor enthusiasm as possible. The Outing Club, for its active 28 years, has added much to the
recreation of an enjoyable college life, through the enthusiastic endeavors of each member.
Pix enclosed
November 3, 1948. Roy Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
We were delighted to receive your letter and to learn that you were pleased about our
accomplishments. Now, we’re going to be out to perfect the trail next spring. I am also happy
that you were able to get Griscom to take over the "no man’s land" adjoining our section to the
east. This sort of relieves me of a moral obligation, for I thought that we might prevail upon our
Club to run a single trip through there next Spring to open it up at least. Of course, I think it is
better that we concentrate upon our section with a crosscut saw come next season.
You are perfectly welcome to use my hastily-conceived letter any way you wish if you think it
may help in the total effort.
We have used up nearly all our titanium oxide paint. Would you see that we get some more, or
tell me where we can get it. We should have a small supply of blue, too. I can’t find any on the
premises. Next year, we ought to get some of this blueing done on the side trails.
Will be interested to know when the Seymour shears are available.
Shall be very glad to see you if you come into the area. Incidentally, the better team may have
won last Saturday but it knew it had played ball before the afternoon was over. If we may believe
the newspapers (and, who does after what happened yesterday!!!?), it was a moral victory for
Bates. Does that old saw cut any ice, I wonder, for it seems as tho it must be dull from constant
use I!
October 4, 1948. W. H. Hinman, Jr., W. H. Hinman, Inc., Contractors, North Anson,
Maine, to Myron Avery.
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Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of September 25, regarding a lean-to on Jerome Brook. This lean-to is not
within sight of the road we are constructing. We are not doing any damage to it, and while it is
close to the location of the new road can not be seen.
Copies: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John D. Clark, Prof. Roy Fairfield, Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr.,
Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, Mr. Robert Hutton
November 8, 1948. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield Esq., Director, Bates College Outing
Club, 3 Bardwell House Bates College Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Roy:
I appreciate your good letter of November 3rd.
I am passing on to Miss Stephenson your willingness to have use made (as her space permits) of
your letter re the conquering of the wilderness.
I am writing now to cover the point of your getting the paint, and to assure you that it will be in
your hands by the end of the year. Dr. J. F. Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, 2901
Upton St., N.W., Washington, D. C., is caring for the Conference’s problem in these matters. He
will send you a supply of white and 4 quarts of blue. Schairer will probably send one carton (12
qts.) of white in cans and one gallon of white. Through a mistake on an order, we have gotten on
hand some gallon cans, which we have to use up where quantities are required. It means careful
stirring and pouring into small containers. The gallon can requires quite a bit of working over to
get a proper consistency. If not worked over enough, it is too thin. You can get locally cheap
brown or grey paint to make the neutralizing paint, if your supply is low.
In view of Griscom's participation I suggest you can dismiss from your mind the Orbeton Stream
- Saddleback venture in favor of the Maine 4 Highway detour. If by any chance Griscom's plans
do not materialize, then the offer would be most welcome.
I fully agree with your comment about the Bates - Bowdoin game. These things even up for by
the account of this morning's paper, the same one-point margin did for Bowdoin in the Maine
game.
If the paint is not in your hands by 1949 remind Dr. Schairer.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Copies: Dr. J. F. Schairer, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Lawson Reeves
{Follow up on paint 3/7/49}
November 8, 1948. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves
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Dear Lawson:
I am glad to have your letter of November 4th and to know of your plans.
Mr. Griscom is to let us know whether to send the paint to Phillips or Glen Cove. I expect to hear
from him in due course in response to my letter of 27 October. I will pass on to you anything he
says re work east of Orbeton Stream but since I have put the two of you in contact, I presume
you will make any arrangements by direct correspondence.
As to the Katahdin Slides: That will be cared for by Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs (5600 Broad Branch
Road, N.W.) who is A.T.C. official custodian of the slides. She will check over the Katahdin set
and send them to you by express in late November with the lecture cards. This will give you time
to review them in ample season. When you return them, be sure to send them ($300 value)
express prepaid. No one is at headquarters in the day and collect for express packages makes no
end of trouble.
Mrs. Jacobs will mail you 200 copies of A.T.C. Publication No. 17 which you can distribute free.
These list all the publications and show how to order etc. You can exhibit your copy of the
Maine Guidebook. She will mail you 12 Katahdin reprints which you can sell at $.50 each and
return the balance. She will send you 100 Silver Aisles and a sample of other publications which
you can exhibit etc. This should care for your problems on that score.
With the fine fall weather prevailing in the East I trust you can make your Bigelow trip.
I agree with all you say about sources of water on your section. However we err on the
conservative side on these words of caution. The casual traveler would miss some of the sources
of water known to you. Apparently some spring signs and clearing out would open these up. We
don’t want too many blue-blazed trails (nuisance to repaint) and you have just given your section
a blue-paint job.
Shall pass on to Fairfield the report made to you. Think your traveller may have been in there
before the last B.O.C. work trip.
Mrs. Jacobs will write you shortly and I think this cares for matters for the present. Those
Katahdin slides are very striking and you will have a good show.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Copies: Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John Clark, Mr. Roy Fairfield, Mr.
Bronson W. Griscom
November 20, 1948. Myron Avery to John W. Clark,143 Cumberland Avenue Westbrook,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Clark:
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I am mailing to you by parcel post three signs just received from Maine sign painter Pryor which
cover your section of Trail between the Kennebec River and Moxie Pond. These are (Eighth
Revision 1948 Sign List) Nos. 189, 190 and 191. There are no galvanized nails included.
The mechanical difficulties in reproducing the sign list have been unexpected but at last three
copies have been placed in the mail for you.
You will note from the last page that there remains Sign No. 215 which Mr. Pryor will mail
directly to you.
I assume you have no suggestions for Mr. Reeves on the matter of the Sugarloaf Lean-to.
I shall be interested to know whether your vacation brought you into contact with any portions of
the A.T.
I have expected for some time to be in Maine and to have an opportunity to discuss matters in
detail with you.
I regret that you did not have more time when you stopped over in Washington.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy: Mr. Charles Pryor
Copies: Mr. Lawson Reeves and Mr. Roy Fairfield
Roy: When I am in Maine, you can be sure that I will try to arrange my schedule to see you.
November 23, 1948. Myron Avery Memo.
MEMORANDUM FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE OFFICERS
I am afraid that the system, which we have followed over the course of years, with respect to
numbering memoranda issued to the A.T. Conference Board will be found somewhat
unsystematic by libraries or by those who would wish to preserve a complete collection for the
purpose of recording this phase of A.T. history. Some of the early documents (which are on file
at A.T.C. headquarters) were multilithed; others were mimeographed. To avoid any future
question as to whether all communications are received, I am initiating a numbering system,
commencing with the 1948 Fontana Conference. This Is the third memorandum sent to the Board
since that session.
My memorandum of 1 November stated that I would forward Mr. Earl V. Shaffer’s promised
report as soon as it reached the Conference. Two copies are enclosed herewith. Mr. Shaffer has
also transmitted an item for publication in the January 1949 Appalachian Trailway News,
summarizing his experiences.
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Mr. Shaffer's report represents a very considerable amount of labor. The Conference is greatly
indebted to him in this connection. His report serves two purposes: The first is the record of his
travel over The Appalachian Trail which will be filed at Conference Headquarters with other
similar records which have been submitted to the Conference. The second is the fact that it
represents a review of conditions over the entire Trail on the basis of the same standard. We have
never before had an appraisal of the entire route based upon observations over such a short
period of time.
Mr. Shaffer’s most helpful report invites and stimulates endless discussion. There is probably at
least one phase of the matter which each of us would like to write to Mr. Shaffer about. I think
that in this connection we should bear in mind that he has already spent considerable time in
preparing this most detailed day-by-day record and in preparing the item for Appalachian
Trailway News. Therefore, I feel that the circulation of this report should not result in increasing
Mr. Shaffer’s correspondence labors. I am told that he is at work on articles for publication
which will enable him to recoup the time spent on this project and to utilize the experience and
reputation gained thereby. Compliance with requests for articles, relating to experiences on this
journey or dealing with individual sections, would serve to diminish Mr. Shaffer’s ability to
make use of his material. Since I have circularized this report for action within the Conference,
I have thought It very advisable to refer to this situation with the suggestion that Mr. Shaffer's
evidenced cooperation should not serve to stimulate further requests of him.
As I have said, this is the sort of thing which we would like to discuss and analyze against the
background of our personal knowledge or travel on the Trail. There is one factor, however, to
which I wish to refer as it serves as the background of this trip. I think that its exploring character
and the element of adventure should be thoroughly realized. Mr. Shaffer did not make this trip
with the benefit of all of the Information (in addition to the guidebooks, Appalachian Trailway
News items, etc.) which could have been placed at the disposal of one planning his trip in
advance. In fact, not until he had reached Pennsylvania was word sent to the Conference at
Fontana that Mr. Shaffer had embarked on his project. His orders for guidebooks, which did not
indicate any more interest than similar orders for A.T, literature, miscarried in the mail, due to
being delivered to another individual of the same name at York. Mr. Shaffer was obliged to get
his trip underway before obtaining the guidebooks, which did not catch up with him until much
of his journey had been completed. While this adds to the sense of exploration, it probably
involves greater mental strain because of the necessity of depending on the marking on the
ground without knowledge of where the Trail route lies. Whether the interest of uncertainty is
outweighed by not knowing whether a lean-to or campsite is a quarter of a mile ahead, when one
concludes to call it a day’s journey, is a matter of personal inclination. It is, however, against
such a background that Mr. Shaffer’s travel and observations must be appraised. The manuscript
edition of the Supplement to Guide to Paths in the Blue Ridge would have solved the problem
"which sorely perplexed Mr. Shaffer in indicating the gap between The Priest and Three Ridges,
where he followed the Parkway several miles west of the Trail route.
This background is important for, despite our discouragement with problems of Trail
maintenance and the substandard condition of some sections, Mr. Shaffer, as a stranger, was able
to make his way from Georgia to Maine in an extraordinarily short period of time with a high
average rate of daily travel.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

155

The perusal of Mr. Shaffer’s narrative will indicate errors as to location and Trail route, such as
missing the relocation at Fontana and going over Parsons and Gregory Bald, which availability
of guidebooks would have eliminated. Similarly the missing of the route from Bear Wallow Gap
to Apple Orchard Mtn. in Virginia. Mr. Shaffer’s own experiences perhaps best indicate the
essentiality of guidebooks.
In discussing the matter, lest the difficulties be under estimated, there should be emphasized the
fact that Mr. Shaffer had just returned from over four years in the Army, much of the time being
in active outdoor service; that he was accustomed to sleeping out of doors; and to finding his
way without maps or guides of any sort.
We shall need to continue our monitions with respect to solo travel, lest those who emulate Mr.
Shaffer’s performance be not so well equipped physically and mentally for the task.
There now remains to make the best use possible of the report. Two, rather than one, copies of
Mr. Shaffer's report are being sent to each Board member. Board members will, of course, utilize
this opportunity to correct any substandard conditions commented on by Mr. Shaffer. In the
south, where there is the greatest area of publicly owned land, Vice-Chairman Frizzell will
initiate with Board members steps to obtain corrective action in the national forests and national
parks.
We have set as one of our goals, before the next Conference, the elimination of all substandard
and interrupted areas. Mr. Shaffer’s report is most helpful toward this end.
Myron H. Avery Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
REPORT OF HIKING TRIP VIA APPALACHIAN TRAIL FROM MT. OGLETHORPE,
GEORGIA (APRIL 4, 1948) TO MT. KATAHDIN, MAINE (AUGUST 5, 1943)
Earl V. Shaffer
Route 1
York, Pennsylvaia
EQUIPMENT:
Mountain Troop Rucksack (stripped of non-essentials): Marine Corps Poncho; Air Corps
Rainhat; Mountain Troop Cookkit (2 nesting kettles, frying pan, with dish, cup and spoon
added); Hand axe; One quart Canteen; Blanket (cut down with zipper added); Burlap Sack
(acquired along the way); Sheath knife; Pocket Knife; Waterproof Matchbox; Sewing Materials
(thread, awl, needles); Toilet Articles (Straight razor, Barbasol, soap, tooth brush, washcloth);
Camera (Retinna); Misc. Items in Ditty Bag; 2 T-shirts (replaced once); Navy Sweater (Replaced
later by sweatshirt); Regular Shirt; 2 pr. Mountain Cloth Pants (one replaced once); 2 pr. Part
Wool Socks (Replaced twice); Russell "Bird-shooter" Boots (resoled twice).
FOOD:
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STAPLE—Cornmeal, oatmeal, flour, baking powder, salt, brown sugar, shortening, raisins,
canned or powdered milk, tea or coffee.
OCCASIONAL—Powdered soups, canned soups, canned stews, spaghetti with meat balls,
vienna sausage, jerked venison, potatoes, onions, wheat bread, candy bars, pancake mix, baking
chocolate, bologna, dried beef, rice, cereals, fresh liver, canned fruit, fresh fruit.
All food, except initial supply, obtained at stores in the general vicinity of the Trail route.
GENERAL OBSERVATION:
Weather troublesome with much cold rain. However, this kept snakes and insects to a minimum.
Trail generally passable to good with some bad spots, Marking spotty in some sections. Existing
shelters in fair to excellent condition generally.
The trip was planned and executed to have no exact schedule, but to be completed in
approximately four months. Since more parts of the Trail were likely to be impassable or nearly
so, I reckoned only on maintaining the approximate route.
Due to an error on the part of the mail service at York, I didn't receive a quantity of literature in
time and was forced to set out with nothing but road maps to go by. This resulted in errors and
straying from the Trail. By the time I received these pamphlets, I was already through the most
difficult terrain and decided to continue without Guidebooks.
Such of the Guidebooks as I have seen seem too tedious and detailed regarding the trailway itself.
My belief is that they should be simplified, retaining the maps, background about points of
interest and details about unusual turns of the Trail etc.
For extended trips like mine, the Guidebooks are too cumbersome. I would prefer a set of
contour maps, marked with shelters, springs and streams, points of interest, and nearby towns.
Had such a set been listed among available publications, I would have been delighted to send for
it. As it was, I did fairly well on roadmaps, and Park Service Maps obtained from Rangers.
The trip was a wonderful experience, even though the weather was often terrible. I feel that the
Appalachian Trail is a very worth while project and is a credit to those who built it.
This report is brief and at times somewhat vague, mainly due to lack of information prior to
starting and the turbulent weather conditions encountered which discouraged the taking of notes.
In addition the signs designating place names were often missing or defaced, especially in the
south. Ignorance of the location of shelters was particularly unfortunate since some of the leantos
were off the trailway far enough to be unnoticed when fog reduced visibility to a few yards.
Progress was very hectic, accordingly, until I reached Tapoco and obtained a map of the Smoky
Park section. Words fail to describe adequately some of the hardships undergone during
prolonged rainstorms and alternating cold spells. Gradually the Trail become a seemingly
endless venture so that I was probably the most amazed of all when I finally reached Trail’s end.
I often pondered whether the difficulties provided me with the impetus to carry me along.
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I am sorry that I cannot present to the Appalachian Trail Conference a record of a trip exactly
planned and perfectly executed. I strayed at times and in getting back failed to cover every bit of
the Trail route. Several times I found the Trail practically non-existent and was forced to
bushwhack. Occasionally, as in the White Mountains, the A.T. was not specified on signs and I
followed the wrong loop. However, I did maintain the approximate route and covered more
distance than a precise trip requires.
In many respects my trail methods and camping techniques were in line with recommendations
of Appalachian Trail Conference literature, though I differed in not setting aside rest days and in
travelling alone. There is a good explanation for the latter. I had a very capable and congenial
pardner who was killed in the war and I have never found another. his allegorical name for me is
Lone Brave, and rightly so, for I would much rather take the risk of a lone expedition than
chance a questionable companion. But I wouldn't have gone alone, in any event, had I not had
varied experience in camping under diverse conditions including all seasons of the year. The
risks involved require it.
To lessen the danger from poisonous snakes I wore nine inch boots, which also tended to prevent
sprained ankles. I started early from the south to avoid hot weather so that snakes and insect
pests would be less active. Food supplies were chosen for their healthful qualities as well as
energy content and availability. Clothing was picked for durability, utility, and comfort. The
rucksack was chosen for ease of carrying and adaptability. The poncho was used because of its
versatility. Supplementing these items of equipment was my lifelong interest in efficient trail
technique.
Lastly, I have a naturally hardy constitution, butressed by the fact that I have never drunk
alcoholic beverages or used tobacco in any way. I feel that these aggregate factors proved very
helpful in making such an extended trip.
The following is a sketchy account of each day's progress:
Arrived at Jasper, Georgia April 3 after traveling most of the way by bus from Pennsylvania.
Inquired of man near Post Office as to which of the nearby mountains was Oglethorpe. No one
seemed to be quite sure. Talked to a boy who said another man had left one week previously on
Easter Sunday. Located road leading in general direction and started walking. Got lift in truck
and was warned about rattlesnakes. Walked several miles farther on then got another lift up to
the top of the ridge. After considerable fumbling around finally got on the right track and arrived
at Oglethorpe in early evening. The weather was cold and threatening rain so I went back down
to the shelter at the old firetower to spend the night, keeping fire.
Apr. 4---

********

Started early from Mt. Oglethorpe, weather cold and raw. Made good time over fair trail till
about noon. Met family of three having picnic near a water reservoir. Man said "Luck to ye".
Lady said “I’se glad I got sense." Passed Amicolola Falls, and arrived at Frosty Mountain
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firetower. Had difficulty finding trail beyond, but finally reached the slope of Springer Mountain
where I bedded down under a large fallen tree. Began to rain lightly.
Apr. 5--Foggy, still raining. Passed Springer Mtn. firetower and came to a spring where I cooked
breakfast. Made poor time due to fog limiting visibility to about fifty feet. Came to Cherokee
Game Refuge No. 1 and due to indistinct marking turned the wrong way, arriving at the road
near Diamond to the north before realizing the error. Talked to mountain boy who set me right.
Backtracked and went on through pouring rain to Frying Pan Gap, where I pitched camp about
sundown.
Apr. 6--Weather still foggy with heavy rain. Arrived at Hawk Mtn. lookout over brushy trail. Blazes
badly faded. Continued on through Rock Gap to Cane Creek Gap at nightfall. Thunderstorm
broke and wildcat howled nearby as I was chopping wood.
Apr. 7--Weather clearing. Reached Wood Gap and went down to a town I presume was Natal to get
supplies. Continued on and stopped at dusk by a hill farm. Heard Whip-poor-will for the first
time. Thunderstorm broke during the night.
Apr. 8--Weather clearing. Crossed over Blood Mtn., descended to Walasiyi Inn, which was closed.
Pitched camp several miles farther on near a spring.
Apr. 9--Blew very cold in the morning. Came to a shelter about an hour after starting. Crossing
Horsehough Mtn. passed another shelter and decided to try for Montray shelter. Finally camped
at the picnic area near Tray Mtn.
Apr. 10--Crossed Tray Mtn. Arrived Snake Mtn. shelter after about midafternoon. Left gear and walked
down to Titus for supplies. Got a ride back up to the trail and hiked back in to the shelter.
Apr. 11--Weather foggy with intermittent rain. Crossed the Georgia-North Carolina State line, came to
recreational area and turned up a series of switchbacks to the summit of Standing Indian.
Visibility about thirty feet, wind blowing strongly. Failed to locate shelter and went on down the
long incline, finally stopping in the dark at Wallace Gap.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

159

Apr. 12--Weather turbulent. Passed Carter Gap and in early evening came to a road just as a car came
along. It was the Game Warden for the southern district of Nantahala Nat. Forest. Talked a while
and he took me down to Rainbow springs store and back. Then let me sleep in the Ranger shack
near his home.
Apr. 13--Met mailman at Rainbow Springs, then headed up the Trail, passing through Wayah Gap to
Wayah Bald, and continuing on to a leanto where I stopped to wash clothes and spend the night.
Began raining about dark.
Apr. 14--Spent morning trying to dry clothes I washed yesterday. Wood so soaked it will scarcely burn at
all. Still foggy and raining. Went on to Wesser Bald firetower where the tower man persuaded
me to stay the night.
Apr. 15--Proceeded down Wesser Creek, hitched ride to Bryson City to get color film. Continuing on,
missed turn out of Nantahala gorge and several miles on at Dewitt decided to scale the mtn.
Bushwhacked several miles on through greenbrier thickets, before finally reaching
trail and camping in a gap.
Apr. 16—
Started early, weather fair for a change. Came to road near Cheoah and went to town to mail
home some gear. Trail rugged, following along the topmost ridge, never dropping down even to
springs. Arrived at a leanto at dusk and found man there who had started out Easter Sunday. Was
the same ex-navy man who had attempted to start from Katahdin in March. Another man had
joined him at Wesser,
Apr. 17--They started early but I caught up with them and hiked along the rest of the day, passing Fontana
Dam about noon and arriving at Tapoco in early evening. They stayed at lodge. I got supplies at
the store and went on, camping several miles inside the Smoky Park. Never saw them again.
Apr. 18--Started early, trail in the Smokies in excellent shape. Passed Parsons Bald and Gregory Bald,
then Moore Spring shelter and arrived at Spence Field shelter by moonlight. Shelter in messy
condition, apparently abandoned in midst of meal by locals.
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Apr. 19--Passed over Thunderhead Mtn. Continued on to Silers Bald, and stayed at shelter. Sewed zipper
on blanket and trimmed off excess to form sleeping bag. Weather nice all day, clear and warm.
Apr. 20--Weather continuing fair. Many flowers in bloom. Came to Cllngman’s Dome and talked to
several people at the observatory. Met trail clearing crew farther on and about noon arrived at
Newfound Gap. Rode bus down to Gatlinburg, Tenn. for food supplies and film. Arrived at a
leanto about nine o'clock.
Apr. 21--Passed Tricorner Knob, then side trail to Guyot Mtn. and passed out of the Park about six
o’clock. Arrived at Waterville and crossed cable bridge. Mr. J. L. Moore, who lives nearby.
insisted I spend the night at his place.
Apr. 22--Left early in the morning, lost trail on top of mtn. at "Spanish Oak". Turn not properly marked.
Lost several hours before finally getting straightened out. During the afternoon had more trouble
with faint marking. Cooked early supper and continued on by moonlight, finally bedding down
behind a large stump on the slope where the trail branches off from the road at Rattlesnake Gap.
Apr. 23--Passed Walnut Mtn. shelter, arrived Hot Springs and crossed the French Broad River. Went on
several miles and dry camped along the Trail. Whip-poor-will called all night nearby.
Apr. 24--Passed a leanto in mid morning, crossed route 70 and went down to Greenville, Tennessee to get
color film. Continued on Trail to camp Creek Bald where I spent the night at the invitation of the
towerman.
Apr. 25--Passed old cabin in Chestnut Log Gap, later passed grave of a soldier and met four hikers near
there who were in too much of a hurry to stop and talk. Trail rough farther on. Traversed
farmland, crossing many barb wire fences. Came to route 23, camped near the road by a spring.
Apr, 26---
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Continued through briar and barb wire country along Tenn.-N.C. line, crossed the Nolichucky
River at Unaka Springs and camped near an abandoned house up a valley on the far side. Whippoor-wills circled the fire, coming very close.
Apr. 27--Traversed burnt over area on Unaka Mtn, Briars very bad. Went down Simerly Greek and turned
off to camp in the brush.
Apr. 28--Followed road to Hampton and had boots resoled. No trail sign at the cross roads so I asked
various people, none of which knew where the trail went. So I set out in northerly direction and
ended up on the road to Mountain City. Stopped at a store beyond Watauga Dam and man told
me of old trail over the mountain. Raining hard but I set off and reached an old cabin high on the
ridge, where I slept on the porch.
Apr. 29--Heavy fog and rain. Trail ran out so I turned back down to the road and returned to Hampton.
Taking the road toward Elizabethtown I found the Trail turn and continued up along Iron Mtn.
Crossed the Watauga River. Talked to Rev. Lloyd Greer, who was amazed when I refused a ride.
Arrived at a remote leanto at dark. Still raining.
Apr. 30--Trail in very good shape. Weather showing signs of clearing. Passed two firetowers and finally
stopped at Maple Springs, a short distance off the trail, and slept in an old shack nearby. Very
cold.
May 1--Arrived Damascus Virginia, crossing the state line about noon. Crossed Holston River, arrived at
firetower and talked several hours with the towerman then went on and camped by a spring a
mile down the road.
May 2--Saw two largo black snakes, crossed route 16, passed through valley where several streams join
and camped Just beyond on high ground in a clump of pines. Very cold and windy during night.
May 3--Rose early, stiff with cold, crossed pasture lands, where there are many snake fences. Passed
lookout tower and dry camped under pines near the trail a mile beyond.
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May 4--Cold and gusty. Followed down long valley along stream, came to farm and talked to oldtime
forest man named Jackson. Followed trail along road then turned up across ridge to a point
overlooking Bylleysby Dam. Descended to town, bought some supplies, went on along railroad,
next to river, to Fries. Raining heavily. Lost the trail at Fries and was misdirected to the
Appalachian Power Line, wasted several hours before realizing the trail crossed river. Finally
went roundabout by road to Galax and took a room in a tourist home.
May 5--Turned on route 97, missed turnoff and continued on to Parkway, weather gusty. Followed trail
along roads parelling Parkway past Fancy Gap and camped near the trail in a clump of pines.
Man I talked with estimated It was 27 miles from Galax. Very tired.
May 6--Continued along roads till trail veered west to Pinnacles of Dan. Managed to traverse it carrying
about forty pound pack load. Weather threatening and it began to rain as I reached the far side.
Passed Bursted Rock, very foggy now, crossed a hard surfaced road and went on several miles
looking for a place to pitch camp. Finally turned off into woods. Spent rough night, rained till
morning.
May 7--Started early and stopped farther on to cook breakfast. Saw gray fox, came to farmland and
stopped to talk to farmer named Handy, who invited me to dinner. Turned off toward Meadows
of Dan to get supplies at the store, cut over to the Parkway and followed along to Rocky Knob
arriving after dark. Built a fire and slept in the stone shelter on top.
May 8--Tried to follow trail, but markings faded out and I strayed to the west, finally striking road which
I followed to the Parkway. Talked to Park Ranger Wm. Lord shortly afterward, then hiked on to
Smart View Park, and camped there.
May 9--Followed Parkway on to where Trail turns west of Roanoke at Bent Mtn. Felt somewhat sick for
the first and only time on the trip. Camped on the mtn. near the trail.
May 10--Went on through state forest, past Radio Station, and toward evening came to Glenvar, bought
supplies at a store and went on a mile or so up the mtn. before camping. Mosquitos very bad.
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May 11--Climbed steep grade to tiny cabin, overlooking Roanoke, made wrong turn beyond and
blundered into Game Refuge. Keeper set me straight and I came down to route 311, then caught
a ride in to Salem to pick up mail. Continued on and camped on Catawba Mtn. by the waterfall.
May 12--Passed abandoned farm, followed rocky ridge, began to rain as I came out above the water
reservoir. Rained hard as I followed burned over ridge out to route 220. Pitched camp in a woods
beyond the highway. Rained hard all night.
May 13--Followed Trail up road, then on to Parkway under construction and stopped to put my gear in
order. Talked to two truck drivers. Went on and came to end of construction. Talked to Engineer
and Surveyor,.Finally camped about one mile short of Bearwallow Gap on the mtn. top.
May 14--In morning stopped at the Gap to cook breakfast. As I was repacking Ranger James Luck came
along. Talked a while, then he took me along to Peaks of Otter which he said had been rerouted
off the A.T. Afterward, coming down the peak I met Prof. Freer of Lynchburg College with his
Botany class on a field trip. Talked for sometime. Afterward went on and intercepted Parkway at
Apple Orchard Mtn. Finally camped on a peak several miles beyond.
May 15--Proceeded through a region of profusely blooming Rhododendron to the James River, crossing
on the Snowdon Bridge. Bought supplies at the store, went on and camped at Bluff mtn.
firetower.
May 16--Followed good trail to Pedlars dam, talking with several groups of people along the way.
Crossed high pasture land and camped beyond in pine timber.
May 17--Climbed Rocky Mtn. to the tower, passed very nice spring on the far side. Came to road and saw
sign saying Trail Blazes end seventeen miles north. Was very discouraged, not knowing what
this was about. But hiked on and bushwhacked through after the blazes ended, coming out near
mountain called "The Priest”. Camped under pines along the road.
May 18---
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Followed road to Love, Virginia, passing through without realizing I was in a town. went on
along Parkway to Rockfish Gap above Waynesboro, camped below the Parkway near a spring.
Engineer G. Y. Carpenter stopped along the Parkway and asked if I would drop in at the
newspaper office in Waynesboro.
May 19--Went to town for mail and supplies, was interviewed by the News-Virginian, which published
story and picture. Back up on the trail, entered the Shenandoah national Park, met Ranger Pete
Johnson followed trail to Black Rock Gap Shelter.
May 20--Weather very nice. Passed Ranger station, met Ranger Johnson and another Ranger, continued
on to Hightop shelter, weather turning very cold and gusty.
May 21--Passed through Swift Run Gap. Toward evening a thunderstorm struck and I followed the
Parkway so as to stay out of the wet brush. Sky cleared and I reached Lewis Spring shelter by
moonlight. Turned very cold.
May 22--Temperature around freezing, hiked to Big Meadows, visited Dark Hollow Falls, met two boys
checking trail. Stopped to talk at Skyland Riding Academy. Later met Ranger Berg, passed Little
Stony Man Mtn. through Thornton Gap and camped on the trail because the leanto was occupied.
May 23--Passed Elkwallow, getting very short of grub. In the afternoon came to Hogback Mtn.
overlooking the Shenandoah Valley. Passed out of the Park and arrived at Chester Gap about
sunset. Followed the Trail by flashlight up to Mosby shelter.
May 24--Weather very nice, came to Linden and bought supplies. A thunderstorm was gathering as I
reached Ashby Gap so I stayed there, sewed moccasins and tidied gear.
May 25--Went down to the Gap, talked to two hikers from New York, Hark Howard and Charles
Woodbury, who were out on a week's jaunt. Went down to Paris for grub, continued on past
Dept, of Interior buildings, passed Three Springs Leanto, passed Snickers Gap, visited Devil's
Race Course. Came to Wilson’s Gap, continued on past side trail to Copperhead Spring and
drycamped along the trail.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

165

May 26--Passed Key's Gap Leanto, came to Harper's Ferry, crossed the Potomac River on the new bridge,
ascended the Weverton cliffs, came to Crampton's Gap where there is a memorial to War
Correspondents. Arrived at Rocky Run leanto about sunset.
May 27--Passed Turner's Gap and the monument to George Washington. Cooked lunch at Pine Knob
leanto, passed several rock overlooks and arrived about sunset at Wolfe leanto, went down to
Smithsburg for supplies.
May 28--Weather overcast—Visited Devil's Race Course Leanto, about noon crossed state line into
Pennsylvania at Penmar. Camped at Mackie Run leanto.
May 29--Passed Antietam leanto, met Boy scout Troop 475 led by Roland Karchner, all from Baltimore,
on the slope of Snowy Mtn. Stopped and talked a while. Went on and arrived at the firetower just
as a thunderstorm struck. Met my father and he took me home.
May 30--Returned with my brother, started on and reached Quarry Gap leanto Sunday evening. Was
joined there by a friend W. F. Baughman.
May 31--Killed three foot copperhead near Birch Run leanto, passed Pine Grove Furnace and camped at
White Stone Spring,
June 1--Weather clear and cool, passed Tagg Run leanto, continued on to Whiskey Run leanto just before
sunset.
June 2--Passed Long Mtn. Tower, paused at Center Point Knob, followed the White Rock Trail to
Brandtville, crossed the Cumberland valley and camped in Lamb's Gap.
June 3---
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Arrived at the Susquehanna River, went down to Harrisburg, had boots resoled, bought clothes
and food supplies, followed river front to Lingleston Road. Followed Blue Mtn, to spring about
five miles farther on.
June 4--Trail overgrown and not too well marked. Passed Canada Gap about Noon, Indiantown Gap
about 5 PM and drycamped short of Swatara Gap. This section of trail completely overgrown.
Have since learned it was closed due to artillery firing nearby.
June 5--Reached Swatara Gap, bought supplies in Lickdale, passed Applebee Cabin in late afternoon and
went on to Hertlein Cabin.
June 6--Passed Pine Spring about noon. Reached Port Clinto in late afternoon and camped about a mile
beyond on a charcoal burner flat.
June 7--Beginning to rain. Passed Windsor Furnace and Pulpit Rock Pinnacle, very foggy. Went through
Eckville and climbed the mtn. to the north. Passed Dan's Pulpit, thunderstorm struck, lasting an
hour and a half, was wringing wet when I reached Allentown Shelter.
June 8--Passed leanto, apparently unnamed, very nice. Crossed Bake Oven Knob and camped near
Lehigh Gap by a spring on the lower loop.
June 9--Visited Devil's Pulpit, went through the Gap, crossed the river bought supplies in Palmerton,
passed Smith's Gap and camped near a power line several miles beyond.
June 10--Passed wind Gap, came to area infested with caterpillars. Eventually came to outcropping above
Delaware water Gap and dry camped there.
June 11--Crossed the Delaware River via the Portland Bridge, crossed Mt Tammany and camped several
miles farther on.
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June 12--Came to Sunfish Pond, passed Fairview Lake, came to Harding Lake shelter but it was occupied
so went on and camped rough about a mile beyond. Terrain very rocky, rained all night Still
raining hard, cane to Brink shelter, clearing in afternoon. Passed Culvers dap, then Sunrise Mtn.
and arrived late at a shelter farther on.
June 13--Still raining hard, came to Brink shelter, clearing in afternoon. Passed Culvers Gap, then Sunrise
Mtn. and arrived late at a shelter farther on.
June 14--Passed Lake Rutherford, came to High Point, turned east road-walking, came to Wayand Mtn.
and camped on the slope.
June 15--Began raining at dawn. Traversed Greenwood Mtn. crossing into New York about 1 PM. Bought
supplies at Greenwood Lake, camped under hemlocks by a spring several miles beyond.
June 16--Passed Inspiration Point, crossed burnt over area, arrived Palisades Park and stopped at shelter
near Lake Tiorati. Raccoon visited shelter at intervals all night, trying to steal food.
June 17--Arrived Tiorati Circle, passed another shelter a few miles on, came to Bear Mtn., bought supplies
at Ft. Montgomery, crossed Bear Mtn. Bridge (5 cents toll) and camped several miles farther on.
June 18--Weather fine. Passed Taconia Park, arrived at Canopus Lake and stopped at the shelter. Water in
the spring, which I duly entered in the very interesting register. Rained heavily during the night.
June 19--Passed Holmes New York. Weather overcast, passed near Pawling and camped on the mountain
beyond the water reservoir. Rained during the night.
June 20---

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1948 – Compiled by David Field

Page

168

Passed near Wingdale, talked to lady (Mrs. Charles Steiner) who was much interested in the trail.
Passed Webatuck and crossed into Connecticut. Came to Macedonia Brook Park and stopped at
nice shelter on the ridge.
June 21--Followed Housatonic River to Cornwall Bridge. Bought supplies in store there. Traversed Dark
Forest, passed Cathedral Pines, came to Park and dry comped under pines.
June 22--Passed two shelters in the morning, passed Music Mtn. to Falls Village and camped several miles
beyond by a brook.
June 23--Raining hard. Passed Salisbury and finally camped at dark by a brook short of Mt. Everett.
June 24--Weather clearing, valleys full of fog. Crossed. Mt. Everett went in to Sheffield on route 7,
returned to trail and continued on several miles, camping under pines. Rained during night.
June 25--Passed through East Mtn. Park, crossed route 23 to Beartown State Forest, arrived Tyringham,
bought supplies, camped several miles farther on.
June 26--Met two members of Amherst College Group clearing trail, later met two more, one of them Mr.
John Vondell. Weather murky again. Passed Dalton and camped farther along the Trail.
June 27--Passed Cheshire and arrived at the leanto near Saddle Ball. Raining hard again and stayed there
for the night.
June 28--Crossed Mt. Greylock, weather clearing. Arrived at Blackinton bought supplies, went to N.
Adams to get mosquito netting and other items of clothing. Black flies very bad. Arrived Seth
Warner Camp at dark. Rained at night, clearing by dawn.
June 29---
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Passed Bennington Vt. water reservoir, talked to keeper Bob Quackenbush. Passed Thedarra
Camp, arrived near sunset at Fay Fuller Camp.
June 30--Arrived Glastenbury Camp, continued on past Caughwaga shelter arriving at dark at Webster
shelter. Was in littered condition.
July 1--Fire Warden Barrett came along as I was cleaning up. Went along with him up Stratton Mtn.
Man and two boys came along and I hiked with them to Stratton Pond, where they turned back.
Passed on and stopped at Sweezey Camp. Porcupine came in as I was cooking supper.
July 2--Went down to Manchester Depot for supplies. Back on trail passed Bromley Lodge, Mad Tom
Shelter, and stopped at Griffith Lake shelter.
July 3--Weather fair. Passed Old Job Shelter, arrived at Little Rocky Pond Shelter, very nice, but went
on after brief swim and reached Green Wall shelter at dark.
July 4--Passed Buffum Shelter, crossed route 103 and came to Clarendon Shelter. Arrived at Gov.
Clement shelter at sunset.
July 5--Passed Killington Peak and Cooper Lodge. Turned off at Long Trail Lodge in Sherburne Pass.
Thunderstorm broke immediately. Rough camped on a ridge about five miles farther on. Trail
badly overgrown blue marking very faint.
July 6--Bushwhacked several hours, lost trail altogether and proceeded cross country to Barnard Gulf
Road. Trail beyond marked with DOC red and white blaze, hard to distinguish. Stopped beyond
road near Pomfret where trail marking seems to end. Slept in abandoned farm nearby. Raining
hard.
July 7---
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Weather clearing. Couldn’t locate Trail so followed road around to West Hartford, crossed
abandoned farm country to Norwich, bought supplies in Hanover, New Hampshire, went on and
camped by the Trail after missing the Velvet Rock Turnoff in the dark.
July 8--Came to Moose Cabin after some trouble finding the Trail where it crossed a field, came to
Holt's Ledge Cabin via the ledge loop, arriving at dark.
July 9--Weather very nice. Met Jimmy Calloway and Paul Yambert, who had started at Katahdin,
between Cube and Smarts Mtn. Came to Cube Mtn. and found group of boys from nearby camp
already there. Stayed on with them until morning.
July 10 ---Passed Armington Cabin about noon. Farther on near Wachipauki Lake met a man who invited
me to stay the night at his Camp near Glencliff.
July 11--Resuming at Glencliff, climbed Mt. Moosilauke, arriving at the summit just before noon.
Unfortunately, visibility was poor. Continued on to Lost River, traversed the Kinsman Ridge
Trail, very brushy (unmarked, apparently usual with A.M.C.) Black flies very bad. Drycamped at
dark short of Eliza Brook Shelter.
July 12--Passed shelter, climbed steep rough slope to Mt. Kinsman, many trees fallen. A. T. not
designated on signs, so went to Cannon Mtn. then to Profile clearing and up Greenleaf Trail to
Greenleaf Hut.
July 13--Crossed Mt. Lafayette, cold foggy weather, intermittent rain. Passed Galehead Hut, and stopped
at Zeacliff Shelter. Began raining hard at dusk.
July 14 -Clearing and very cold. Passed Zeacliff Hut, went on to Zealand Falls Hut, came to Willey
House Station and camped on the Webster Cliff Trail.
July 15---
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Hitch hiked to Conway for color film. Beautiful weather and wanted pictures of Mt. Washington.
Had trouble getting rides, got back to Trai1 at 4 PM. Hiked on to Mizpah Shelter, arriving at
dark.
July 16--Passed Lakes of the Clouds Hut, passed over Mt. Washington, passed Madison Hut, crossed Mt.
Madison and camped at dark at a spring half way to Pinkham Notch.
July 17 --Passed through Pinkham Notch, met Joe Dodge. Traversed the Wildcat Range to Carter Notch,
then on to Imp Shelter.
July 18--Weather clearing after rainy night. Passed through Gorham visited watchman at the power dam
and camped near the spring at the power station., since I had to go back to Gorham for mail on
Monday.
July 19--Went to Gorham, then to Berlin for color film, started on the trail after noon. Entered the
Mahoosuc Range and passed Trident shelter (burned out) went on and stopped at Gentian Pond
Shelter.
July 20--Crossed Maine-New Hampshire line at 2:15 PM. Passed Big Goose shelter (newly rebuilt) went
on through Mahoosuc Notch, arrived after dark at Speck Pond. Rained at night.
July 21--Very nice at Speck Pond. Crossed Old Speck summit, talked to towerman, passed through
Grafton Notch, visited Table Rock, crossed Bald Pate and stopped at Frye Brook leanto.
July 22--Passed Camp Keewadin (deserted) mosquitoes very bad. Bushwhacked over brushy trail, many
tree falls, to Elephant Mtn. Shelter.
July 23--Turned cold, began raining during the night. Bushwhacked to Sabbath Day Pond through rain.
Noreaster blew in very cold and windy with heavy rain. Shelter roof partly caved in. Spent very
rough night.
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July 24--Came to route 4, caught ride to Rangeley for supplies and film. Trail beyond road closed but
went through anyhow. Came to Piazza Rock, trail much better. Crossed Saddleback Mtn. Trail
faint beyond, slept on far slope.
July 25--Passed Poplar Ridge Leanto raining lightly, arrived Orbeton Stream. Trail marked “closed”. No
detour so pushed on. Passed Mt. Spaulding leanto (very desolate) trail very rough. Finally
bushwhacked through to Sugarloaf Mtn. and stopped at the leanto. Large snag had fallen on roof,
partially caving it in.
July 26--Weather gusty and cold. Passed Bigelow, arrived about noon at Horn’s Pond Leantos, very nice.
Crossed Mt. Bigelow, very windy. Pushed on through light rain to Jerome Brook leanto.
July 27--Weather fair and cool. Passed West Carry Pond Camps, stopped to talk with Mrs. Storey. Passed
East Carry Pond Camps, stopped to talk there. Pushed on to Pierce Pond leanto. Spring dry, used
lake water, rained during night.
July 28--Arrived Kennebec River. Crossed in boat, bought supplies in Caratunk, arrived Lake Moxie in
mid-after noon. No one at pier. Finally fisherman, Frank Wimmer, put me across by canoe.
Camped on the slope of Bald Mtn.
July 29--Visited Fire warden at Moxle Bald. Passed through Blanchard arrived at Lake Hebron near
Monson and slept on lake shore.
July 30 --Bought supplies in Monson. Passed Little Wilson Stream Campsite, came to Bodfish Farm and at
the invitation of the owner slept in on old camp.
July 31--Traversed Barren Mtn. Passed through cut over land, recently cleared. Came to Long Pond
Camps, talked a while then went on and camped near the Pleasant River.
Aug. 1---
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Forded the river at the Hermitage, ascended White Cap Mtn. detoured on blue trail to Chadwick
Camps, came to H and W Lumber camp #2 and was invited to stay the night.
Aug. 2--Bushwhacked through rough terrain to Berry's Yoke Pond Camps, passed Cooper Falls, saw
Cow moose and calf, passed Antlers Camps and camped on the lakeshore several miles beyond.
Aug. 3--Passed Nahmakanta Leanto, came to Nahmakanta Camps and talked so long it was too late to go
on and stayed there.
Aug. 4--Passed Rainbow Lake Leanto, then Rainbow Lake Camps, weather very nice, saw red fox, came
to cable bridge over the Penobscot. Arrived York’s Camps and took picture of Mt. Katahdin.
Reached Katahdin Stream Campsite at evening. Was interviewed by Mrs. Dean Chase of
Milllnocket for the Bangor News and AP.
Aug. 5--Ascended Mt. Katahdin to Baxter Peak via the Hunt Spur In leisurely fashion, arriving about
1:50 PM.
November 24, 1948. Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc., 26 The Place, Glen
Cove, N.Y., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sorry that I have been so long in answering your letter of October 27th and in
acknowledging the literature which you sent to me. The truth of the matter is I have been going
through one of the nightmares of the business executive of today, namely labor difficulties, and
these kept me very busy and out of my office to a considerable extent.
I enclose my application for membership, together with check.
I believe that the best plan would be to send the paint and other equipment to my home address
which is Syosset, Long Island, New York.
I am glad to hear that Mr. Reeves may be up over Memorial Day as I usually make my first trip
of the season to Maine at that time and this will give me an excellent opportunity to learn just
how things are done. I have received a nice letter from him which I am answering today and will
keep in touch with him on getting together next May.
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I should appreciate it very much if you would send me the colored reel on “Trail Technique” as I
have a projector and could run it off at home.
I am also pleased to hear that you get to New York occasionally as I should like very much to see
you on one of your visits and have you as my guest for luncheon. I hope that you will let me
know in advance the next time you come and expect to have some free time available so that we
can get together.
In closing, let me thank you again for all your trouble and interest. While I realize that I have
assumed quite a responsibility in taking over the seven mile section of trail from Orbeton to
Saddleback, I think that I shall be able to handle the assignment satisfactorily.
One final point. I assume that with the responsibility for a section of trail maintenance goes the
responsibility for keeping any lean-tos in the section in proper repair. This would give me the
Poplar Ridge lean-to to fix up, which can be done without too much difficulty.
Copies: Lawson Reeves, John Clark, Roy Fairfield, Monett Robbins, Jean Stephenson, Eleanor
Jacobs, J. F. Schairer, Dorothy Martin
November 26, 1948. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc., 26
THE Place, Glen Cover, N.Y
Dear Mr. Griscom:
We are pleased to have your letter of 24 November in response to my letter of 27 October.
The arrangements which you have outlined are entirely satisfactory. I am glad to know that Mr.
Reeves has made contact with you.
Some of the matters mentioned in your letter are handled by different members of the A.T.
Conference staff so that you may experience piecemeal execution of the several matters
mentioned in your letter.
In due course paint (white and blue), A.T. markers and galvanized nails will be sent to your
home address (Syosset, Long Island, New York) as you indicated. Dr. J. F. Schairer (2301 Upton
St., N.W., Washington, D.C.) cares for these matters.
So that you may know of our system with respect to signs I am forwarding a copy of the Eighth
Revision of the Sign List. The signs for your section, that is Nos. 249 to 252 inclusive, will be
made here and sent on. You will of course have in mind to use galvanized nails to avoid the
rusting stains. The Bates College Outing Club installed last fall a new Sign No. 253.
We are pleased to have you included as a Class D Member of the Conference. Our assistant
secretary, Miss Dorothy Martin, who handles these matters, was a member of the Bates College
Outing Club which maintains the section of Trail west of Saddleback. Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, the
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custodian of the lantern slides will see that the reel on Trail Technique is forwarded to you. It
will be some time in late December or January.
You are quite right that the responsibility for a section of Trail maintenance carries with it
responsibility for the lean-tos. There was some hurricane damage to the Poplar Ridge Lean-to
but I have not considered it as one in bad condition. All of these structures need a slightly more
substantial fireplace and an indicated latrine of simple order.
I think you will find Saddleback, by reason of its cleared slopes, a most interesting mountain.
The trail to the tower over the rocks will need intensive paint working to permit travel in fog and
there is a moose yard in the vicinity of The Horn. I should have said that in renewing paint blazes,
we obliterate over size or unneeded blazes, we use a grayish brown mixture tinted so as to have
the best neutralizing effect.
Once you have the section in shape, except for mowing the annual summer growth from Orbeton
Stream to Poplar Ridge, I do not think you will find it too difficult.
I am glad to know that your arrangements will permit our meeting at New York. I will write you
in advance when I can make this arrangement. Frequently my trips are made on short notice.
I am sending a copy of this letter to your Trail neighbors and to those who care for the specific
assignments here outlined.
I think that this covers all of the preparatory work.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Copies: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. John Clark, Mr. Roy Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mrs.
Eleanor Jacobs, Mr. Frank Schairer, Miss Dorothy Martin
December 6, 1948. Roy Fairfield, Adviser Bates Outing Club, Bates College, to Bronson W.
Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I have read with great interest the letters which you and Myron Avery recently wrote. I am glad
that the section adjoining ours has a “keeper” at last! It looked as though our organization might
have to fulfill a moral obligation and run a work trip to Orbeton Stream to help open the trail up
if to do no more. As Myron has told you, we have done considerable work on the Trail during
the past year, having cleared and blazed thirty-six of our forty miles. There is one point, where
the Trail runs parallel to Maine Highway 4, where we have had to rely upon a detour; otherwise,
our collective conscience is clear. We hope to open up that four-mile stretch next Spring.
While I cannot see any immediate prospects of getting to the top of Saddleback in the near future
(forgetting the winter for the moment!), I do hope we may meet sometime to discuss the AT. Do
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you ever go through Lewiston enroute to the mountains'? If you do and have a few spare
moments, I’d be delighted to talk with you sometime.
December 14, 1948. James M. Brown III, Director, William A. Farnsworth Library and
Art Museum, Rockland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter concerning our collection and the work of Frederick Church.
Unfortunately there was but one error in an otherwise excellent and accurate article and that was
the statement that Church’s work was represented in the Farnsworth Museum. I have had on loan
for sometime however, from the Old Print Shop in New York, the painting Mount Desert by
Church. This is an excellent example of the artist's work and one which we want very much to
acquire for the collection.
We will concentrate in the 19th Century and the work of Church and Kensett, for example, as
well as r the earlier American masters will someday be represented here.
I am enclosing a copy of the Rockland Courier-Gazette which was published on the occasion of
our opening last August and will give some further idea of the museum’s background and aims.
With many thanks for the reprints and looking forward to your first visit to the museum, I am,
December 15, 1948. Bronson W. Griscom to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I was very pleased to receive your letter of December 6th.
I know that you have been doing a wonderful job in your section of the Trail, as I walked over a
considerable section of it last summer. It is going to take me some time to equal your effort but
we shall have a good crack at it next summer.
I should like very much to meet you sometime and possibly this can be arranged in Lewiston. I
almost always drive through that city when motoring to Maine. I shall make a special note of this
and on my next trip, which will probably be in May, I shall see if we can arrange a meeting.
Of course, if you should ever be in my neck of the woods (in Maine) we should be delighted to
see you there. I have a little place located in the heart of the best mountain country, as you may
have gathered from my letters to Mr. Avery.
December 30, 1948. Howard Zahniser, The Wilderness Soceity, to Frederick W. Rungee, 46
Sixth Street, New Haven 11, Conn. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Rungee:
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Your inquiry of December 28 reminds me again of how time gets away from me and how many
intentions are frustrated. Two successive autumns now I have tried to get into northern Maine,
without success. For as long a time—even longer—I have had in mind an issue of THE LIVING
WILDERNESS to give special attention to that area. Both projects are still very much alive. I am
DETERMINED to get into northern Maine come August this year, and I still plan to give special
LIVING WILDERNESS attention to that area. So I am most reluctant to return your material at
this time. It will, however, be one of my New Year resolutions to have the manuscript advanced
to type and galley proof and a selection of the illustrations made promptly after the publication of
our current Winter issue. I trust that you will bear with me a little longer.
Captain Myron Avery (U.S.N.R.) who is chairman of the board of managers of the Appalachian
Trail Conference and the authority on Katahdin has kindly read your manuscript and has
suggested an “orientation” note, carbon of which is enclosed. I would be pleased to have your
comments on this as an editorial note and also a brief biographical sketch of yourself.
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